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Dear Colleague, 

Recently standing side-by-side one of today's politically prominent woman, Chancellor Angela Merkel in 

Germany, Nigeria's President Muhammadu Buhari in response to a question about his wife said, "she belongs to 

my kitchen, and my living room and 'the other room'". Your guess is as good as that of millions of people who 

heard the comment! This shows the extent to which Heads of State / Government tend to pay lip service to 

commitments made on global platforms. 

In solidarity with women and girls who work tirelessly yet are silhouetted in voice, in form, in representation and 

even in remuneration, I have chosen to write from the other room - OUR BOARD ROOM!  I am pleased to share 

some updates on our development work and our network which I hope you find useful. 

In the month of October, we successful launched our first open dialogue in Parliament on the Sustainable 

Development Goals in collaboration with UK Houses of Parliament and supported by Middlesex University School 

of Business and Law, GlobalNet21 and OECD Policy Coherence Unit. The key points on the session are available 

here. 

    
Leaving No-One Behind on Agenda 2030 Open Session at Westminster HoP      AlphaZULU team with Professor David Hulme at GDI Manchester 

We have also subsequently noted a positive awakening of Parliament Committees on the SDGs and increased 

cooperation among organisations promoting the SDGs. 

POLICY FOCUS…GENDER EQUALITY, EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN & GIRLS  

This month our policy focus is on Sustainable Development Goal 5: Achieving gender equality and empowering 

women and girls. 

Women and Girls need a more enabling environment to be on a development par with men and boys. Setting our 

priorities for implementation of SDG 5 in the UK, and ensuring no woman or girl is left behind, will require an 

analytical understanding of the prevalent sub-national, national and trans-border issues affecting women and girls. 

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxhbHBoYXp1bHVhZHZvY2F0ZXN8Z3g6MzM3ZWE3YmQzOGQ1ODk3OA
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-and-the-sdgs/sdg-5-gender-equality
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As we develop national indicators for measuring progress on SDG 5 in the UK, we'll need to ensure impact of 

'imported problems' such as arising from diversity, minority, culture, religion, migration on some of the most 

marginalised women and girls are accurately captured. 

Policies remain a most effective weapon in promoting a just, peaceful and inclusive society that will reduce gender 

inequalities. However, drawing from the views of Professor David Hulme of the Global Development Institute and 

Professor June Keeling of the University of Chester, what is the interaction between politics and policy 

implementation? Also, will increasing gender balance in Parliament accelerate the achievement of Goal 5? 

The need for policy and institutional coherence for the achievement of SDG 5 cannot be undermined. How then can 

we achieve policy coherence? 

The 11th Meeting of the National Focal Points for PCD offered an opportunity for OECD government officials to have an 

informal exchange on (i) experiences and challenges related to strengthening PCSD for SDG implementation; (ii) 

different national approaches to track progress on PCSD (SDG target 17.14); and (iii) how policy and institutional 

coherence can be enhanced through OECD peer reviews. A Tour de Table among countries provided a good overview of 

how they are beginning to implement the SDGs at the national level, through various context-specific approaches and 

mechanisms. 

Participants were also briefed about the next steps on the OECD Strategic Response to the SDGs and the role of PCSD, 

as well as the outcomes of the meeting of the OECD Network of Senior Officials from Centres of Government, which 

met in Stockholm on 25-26 October to discuss the SDGs.  

To guide the group’s work going forward, the PCD Unit presented a proposal for “eight building blocks” for PCSD, based 

on initial findings in a number of Voluntary National reports to the 2016 HLPF (right). Please visit the meeting website 

to read the complete summary record. 

                                                                      

 
 

Contribution by the OECD Policy Coherence Unit  

https://www.oecd.org/dac/OECD-action-plan-on-the-sustainable-development-goals-2016.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/gov/cog.htm
http://www.oecd.org/pcd/10thmeetingofthenationalfocalpointsforpolicycoherence.htm
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ALPHAZULU 2 ND  PARLIAMENT-PUBLIC SESSION ON SDGS –  GOAL 5 

 
Panel: 

Judith Boyce                            Clerk, Women and Equalities Committee 

Sarah Bradshaw                      Professor, Gender and Sustainability, Middlesex University School of Law 

Bala Yusuf Yunusa                 Doctoral Researcher on MDGs Progress 

Princess 'Deun Sholarin      Chair, Board of Trustees & Official Spokesperson for Girl Child Network Worldwide 

June Keeling                             Professor, Senior Fellow HEA, University of Chester 

Farooq Ullah                             Executive Director, Stakeholder Forum 

Alasdair Mackenzie               Parliament Outreach and Engagement Service Manager 

See registration link below 

SDG RESOURCE, NETWORK AND DATES FOR DIARY…  

Environmental Audit Committee - The committee has recently published written and oral evidence on the 

Sustainable Development Goals in the UK and will be holding another oral evidence session on Wednesday, 23rd of 

November, 2016.  

Parliament, Policy and Sustainable Development: De-Silhouetting Stilettos by 2030 – A public session to be hosted 

by the Houses of Parliament in collaboration with AlphaZULU Advocates on Thursday, 24th of Nov. 2016 @ 

Portcullis House, Westminster, in the week commemorating the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 

Against Women. Join us to contribute towards shaping the achievement of Goal 5 for women and girls.  

Sustainable Development Goal: How can the goals be delivered in UK? – Call for young people especially 16-24 to 

join the impact hub debate and share views on UK implementation of the SDGs on Thursday, 24th of November, 

2016 

Women and Equalities Committee Inquiry – the Committee has published a call for written evidence on 

Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 5 in the UK to be submitted by Monday, 5th of December, 2016  

UK Parliament Outreach and Engagement Services Events – Learn more about how the UK Government and 

Parliament work and how to engage policy makers on SDGs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/sustainable-development-goals-in-uk-16-17/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxhbHBoYXp1bHVhZHZvY2F0ZXN8Z3g6NjY5NjAyZDM0YTk4MzJkZg
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sustainable-development-goals-share-your-views-tickets-28501114601
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/women-and-equalities-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/un-sustainable-development-goal-5-16-17/
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/uk-parliament-outreach-and-engagement-service-5411590811
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Parliament, Policy and Sustainable Development: Volunteerism, Research and the Kinetic Generation for 

Global Development – A public session to be hosted by the Houses of Parliament in collaboration with AlphaZULU 

Advocates on Thursday, 23rd of February, 2017 @ Portcullis House, Westminster. More information out soon. 

UKSSD Conference – The UK Sustainable Development Stakeholders’ Conference 2017  

SDG Academy – Check out the free MOOC on Sustainable Development  

UN SDGs Report 2016 – Read more on the progress of the SDGs 

Office for National Statistics - Winter consultation with UK Departments in view, to establish baseline of existing 

data and develop national indicators for monitoring the SDGs. Data Science Campus established at the ONS office 

in Newport. ONS to develop toolkit for supporting NGOs to make their data accessible. Listen to the Environmental 

Audit Committee's oral evidence session 

Negotiating the Sustainable Development Goals – New book on SDGs by Felix Dodds, Ambassador David 

Donoghue and Jimena Leiva-Roesch 

Twitter Chat - On-going discussion on Parliament, Policy and SDGs welcome on #Parl4SDGs and 

#SDGAction12066 

Check out these blogs on SDGs: 

Sustainable Development: What is there to know and why should we care? – by Simona Constanzo Sow  

The UK risks falling behind on Agenda 2030. We must all take Government to task - by Matthew Byng 

Five steps to turn SDG gender commitments into action - by Abigail Hunt 

VOLUNTEERS MAKE CHANGE HAPPEN…  

Volunteers are essential to accelerate implementation of the SDGs. Earlier in the month, AlphaZULU Advocates 

expressed this view in a Letter to the UN Secretary-General calling him to urge Governments to re-think 

Volunteerism. 

We need volunteers interested in our area of work. Many companies are delivering on their promise to promote 

global volunteering by giving their employees volunteering days off. Find out your Organisation’s volunteering 

policy and let us know if you would like to help develop our work. Send e-mail to alphazulu.glo@gmail.com 

TOWARDS A PROSPEROUS 2017…TOGETHER WE SHAPE UK SDGS  

As we progress in the 2nd year of the SDGs, we must emphasise cooperation and unified strategy for 

implementation. I hope you also find useful the recent SDG Implementation Strategy Briefing by the President of 

the UN General Assembly. We are continually opened to partnerships that will aid our goal to contribute to raising 

public awareness, improving policy coherence and increasing the capacity of  all implementing partners to deliver 

on Agenda 2030.  

 

AlphaZULU Advocates | CAN Mezzanine | 2nd Floor Treaty Centre | High Street | Hounslow | TW3 1ES | +44 (0) 208 123 9956 

 

http://ukssd.co.uk/save-the-date-ukssd-annual-conference-2017/
https://courses.sdgacademy.org/
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/The%20Sustainable%20Development%20Goals%20Report%202016.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/programmesandprojects/sustainabledevelopmentgoals
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/news-parliament-2015/sustainable-developement-goals-ev1/
http://www.ebooks.com/95629124/negotiating-the-sustainable-development-goals/dodds-felix-donoghue-ambassador-david-leiva-roesch/?fc=UK
http://unssc.org/news-and-insights/blog/sustainable-development-what-there-know-and-why-should-we-care/
https://sites.google.com/site/alphazuluadvocates/blog
http://www.developmentprogress.org/blog/2016/01/05/five-steps-turn-sdg-gender-commitments-action
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxhbHBoYXp1bHVhZHZvY2F0ZXN8Z3g6MzEwZmZiYzA4MGY0ZWRiNA
mailto:alphazulu.glo@gmail.com
http://www.un.org/pga/71/2016/11/08/sdg-implementation-strategy-briefing-of-member-states-by-the-president-of-the-general-assembly/
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