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Dear Colleague, 

Governments must insist on the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and inter-relatedness of all human rights 

if we must make clear progress on the Global Goals. If we take away the universality of human rights, being the same 

in United States as it is in Somalia, we undermine the possibility of eradicating global poverty. At the 2017 Human 

Rights Conference held at the Sussex Centre for Human Rights Research, human rights practitioners ruminated, 

among other issues, on the disenchantments that has ensued from the à la carte approach of states to include or 

exclude certain rights. While human rights as an effective tool for development currently helps the case for 

eradicating extreme poverty for all people everywhere, it may be more helpful to create smarter human rights that 

are measurable, including developing human rights statistical indicators, politics of evidence that promote human 

rights for human rights sake. There may also be need to make the obligation of states, to achieve provisions of social 

and economic rights, immediate rather than progressive and to boost human rights compliance mechanisms such as 

reporting and enforcement mechanisms for victims of violations of human rights. 

Last November, we welcomed Judith Boyce, Clerk of the Women and Equalities Committee at our 2nd Public-

Parliament Forum on Sustainable Development Goal 5 hosted in collaboration with the UK Parliament’s Outreach 

and Engagement Service and supported by Middlesex University School of Business and Law, Chester University, UK 

Stakeholder for Sustainable Development (UKSSD) and Inspire Dialogue. In the following months, the Women and 

Equalities Committee have engaged public opinion, extensively, on how UK Government can implement the 

Sustainable Development Goal 5. 

            
    2nd Public-Parliament Forum on Sustainable Development Goal 5              Parliamentary Seminar on Water and Infrastructure Management 

In December, we participated at the House of Lords’ parliamentary seminar on Water and Infrastructure 

Management organised by the Westminster Sustainable Business Forum and in January we were meeting with the 

Hillingdon Friends of the Earth and representatives of the Save Denham Country Park campaign to discuss how 

environmental, social and economic life will be affected by Government’s plan for High Speed Rail 2. We also 

participated at the Human Rights Conference organised by the Sussex Centre for Human Rights Research. 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/schrr/pastevents/challenging-human-rights-disenchantment
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/women-and-equalities-committee/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/women-and-equalities-committee/
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/hs2-high-speed-rail
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Human Rights Conference, The Sussex Centre for Human Rights Research      Touring the Grand Union Canal to Colne Valley/Denham Park site, HS2  

POLICY FOCUS…INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH 

This month our policy focus is on Sustainable Development Goal 8: Promoting sustained, inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all. 

In an open letter to the immediate past UN Secretary-General, we made observation that about a quarter of UK 

population regularly volunteered. This we consider a socially progressive step because it can help accelerate 

achievement of the SDGs but what would be the implication for sustainable economic development? We advocated 

the need for the UN to set up online dialogue and encourage local forums to directly capture the voices of volunteers 

and also, to urge Governments to introduce a Government-funded minimum stipend for volunteers. This will help 

create a path to economic independence especially through volunteering for youth, unemployed, migrant, minority 

population and those who do not have recourse to sources of Government support, thereby reducing the likelihood 

of vulnerability to economic and social deprivation.  

Policies remain a most effective and democratic governance mechanism for promoting a just, peaceful, inclusive and 

sustainable society with reduced inequalities. However, drawing from the OECD’s theoretical framework of policy 

coherence for sustainable development – PCSD, there is a need for synchronisation across social, economic and 

environmental policy areas and tracking the effects of policies on the wellbeing of people “here and now”, “elsewhere” 

and “later”.   

ALPHAZULU 3R D  PARLIAMENT-PUBLIC SESSION ON SDGS –  GOAL 8 

 
We invite you to join us at the 3rd Public-Parliament Forum on the Sustainable Development Goals – Goal 8 - in the 

week commemorating the World Day of Social Justice. The Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalisation 

focuses on guaranteeing fair outcomes for all through employment, social protection, social dialogue and 

fundamental principles and rights at work. Visit LINK for more information and registration. 

http://www.oecd.org/greengrowth/better-policies-for-sustainable-development-2016-9789264256996-en.htm
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/public-parliament-forum-on-sustainable-development-goal-8-tickets-31585590351
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SDGS AND RELATED RESOURCES, NETWORK AND 2017 DATES FOR DIARY…  

UK Parliament Outreach and Engagement Services Events – Learn more about how the UK Government and 

Parliament work and how you can engage policy makers on SDGs – Multiple schedules 

Global Governance Institute, UCL – “Sustainable Development Goals and Global Economic Governance” with 

Professor Jeffrey Sachs - 21st of February 

The 9th Geneva Summit for Human Rights and Democracy – Geneva, Switzerland - 21st of February  

UKSSD Annual Conference – The UK Sustainable Development Stakeholders’ Conference 2017, “Unlocking the UK’s 

Potential: From ambition to transformation” – 1st of March 

Global Festival of Ideas for Sustainable Development – “New Thinking for a Better World” – Playable Policy 

Conference, Bonn, Germany – 1st to 3rd of March 

GlobalNet21 & AlphaZULU Advocates’ House of Commons Meeting – “Ending World Poverty and the 2030 

Sustainable Development Goals” with Stephen Twigg MP, Kate Osamor MP and Jeremy Lefroy MP – 20th of March 

Hillingdon Friends of the Earth and AlphaZULU Advocates’ Local SDGs Talk – send email to attend, local 

participation only – Tuesday, 28th of March 

Save Denham Country Park Campaign Group – “Dance for the Trees”, an invitation to join hundreds of 

environmentalists to support the campaign and experience the healthy eco-systems of Denham Country Park and 

Grand Union Canal – 8th of April 

SDG Academy – Check out the free MOOC on Sustainable Development  

Negotiating the Sustainable Development Goals – Book on SDGs by Felix Dodds, Ambassador David Donoghue and 

Jimena Leiva-Roesch 

Twitter Chat - On-going discussion on Parliament and SDGs welcome on #Parl4SDGs and #SDGAction12066 

VOLUNTEERS MAKE CHANGE HAPPEN…  

Volunteers are essential to accelerate implementation of the SDGs. We specially recognise our volunteers in the last 

months – Joanna, Kola, Sarah and Matthew whose support greatly contributed to the progress of our work. 

We need volunteers interested in our area of work. Many organisations are delivering on their promises to promote 

global volunteering by giving their employees volunteering days off. Find out your organisation’s volunteering policy 

and let us know if you would like to help develop our work. Send e-mail to alphazulu.glo@gmail.com 

LET’S KEEP FORGING AHEAD IN 2017…PIECE BY PIECE  WE’LL SHAPE UK SDGS  

As we progress in the 2nd year of the SDGs, we must continue to stress the need for cooperation and unified 

strategy for implementation. I hope you also find useful the recent UN Synthesis of Voluntary National Reviews 

from the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs. We are continually opened to partnerships that will aid 

our goal to contribute to raising public awareness, improving policy coherence and increasing the capacity of all 

implementing partners to deliver on Agenda 2030.  

 

AlphaZULU Advocates | CAN Mezzanine | 2nd Floor Treaty Centre | High Street | Hounslow | TW3 1ES | +44 (0) 208 123 9956 

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/uk-parliament-outreach-and-engagement-service-5411590811
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sustainable-development-goals-and-global-economic-governance-prof-jeffrey-sachs-tickets-31159315351?aff=es2
http://www.genevasummit.org/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ukssd-annual-conference-tickets-29638754312
http://globalfestivalofideas.org/
https://www.meetup.com/GlobalNet21/events/236090475/
https://courses.sdgacademy.org/
http://www.ebooks.com/95629124/negotiating-the-sustainable-development-goals/dodds-felix-donoghue-ambassador-david-leiva-roesch/?fc=UK
mailto:alphazulu.glo@gmail.com
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/126002016_VNR_Synthesis_Report.pdf
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