
 

NOTES ON ALPHAZULU’S FIRST PUBLIC AND PARLIAMENTARY 

MEETING ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

In collaboration with the Houses of Parliament 

“Parliament and International Development: Leaving No-One Behind on Agenda 2030” 

Thursday, 27th October, 2016. 14:00 – 16:00 at Wilson Room, Portcullis House 

 

Panel:  

Elizabeth Moses-Mullard (AlphaZULU), Alasdair Mackenzie (UK Parliament 

Outreach and Engagement Service), Francis Sealey (Moderator, GlobalNet21), 

Daniel Whitford (International Development Committee), Rachael Cox 

(International Development Committee), Prof. Joshua Castellino (Middlesex 

University Law & Business School), Carina Lindberg (OECD). 

 

Recorder:  

Matthew Byng (AlphaZULU). 

 

1. Welcome & Overview, Introduction and Panel Moderation 

  

Francis Sealey and Elizabeth Moses-Mullard delivered introduction to the 

event providing overview of AlphaZULU and highlighting the following key 

priorities under the theme of ‘Leaving No-One behind’; 

 

- Incorporating the needs of those who are left behind into the policy 

process; 

- Reaching out to Policy Makers and creating partnerships with 

Parliament; 



 

- Encouraging organisations focused on different goals to come 

together and move forward; 

- Ensuring policy coherence between policy and institutions. 

- Utilising research and feeding into the policy process; 

- Forming a movement to affect policy change, with recognition that 

both the UK and global context are equally important when 

considering the SDGs;  

 

 

2. International Development Committee Brief on scrutiny of 

Government’s policies.  

 

Daniel Whitford (Clerk) provided an overview of the International 

Development Committees core function and its role in scrutinising the 

Department for International Development (DFID): 

 

- The committee is a cross-party committee with 11 members, working 

by consensus.  

 

Rachael Cox (Committee Specialist) provided overview of her role in 

managing inquiries. Rachael has recently worked on a report into the 

SDGs, which included engagement from a wide-range of stakeholders to 

influence how the UK should develop its SDGs.   

 

The committee recently published a report of its Sustainable 

Development Goals inquiry and highlighted the following findings: 

 



 

- There is concern of the UK Government’s current approach to SDGs, 

highlighting a lack of ownership in government; 

 

- The Government has no intention of incorporating the SDG plan, with 

responsibility for implementation managed only in the Foreign Office 

and DFID; 

 

 

- The committee concluded that all Government departments should 

engage with the SDG Agenda. Although, it was noted that the present 

context (Brexit) makes this difficult; 

 

- There is a need for a more coherent and cross-government approach 

toward the SDGs, and work is ongoing to address this; 

 

- A debate will follow up on the report in Westminster on 24th 

November – this will answer questions the IDC has on the 

governments progress so far.  

 

Questions from attendees: 

 

How can this event encourage domestic organisations to 

participate toward implementation of the goals? 

 

- The IDC Website provides terms of reference and details how to 

submit written evidence via online portal ( How to join in Information 

Video and portal); 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=On6OJLRvm5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=On6OJLRvm5g
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/international-development-committee/contact-us/


 

 

- Local authorities should also be involved, localising implementation 

by taking advantage of Localism agenda. This will feedback to central 

government; 

 

- Lobby local MPs as ‘until people feel that SDGs matter, it will be 

difficult to gain traction’. 

 

 

 

 

3. Trajectory for the SDGs, and the fitness of the UN, UK and other global 

stakeholders to achieve SDGs.  

 

Prof. Joshua Castellino described role in synthesizing what would 

ultimately become Goal 5 and Goal 10 of the SDGs. Articulating the 

ambitious nature of the goals, Prof. Castellino expressed concern at the 

UK’s current status in implementing SDGs.  

The following key points were highlighted: 

 

- The disconnect between science and policy should be addressed. 

- The SDGs should be seen as planetary and people oriented goals.  

- In a UK context, the SDGs should be seen as both a domestic and 

international imperative that should be implemented widely. 

- Business should also be brought to the table to address challenges. 

- Businesses and Government should recognise that the targets mean 

significant changes in the ways in which businesses operates.  



 

- Failure to design all-inclusive mechanisms means that the goals will 

not be achieved.  

- Recognition that current economic model does not pay attention to 

planetary boundaries, with developing countries paying the price 

first, and future generations globally next.  

 

 

4. The Role of policy and institutional coherence in achieving the SDGs. 

 

Carina Lindberg, Policy Analyst for the OECD, introduced the concept of 

policy coherence and how it fits into the SDG framework. The key points 

are highlighted below: 

 

- The universal nature of the SDGs necessitates policy coherence. 

- Policy Coherence requires that the 2030 Agenda should be seen as 

one whole goal.  

- OECD recognises that the goals are ‘complimentary’, as such the 

policy coherence framework identifies where the goals/targets 

crossover. 

- OECD has launched a multi-stakeholder partnership for the SDGs, 

with 15 members committed to supporting OECD priorities relating to 

policy coherence.  

- OECD calls for a global set of indicators to ensure that progress is 

made in updating institutional mechanisms for the SDGs. 

- Policy interactions and the effects of policies on other countries and 

future generations should be fully measured.  

 

https://community.oecd.org/community/pcsdpartnership


 

5. Introduction to Parliament’s programmes on integration and public 

engagement.  

 

Alasdair Mackenzie, Regional Outreach Officer for Houses of Parliament 

introduced the Your UK Parliament service that helps ‘everyone get their 

voice heard in parliament’.  

 

- Your UK Parl runs popular monthly sessions that explain how 

parliament works and how legislation is made – these are completely 

free.  

- Your UK Parl also promotes outreach services for small organisations 

that may support groups less likely to engage with politics. He 

highlighted that Parliament is targeting these groups and are very 

keen to engage with them.  

- The e-petitions system was highlighted as an excellent way of 

engaging with the policy-making – a petitions committee has been set 

up to look at the merits of each petition, regardless of whether it 

meets its set response target. This will ensure that ideas are 

considered and carried forward.  

 

6. Closing Remark & Questions  

 

- Question 1: How can advocacy take the SDGs forward? 

- Elizabeth Moses-Mullard responded, discussing the role of 

AlphaZULU’s advocacy services and the importance of giving voice to 

marginalised communities. Coming together as one voice will create a 

strong movement that will ensure that nobody is left behind and 



 

accelerate achievements. AlphaZULU will be hosting monthly public 

and parliamentary meetings dedicated to the SDGs as well as thematic 

forums, workshops and dedicated open online chat #Parl4SDGs with 

joint support from Partners to inform Select Committees, Government 

and the UN High Level Political Forum on Sustainable (HLPF) on 

progress through various mechanisms. 

 

- Alasdair Mackenzie informed the meeting on the two new Select 

Committees created by Parliament, “Exiting the European Union 

Committee” and “International Trade Committee” advising that the 

International Trade Committee might be very interested in looking at 

what future trade the UK will establish that will align with the SDGs. 

 

- Prof. Castillo also highlighted the SDG Academic (Here) that provides 

high quality education in the field of sustainable development. These 

provide free courses for anyone interested in finding out more.  

 

- Francis Sealey discussed GlobalNet21’s current work in raising 

awareness of the 2030 Agenda. The organisation will be launching a 

webinar series that will promote what is happening globally, which will 

prove important for influencing both domestic policy and networks. 

(Here)  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/international-trade-committee/
http://unsdsn.org/what-we-do/education-initiatives/
http://www.globalnet21.org/globalnet21-webinars

