
To Whistle Or Not To Whistle?  ( August 11, 2011) 

What to do deliberately striking a player with the ball, using excessive 
force or brutality, even if it is a teammate

What should the referee do and how is play restarted if...

In a U-14 boys game, the blue team's goalkeeper yells at blue #3, "Hey, you have to mark your man." 
Blue #3 laughs and ignores the goalkeeper. Two minutes later, red #9 dribbles around blue #3 and takes 
a shot which the goalkeeper barely saves. The blue team's goalkeeper, while standing inside his penalty 
area, gets mad and deliberately throws the ball at blue #3 who is standing outside the penalty area, 
hitting him in the face. 

Answer: Deliberately striking a player with the ball, using excessive force or brutality, 
even if it is a teammate, is a violent conduct offense. Therefore, the referee should stop play 
and show the red card to the blue team's goalkeeper. The referee should send the goalkeeper 
off for violent conduct (deliberately striking a player with the ball using excessive force), 
ask for a new goalkeeper for the blue team, and restart the game with an indirect free kick 
for the red team. The position of the restart should be where the ball struck or would have 
struck blue #3. 

The restart is an indirect free kick because the incident involved teammates while the ball 
was in play. If the goalkeeper would have deliberately hit an opponent with the ball using 
excessive force while the ball was in play, the restart would have been a direct free kick 
from the position where the ball struck or would have struck the opponent or penalty kick if 
the opponent was inside the offending player's own penalty area. 

Referees need to pick up player signals that indicate potential player misconduct and 
influence their behavior toward fair and safe play. When the goalkeeper yelled at his 
teammate who then laughed and ignored him, the referee should have identified this as a 
signal that things could escalate. This was an opportunity for the referee to provide 
awareness to the goalkeeper and his teammate and help them avoid future problems. The 
referee can say as he runs close by, "Keeper and #3, keep it positive. You are on the same 
team so help each other. Thanks." This action will make the players realize that the referee 
is watching everything and will take action if needed. In most cases, if players hear from 
the referee when they first experience frustration, they will not take action later on. 

(See pages 119, 120 and 121 in the 2010-11 AYSO FIFA Laws of the Game).


