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Top Dog

EQUIPMENT:
- 1 standard decks of (52) playing cards.
- 1 pad of paper and a pencil.
- 1 set of instructions.

INTRODUCTION:
Top Dog is a card game for two to four players.  The object of 
the game is to win hands by playing a higher ranking card than 
your opponents.  The winner is the player who wins the most 
hands.

SET-UP:
Seat the players around the table, and place the cards at the 
center of the table.  Write the player's names at the top of a sheet 
of paper to record the scores.

Each player takes one suit of playing cards, 13 cards.

PLAY:
Each player chooses a card, and lays it face-down on the table. 
When all of the cards have been played, they are turned face-up. 
The highest card (Two is low and Ace is high) wins the hand 
and takes the cards.

If there is a tie, each player takes back the card that was played 
and replaces it with another card.  If there is a tie on the last 
hand, the cards in that hand are discarded and not used in 
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scoring.

END OF THE ROUND:
When all of the cards have been played, the players count the 
number of hands that they have won, and add that number to any 
previous score on the scoresheet.  (Keep the hands separate, or 
divide the number of cards taken by the number of players.)

If no player has scored 35 points, the cards are divided into suits, 
and each player takes a suit.  Then the next round starts.

WINNING:
When one player has scored 35 or more points at the end of a 
round, that player wins the game.

VARIATIONS:
1. Before each hand, each player arranges his or her cards.  Then 
the players play the cards one at a time from the top of each 
deck.  If there is a tie, place that card in the middle of the deck, 
and continue.

2. Before each hand, one player arranges her or his cards.  The 
other player or players play as normal.  For the next hand, the 
next player, clockwise, arranges his or her cards.

A game cannot end until all players have arranged her or his 
cards an equal number of times.

3. A dummy hand is shuffled, and cards are played one at a time 
from the top of this deck.  The other players play as normal.
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If you score more points than the dummy, add 1 point to your 
score.  If you score fewer points than the dummy, subtract 2 
points from your score.

4. Each player uses two suits of cards, 26 cards.  For three or 
more players, two decks of cards are used.
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