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Panel: 

Alasdair Mackenzie (UK Parliament Outreach and Engagement Service), Judith 

Boyce (Women and Equalities Committee), Bala Yusuf Yunusa (Manchester 

University), Farooq Ullah (UKSSD & Stakeholder Forum), HRH Princess Moradeun 

Adedoyin-Sholarin (Girl Child Network Worldwide), Prof. June Keeling (Chester 

University), Prof. Sarah Bradshaw (Middlesex University School of Law), Dr. 

Cameron Taylor (Inspire Dialogue Foundation), Elizabeth Moses-Mullard 

(AlphaZULU). 

 

 

Recorder: 

Sarah H.H. Wong (Volunteer) 
 

 

1. Elizabeth introducing the session, raising the need for a wider view on women 

issues, on topic such as migration etc.  

 

2. Women Equalities Committee:  

- Work together on cross-party basis 

- Cover wide ranging issue from gender, sexual orientation to employment 

of women in Muslim community 

 

3. Sarah Bradshaw 

- Sarah raised the question on what’s informing the SDG5, mentioning 

issues including gender-based violence, sexual reproductive rights,  

sexuality, fluid identity, unpaid care work, gender pay gap 

- Sarah highlighted that “women right is human right” and the discourse 

around women rights should be based on human right instead of coming 

from an economic opportunity and efficiency perspective 

- “gender equality for equality sake not efficiency/economic” 

- Women rights need to be addressed on societal, institutional and 

household levels 

- With goals and targets set, now we need to focus on indicators 

 

4. Bala YY  

- SDGs differ from MDGs in that it now applies to the whole world 

- Bala talked about his experiences implementing MDGs in sub-Saharan 

Africa, again reiterating the broad range of issues surrounding women 

rights, including child brides, honor killing, low education and 



employment level, the need for equal access to land (which is found to 

correlate with level of domestic violence and agricultural productivity), 

and under representation in public institutions (“fake democracy”) 

- Finally proposing that countries should learn from Rwanda, which set a 

minimum 30% limit on parliamentary seats for women 

 

5. HRH Princess 

- Princess raised the intrinsic cultural issues surrounding women’s rights, 

including harmful cultural practices such as female genital mutilation 

(FGM), human trafficking, and the role of women in abusing other women 

- Princess ends her talk by emphasizing the responsibility of women in 

educating the next generation in respect for women’s rights 

 

6. June Keeling  

- June approach the topic from a public health perspective, suggesting a 

preventive approach instead of a retrospective approach to women rights 

should be taken  

- Again raising the topic of gender pay gap and pyramid, with women 

accounting for less than 5% chief executive positions worldwide 

- Good country examples: Norway and India women-led councils  

- Finally, it is proposed that gender equality should be compulsory 

education for primary age students 

 

7. Farooq Ullah 

- Farooq introduced us to the concept of multi-stakeholderism, which is the 

key to implementation and operationalization of SDGs and achieving the 

objectives of SDGS: Universality and Leave no one behind 

- “diversity is our greatest strength, but sometimes plurality is our greatest 

weakness” in multi-stakeholder work, it is important to avoid 

duplications, inefficiencies and conflicts to ensure the sum is greater than 

the parts 

- multi-stakeholderism for: openness, inclusiveness, coordination, 

integration, equality, transparency, and accountability 

 

8. Alasdair Mackenzie 

- Alasdair introduced the outreach and engagement service of the UK 

Parliament and encouraged small organisations working with women and 

girls to engage with policy makers.  

- emphasized supporting working of the Women and Equalities Committee 

as they uniquely created to scrutinize cross-department 

 

Concluding remarks 

- make silos dance  

  


