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OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS of ALASKA MENSA 

 
President Denise Yancey (907) 243-7405 

 

Denise Yancey (907) 243-7405 
 

 yancey@alaska.net 
Vice President Position Available  
  

 
Sec-Treasurer Norma Gertson (907) 338-5950 
 nlg@alaska.net 

 
Member-at-Large Amy Whinston 

amy@whinston.net  
(907) 529-2779 

  
Program Chair Position Available  
  
Scholarship Chair Norma Gertson 

nlg@alaska.net  
(907) 338-5950 

Ombudsman Sidney Kelley 
sidneykelley@earthlink.net  
 

Gifted Children’s Position Available  
Coordinator 
 

 

Testing Coordinator Jen Michel  
 eth.schwa@gmail.com  

 
North Proctor Position Available  
  
Webmaster Denise Yancey (907) 243-7405 
 yancey@alaska.net  

 
SIGHT Coordinator Amy Whinston 

amy@whinston.net 
(907) 529-2779 

  
Newsletter Editor Norma Gertson              (907) 338-5950 

 nlg@alaska.net 

 

The Mailing Address for Alaska Mensa Is: 
 

(Individual’s name or committee name) 
Mensa Alaska 

PO Box 143174 
Anchorage, AK  99514-3174 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 
For security reasons, Mensa Alaska uses your address on file 
with American Mensa.  If you have changes to your address or to 
your other contact information please mail them directly to: 

AMERICAN MENSA 
1229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX  76006 
 

or, you can go to www.us.mensa.org/profile and make your 
changes there. 

 

Polar Expressions is the quarterly publication of Mensa Alaska.  
We highly encourage all members to submit news, 
announcements, articles, puzzles, pictures and letters to the 
Editor for inclusion!  We do, however, reserve the right to edit for 
purposes of clarity and space, and to decide if or when a 
submission will be published.  All submissions should be sent to 
the editor at the mailing address on this publication.  Please limit 
your letters/articles to not more than 250 words.  Preferred 
media for contribution to Polar Expressions is via email, in MS 
Word or legible hard copy. Material not bearing a specific 
copyright may be reprinted by other Mensa publications, 
providing that it is credited to Polar Expressions.  The opinions 
expressed in this newsletter are the opinions of individual 
writers. 
 
Member Benefits: Mensa offers discounts to members on a 
variety of products from magazine subscriptions to car rentals to 
insurance, including pet insurance.  See the website at 
www.us.mensa.org.  

 

ALASKA M’s FACEBOOK SITE 

If would like to join our Facebook page, please ask to join the 

Mensa Alaska Facebook Page or contact an officer. 
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BACK PHOTO - BIZBEE Contestants and Cheering Section 

Our Team – Andrea Lane, Denise Yancey, Norma Gertson 

Back row – Amy Whinston, Tom Hough, Blakeney Bartlett, 

Robin Broomfield. 

Not shown are Don Naff, Jackie Wilson & husband and Jen 

Michel & friend 

 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER – JANUARY 2014 
 
Based on my 13 years of living in Alaska and my reading, I have 
come to the conclusion that the phrase, “It’s been an odd winter,” 
is one of the most common phrases heard in Alaska at this time 
of the year.  We began this season with one of the warmest and 
least snowy Novembers on record, and saw a greater than 
average presence of ice on the ground, while the sea ice is not 
as prevalent as in recent past years.  In summary, it’s been an 
odd winter; like normal. 
 
At the December 4th Mensa Alaska board meeting I officially 
resigned as the President of Mensa Alaska.  The executive 
board unanimously approved the appointment of Vice-President 
Denise Yancey as President to complete the current term of 
office.  I have had several changes in my life circumstances that 
will result in a move to Vermont later this month.  I am excited 
about the path I am on and I plan to continue my involvement 
with American Mensa Ltd. in my new home.  I intend to keep my 
email account, houghinmensa@gmail.com; feel free to contact 
me at that email if you wish. 
 
In reviewing my performance as President I find that I managed 
to accomplish some goals but failed to finish some others.  
Mensa Alaska has grown our group by about 6% this year, with 
several former members rejoining and a few new members 
signing on.  I am pleased by this progress and by the growing 
involvement of these members at our various events and 
meetings.  I met with several of the Fairbanks members this 
spring and summer in their home town, and found they are as 

active as they can be.  We’ve gained more Proctors for the group 
this year, resulting in more testing opportunities for candidates, 
and new members through that route.   
 
In this year’s BizBee adult spelling bee the Mensa Alaska team 
of Norma Gertson, Andrea Lane and Denise Yancey tied for 
second place for the third time in as many years; and the Mensa 
Alaska support table participants won the Spirit Award for the 
second time in a row, primarily by being the noisiest folks in the 
room.  Blakeney Bartlett worked hard to revive the monthly 
Games Night, and succeeded late this summer with support and 
participation from the Executive Board. 
 
I had committed in May 2013 to visit members in Juneau, the 
Kenai, and Barrow during this year.  Unfortunately I did not 
manage to meet those commitments.  I had also hoped to 
develop an incentive process to increase the number of events 
and get-togethers for members.  While the Executive Board and I 
had several long and complex discussions on the topic we 
ultimately were not able to set up that process in a manner that 
satisfied all our concerns, and the process was tabled for now. 
 
President Denise Yancey is a long-time and consistently-active 
member of Mensa Alaska and she will provide great leadership 
for this group she loves as she has done in the past.  The 
Executive Board has a renewed spirit of action and new blood 
coming into the board as continuing and recently-joined 
members volunteer for board positions.  Please help them make 
this group one of the most involved and active groups in all of 
American Mensa.  We depend on members to participate and 
contribute to our success and suffer when we don’t see all of you 
at movie nights, or breakfasts, or board meetings.  Many of our 
members who have taken that plunge have noted how much 
they have enjoyed the experience, and I believe you will find the 
same joy from this accepting and welcoming group.  Just give it 
a try. 
 
Thanks to all who have shared your support and consideration 
this past year.  Good luck in the coming year and beyond. 

mailto:houghinmensa@gmail.com


MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 4, 2013, BOARD MEETING 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Tom Hough.  
Norma read the minutes of the preceding meeting, and they 
were approved as read.  She reported a balance of $2,385.74 in 
the bank. 
 
Attending the meeting were:  Tom Hough, Blakeney Bartlett, 
Denise Yancey, Don Naff, Amy Whinston, Jen Michel, Norma 
Gertson, and by phone, Sid Kelley. 
 
Committee Reports: 
   Website – A discussion was held about various members 
“adopting” a specific page of the website and becoming 
responsible for its maintenance and updating. 
   Ombudsman – Sidney had nothing to report. 
   Scholarship – Norma reported she had received the names of 
three finalists from the 2013 essays, and had asked several 
current members to re-read the essays to select two winners for 
the LOCAL scholarships.  She is in the process of obtaining 
information from each of the two students selected so that their 
essays can be posted to the website. 
   Newsletter – Blakeney is putting together her last newsletter 
prior to their move to Vermont. A discussion was held on who 
would be the next editor.  That discussion was postponed 
temporarily until other changes could be made due to the 
upcoming move of Tom and Blakeney to Vermont. 
 Change of officers:  Denise Yancey has agreed to move 
into the office of President; a Vice President will need to be 
selected in the near future and the board is to be looking for 
volunteers; Don Naff has agreed to become the webmaster and 
FaceBook page coordinator, and is willing to help with the 
newsletter; Jen Michel has volunteered to become the testing 
coordinator and is also a proctor in training.  The newsletter will 
be coordinated by Norma, Denise and Don. 
 
The testing schedule will remain at two scheduled sessions per 
month:  on the 2nd Saturday afternoon at the Loussac Library 
(unless a better situation arises) and on the 3rd Thursday 

evening at Sharon Kelly’s office.  Norma is to contact both 
locations for the January – June testing dates. 
Games night at Title Wave Bookstore are to remain in place on 
the first Saturday of the month, and the store will be contacted to 
let them add us to their existing calendar. 
Joe Nava, our north Proctor, has submitted his resignation as the 
north proctor.  At the age of 83, he’s decided to cut back on 
some of his activities.  We appreciate Joe’s years of volunteer 
efforts on the behalf of Mensa Alaska.  Thank you, Joe! 
 
A brief discussion was held on the local scholarship, based on 
information required by the MERF (National and Regional) 
program for the winners.  Our group determined not to impose 
any particular guidelines for the distribution of the funds beyond 
the quality of the essay submitted. 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, January 1**, 2014, at 5:30 
PM, at the Village Inn Pancake House on Spenard Road.  The 
meeting was adjourned.  ** Change of date & location…Meeting 
on January 8, 2014 at Kay’s Family Restaurant. 
 

Financial Information as of December 26, 2013 

  

Balance as of September, 2013  

 

 Savings      $1,430.54  

 Checking                           $ 877.47 

 

 Total                     $2,308.01  

  

 Income                    $432.22  

 Expenses                          - $251.45   

  

 Balance as of December 26, 2013  

 

 Savings                $1,430.54  

 Checking                          $1,058.24 

  

 Total                             $2,488.78 



F.I.R.S.T. LEGO LEAGUE ROBOTICS TOURNAMENT 

THEME:  NATURE’S FURY 

By Norma Gertson 

   Sunday, December 15, 2013, and I’m at my home office desk 

feeling the need to share my view of yesterday’s pre-

qualifying tournament and encourage my fellow Mensans to 

think about volunteering.  Even if not for this organization, 

find something that matches your passion and find the peace 

and joy that comes from helping others.  For me, not only is it 

the mental joy, but also the physical fatigue that follows a day 

in the company of enthusiastic middle school-age kids! 

   This year, I’ve added a duty – that of taking the schedule of 

matches and judging opportunities and turning them into 

color-coded “maps” that make our volunteers’ tasks easier.  It 

also entails me getting these printed at one of the Kinko’s 

shops.  Some of you may remember that I was nearly “86’d” 

from Kinko’s several years ago when I was acting editor of the 

Polar Expressions newsletter.  It nearly happened again on 

Friday – over the communications issues with the staff and 

lack of maintenance on the self-service copiers.  I did refrain 

from doing what I truly wanted to do, and I hope they take my 

suggestions seriously. 

   My day started at 7:30 am at Central Middle School.  The 

weather – heavy snows that lasted all day after dropping at 

least 6 inches on Friday – compounded our job, but every 

tournament is different.  A week earlier, we had 10 teams and a 

day of freezing rain/sleet, and everything went very smoothly.  

This week, however, nothing seemed to go right.  We had 23 

teams scheduled, but three teams had mis-registered for the 

tournament and consequently did not show up.  Two teams 

didn’t come due to the roads, although they live right here in 

Anchorage – cautious parents or coaches I readily understand.  

And the surprise for the day was an additional team that 

wasn’t on the schedule.  

    In the morning on tournament day, the primary focus is 

getting each team into a 15-minute interview with each of the 

three sets of judges – project research, robot design, and core 

values (teamwork).  Parents and teachers can be in the room 

with the teams in all rooms except core values –where the kids 

are only judged on how well they interact to organize a 

specific task presented at each tournament.  The project 

research judges observe how well the teams have taken the 

annual theme and developed a product and/or procedure that 

benefits people before, during and after a natural disaster.  

The robot design judges learn how the teams built and 

programmed their robots for the head-to-head matches that 

highlight the tournament day. 

  We had a quick break for lunch so that we could get back on 

schedule for the afternoon.  Each team is scheduled for 3 trips 

to the match tables to compete for the performance award.  

This is where all the factors come together and the robot is 

programmed to do several tasks in a two minute period.  The 

kids rotate at the table, each with their own portion to 

complete.  Coaches are hands-off, but right there with the 

praise and encouragement for their charges.  Following the 

performance, there is a bit of a break when the judges 

reconvene to determine the tournament winners.  7 teams from 

yesterday’s group will advance to the State finals on January 

25, 2014.   



   This organization always needs volunteers – and at several 

levels of involvement, just to fit your schedule.  Each pre-

qualifying tournament needs an overall director.  Coaches and 

mentors are needed – most of the coaches are teachers, but 

there are Girl Scout teams, charter school teams, and other 

organizations that could become involved.  There are three 

levels of kids with whom to work – the little ones from first to 

fourth grades; FIRST Lego League is the middle school grades 

and junior high; and FIRST Tech Challenge is for the high 

school kids (they build BIGGER robots).  Judges, referees, and 

other support staff are needed at the tournaments.  

Sponsorship and donations are always welcome.  For further 

details on what might interest you, check out 

firstlegoleague.com and fllalaska.org.   

RVC Column for October, 2013 by Harold Ward 

RVC Column for January, 2014 Newsletter 
SFRM's Brilliance by the *East* Bay was brilliant for me and I 
had the usual problem at events like it in that there were many 
more things I would have liked to attend than physically possible.  
Highlights for me included a very informative presentation about 
the work of a bail bondsman, a run-down about what is known 
about Alzheimer's disease and other dementias, the joke off, a 
summary of the sun-orbiting Kepler mission's results so far (an 
estimated 11 billion earthlike planets in the "Goldilocks zone" in 
our galaxy alone) and the prognosis for the satellite and mission 
(it's not over yet).  At the banquet dinner, our presenter gave us 
a summary of the previous US rocket systems and the ones in 
the works to lift astronauts and space exploration equipment into 
earth orbit and beyond.  The RGs feeding opportunities were 
excellent and snacks and beverages in the hospitality room were 
varied and abundant.  The games room was well stocked and 
well attended.  The best part of the whole weekend, as always, 
was the never ending stream of sparkling conversations. 

This time of year is often the season for local group officer 
elections.  One of Mensa's objectives is to provide new officers 
and upcoming local group participants  with a thorough 
understanding of the jobs that need to be done well and 
painlessly to deliver the Mensa experience to local members.  
Our current system uses the LDW (leadership development 
workshop) to present the topics, job descriptions and best 
practices to officers and other volunteers.  You may already 
know that each AG (annual gathering) includes an entire "track" 
of programs covering LDW topics.  It's worth mentioning that 
there are resources available to help local groups to hold 
regional LDWs providing another type of gathering and training 
all at the same time.  As with most types of events, there are 
sources (guides) available to prepare for and put on an LDW so 
a local group doesn't need to invent one from whole cloth.  If 
your group has participants with a desire to obtain the kinds of 
training available as one or more LDW topics, please let me 
know so we can plan an LDW for you and get it onto the 
calendar for Ms from other local groups (from our region or 
elsewhere).  Remember, nothing succeeds like success.  Robust 
local groups obtain the affection and loyalty of their members by 
providing the friendships and memories of the Mensa experience 
and that helps them recruit new officers and the volunteers 
needed to retain and grow their membership. 
Please send me your feedback about the provenance of training 
like LDWs at the AG and elsewhere. 
I'm traveling back from the American Mensa board meeting as I 
finish this column.  The "Compendium" is likely coming online in 
January.  The December board meeting "mini-minutes" are 
already available.  Please let me know if you have any 
questions. 
Our next regional gathering, BeavRG XVI, will be held over the 
weekend of May 9-11, 2014 in Vancouver, Washington and it is 
hosted by Oregon Mensa.  Visit us.mensa.org/attend/calendar 
for the upcoming Mensa gathering(s) you would like to attend 
(highlights include several RGs, a week in Ixtapa and a Ski SIG 
holiday in Colorado). 

...Harold Ward, RVC8     netwings@seeboise.com 

mailto:netwings@seeboise.com


Upcoming Test Sessions for Membership 
 
We have scheduled 2 regular testing sessions a month until the 
end of the year.  Depending on the number of testing candidates, 
we will schedule more to meet the demand. 
They will be on the Second Saturdays and Third Thursdays. 
 
Saturdays   Thursdays 
January 11*   January 16 
February 8   February 20 
March 8   March 20 
 
Saturday Testings are at 1:00pm: 

Z. J. Loussac Public Library 
Mayor’s Conference Room  
3600 Denali Street 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
(907) 343-2975 
 

Thursday Testings are at 5:30 pm: 
 The Energy Building 
 4300 B Street 
 Anchorage, AK 
 
*This will not be the usual MAT test.  Instead, we are offering the 
Culture Fair Battery. Be sure to register in advance to have a 
place.  
The cost to take the test is $40, cash, credit card or check.  You 
can also pay ahead of time by credit card at the Mensa web site, 
www.us.mensa.org and receive a voucher for payment.  
Candidates must bring a picture ID.  Anyone between the ages 
of 14 and 18 may test with parental consent and photo id or birth 
certificate.   
 
So, tell your friends and neighbors who might be interested 
and have them contact Norma Gertson, 907-338-5950 or 
mensaalaskatest@gmail.com to reserve a place. 

 

About the Mensa Tests 

 

First, it is important to know that these tests are testing your 

basic intelligence, not your “wealth of information retained.”  

Simply put, you don’t need to know when the war of 1812 was 

fought, but we will see how you use basic information. 

 

The most frequently offered tests for admission to Mensa are 

referred to as the Mensa Admission Test and the Wonderlic.  

These are two timed tests and a person can qualify for 

membership by reaching the necessary score on either of these 

tests. 

 

If someone does not pass either of those tests, there still may be 

an opportunity to join using “Prior Evidence” which is evidence that 

they have achieved a certain score on a test previously taken.  

There are intelligence tests taken in school, tests taken in the 

military, taken for entrance into graduate school and more.  Please 

visit the website for more information www.us.mensa.org. 

 

Also, there is an additional battery of 3 tests which can be taken 

instead of the MAT called the Culture Fair Battery.  It is also 

possible to take these tests if the applicant does not pass the 

MAT tests.  It actually offers 3 additional opportunities to attain 

membership.  These 3 tests include one which is timed and the 

other 2 which are untimed. Only one need be passed to attain 

membership.  They are designed to measure intelligence without 

the influence of cultural climate or verbal fluency.  All the 

questions involve pictures – similar to picture logic puzzles.  Anyone 

may take the Culture Fair tests, but it is especially recommended 

for persons whose native language is not English, persons with 

dyslexia or ADHD or those who prefer an untimed test.  

 

http://www.us.mensa.org/
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JANUARY 

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 5:30-7pm, ExComm, Kay’s Restaurant 

Saturday, Jan. 4, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Saturday, Jan. 4, 5:30-9:00, Games Night, Title Wave 

Monday, Jan. 6, 7-9pm   Eagle River Dinner, Varied Locations 

Saturday, Jan. 11, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Saturday, Jan. 11, 1-3pm, Admission Testing*, Loussac Lib 

Thursday, Jan. 16, 5:30pm, Admission Testing, Anchorage 

Saturday, Jan. 18, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Monday, Jan. 20, 7-9pm   Eagle River Dinner, Varied Locations 

Saturday, Jan. 25, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

 

FEBRUARY 

Saturday, Feb. 1, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Saturday, Feb. 1, 5:30-9:00, Games Night, Title Wave 

Monday, Feb. 3, 7-9pm,  Eagle River Dinner, Varied Locations 

Wednesday, Feb. 5 5:30-7pm, ExComm, Kay’s Restaurant 

Saturday, Feb. 8, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Saturday, Feb. 8, 1-3pm, Admission Testing, Loussac Lib. 

Saturday, Feb. 15, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Monday, Feb. 17, 7-9pm Eagle River Dinner, Varied Locations 

Thursday, Feb. 20, 5:30pm, Admission Testing, Anchorage 

Saturday, Feb. 22, 9- 11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

 

MARCH 

Saturday, March 1, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Saturday, March 1, 1-3pm, Admission Testing, Loussac Lib. 

Saturday, March 1, 5:30-9:00, Games Night, Title Wave 

Monday, March 3, 7-9pm   Eagle River Dinner, LocationTBD 

Wednesday, March 5, 5:30-7pm, ExComm, Kay’s Restaurant 

Saturday, March 8, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Saturday, March 15, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Monday, March 17, 7-9pm   Eagle River Dinner, LocationTBD 

Thursday, March 20, 5:30pm, Admission Testing, Anchorage 

Saturday, March 22, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Saturday, March 29, 9-11am, Breakfast, Doriola’s Restaurant 

Monday, March 31, 7-9pm   Eagle River Dinner, LocationTBD 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Note: Please always check www.mensaalaska.org for the latest 

information. 
 

Board Meeting:  1st Wednesday of every month (except January) at 

5:30 p.m. at Kay’s Family Restaurant, 3002 Spenard Rd., Anchorage.      
 

Saturday Morning Breakfasts: 

Every Saturday morning from 9:00 to 11:00am at Doriolas, 510 W. 

Tudor, between C and Arctic Streets.  We have a room in the back. 
 

Eagle River Dinners:  1st, 3rd and 5th Mondays of every month at 7:00 

pm.  Location changes regularly – contact MaryRose Clark at (907) 

355-6688.  

 

Games Night:  1st Saturday of every month at Title Wave Books, 1360 

W Northern Lights Blvd, 5:30 to 9:00.  There is a restaurant, Yak & 

Yeti, right there and the food is great. Contact Amy Whinston for other 

info at amy@whinston.net. 

 

*This will not be the usual MAT tests.  Instead, we are offering 

the Culture Fair Battery.  Anyone may take this set of tests 

instead.  See previous page regarding this test. 

http://www.mensaalaska.org/
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Go ahead and stare into the Brilliance of Beantown. Not blinding 

but enlightening, the city and its place in American history are 

formidable, of course, but Boston also wears the 21st century 

well. 

From its downtown core to the outlying areas, Boston is a city 

with something for everyone: history and high technology, 

academic excellence and neighborhood ethnicity, financial 

prominence and sports enthusiasm, scientific achievements and 

a thrilling cultural scene. This mix of Colonial charm and urban 

sophistication is almost completely surrounded by water, with the 

Atlantic Ocean on two sides and the Charles River running 

alongside the back side of the city. 

 

Boston is a perfect place for shoppers, restaurant connoisseurs 

and people who simply enjoy visiting the sites around town. The 

Freedom Trail is a good place to start, with its 3-mile historic 

walk through old Boston and Charlestown. The 48-acre Boston 

Common, America's first public park, runs alongside the flower-

filled Public Garden. Nearby is the Bull and Finch Pub, 

inspiration for the TV series Cheers. 

There's so much more, from Faneuil Hall Marketplace to the 

diverse selection of museums to the cobblestone streets of 

Beacon Hill to the Italian shops and restaurants of the North End. 

The Annual Gathering, hosted by American Mensa and Mensa 

Canada and scheduled July 2-6, is the center of that cultural and 

intellectual universe in 2014 — join us! 

Register online at www.ag.us.mensa.org!  

  
Acclaimed author & anthropologist to 
speak 

The Mensa Education & Research Foundation is 

thrilled to announce that acclaimed forensic 

anthropologist and best-selling author Kathy 

Reichs will speak at the 2014 Colloquium: Crime 

Scene Intelligence, scheduled July 1, 2014, in 

Boston.  Reichs, a forensic anthropologist and 

professor of anthropology, catapulted to fame 

when her novel Déjà Dead became a bestseller and 

won the 1997 Ellis Award for Best First Novel. She also is a producer 

of the Fox TV series Bones, which is based on her work and novels. 

As a forensic anthropologist, Reichs has taught FBI agents on human 

remains detection and has aided in the identification of war dead from 

several conflicts. She also assisted with identifying remains found at 

ground zero of the World Trade Center following the 9/11 terrorist 

attacks. She has translated much of that dramatic work experience into 

her mesmerizing novels. 

From fingerprints to forensic psychology, from computers to crime 

scenes and beyond, Colloquium 2014: Crime Scene Intelligence will fully 

explore the world of forensic science. Kathy Reichs is an impressive 

addition to the day's program, which will be an exciting chance to 

interact with other bright minds on the current status of forensic 

science. 

Forensic science has come a long way since the fictional days of 

Sherlock Holmes. The Mensa Foundation's 2014 Colloquium: Crime 

Scene Intelligence takes you from crime site to cop shop to research 

room, with a look at how it all plays out in books, movies and 

television. 

. Register online at www.colloquium.us.mensa.org 



 

Welcome to the world of Mind 
Games®!  

Founded in 1990, American Mensa's Mind 

Games® has become one of the most respected 

national games competitions. If you're unfamiliar 

with Mind Games®, follow the quick links below 

to learn about this exciting annual event for 

Mensa members. 

Of the more than 50 games entered and judged 

each year, five are chosen as Mensa Select®. 

Winners such as Scattergories™, Taboo™ and Apples to Apples™ have 

gone on to become top-sellers and award-winners. 

 
  

So, what is Mind Games®? 

It's a national event. American Mensans get together to play and rate the 

latest board and card games over one spring weekend. Want to play? 

 

It's a competition. Game manufacturers enter their newest products in pursuit 

of the Mensa Select® seal — proof that the most avid game-players in the 

country have judged their games to be the best. Want to enter? 

 

It's the gold standard of gaming. When you see the gold Mensa Select® seal, 

you've found a high-quality product that you're likely to enjoy. 

 

To register, visit the Mind Games website at mindgames.us.mensa.org  

 
Events list 
It's All Sun 'n' Games  

Friday January 17, 2014 - Sunday January 19, 2014  

It's winter elsewhere, but in Central Florida, it's all sun 'n' games! Join us for fantastic 

speakers, programs, and activities, fun youth track, 24-hour hospitality, games and 

tournaments of all kinds, and stimulating conversation. 

 

Adult registration rates are: 

$65 through Jul. 31 

$75 through Sep. 30  

$85 through Nov. 30  

$95 through Jan. 16  

$99 onsite.  

 

Discounted rates for youth (13–20), preteens (7–12), and children (3 to 6). Discounts 

for multiple registrations (5% off for 3 or 4 family members, 7% off for 5 or more 

family members).  

All meals (Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast/lunch/dinner, Sunday brunch) plus 24-

hour hospitality included in registration.  

 

DoubleTree by Hilton Orlando at SeaWorld 

10100 International Dr. 

Orlando, FL 32821 

(407) 352-1100 

Room rates are $85 and are guaranteed until Jan. 4, 2014. Use code CFM. 

To register, visit sun-n-games.org or email registrar@sun-n-games.org for a 

registration form to complete by "snail mail." Registration forms also available by 

request by writing to: CFM RG Registrar, P.O. Box 590191, Orlando, FL 32859-

0191.  

 

For more information, contact Debbie Freeland at rg.chair@sun-n-games.org or 407-

590-9362. 

http://www.mindgames.us.mensa.org/mindgames/?LinkServID=27327E51-E081-4C23-C4A306B4D1D95F89
http://www.mindgames.us.mensa.org/mindgames/?LinkServID=3B2661E6-E081-4C23-C4ED4947DF282B3B
http://mindgames.us.mensa.org/
http://sun-n-games.org/
mailto:registrar@sun-n-games.org
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Life Is Sweet! With Special Guests M&Ms!  

Friday January 24, 2014 - Sunday January 26, 2014  

 

Sometimes you feel like a nut; sometimes you don't. Special honors to all M&M 

couples who truly know The Sweet Life. Programs, tastings, great hospitality, games, 

and surprises! Bring your talent with you for the talent show. We have a large central 

hospitality, all programs on one floor, free parking. Enjoy the hotel catered Sunday 

brunch buffet before you head home. 

 

Full weekend:  

$55 until October 31; 

$65 until December 31; 

$75 after January 1, 2014.  

 

Day Rates:  

$20 for Friday or Sunday;  

$40 Saturday. 

 

Kids:  

$25 under 6;  

$40 ages 6-12.  

 

Clarion Hotel and Convention Center 

2930 Waterfront Parkway West 

Indianapolis, IN 46214 

317-299-8400 

Web site: ClarionWaterfront.com 

Room rate is $69 and is guaranteed through: Jan. 24; use code Mensa. 

 

To register and for more information, contact Cyndi Kuyper at 765-463-1393 

orrg.registrar@yahoo.com. Also Like us on Facebook at Indy RG. 

 

Ski SIG 2014  

Thursday January 30, 2014 - Tuesday February 4, 2014  

 

Come and ski the dream at Beaver Creek and Vail, Colorado over Super Bowl 

weekend. Rub elbows with societies elite and then join in for Mensa caliber apres-ski. 

 

Registration for 5 days of Apres-Ski is $70. No meals included 

Comfort Inn Vail/Beaver Creek 

161 W. Beaver Creek Blvd. 

Avon, CO 81620 

970-949-5511 

Room rates are $110 Q, $115 K, and are guaranteed through Dec. 31; use code: Ski 

SIG of American Mensa. 

 

To register, complete the form at ski.us.mensa.org. For more information, contact Joel 

Schneider at Avon2014@skisig.us.mensa.org or 408-910-0522. 

Ixtraordinary Ixtapa  

Saturday February 8, 2014 - Saturday February 15, 2014  

Grab your bikini and boogie board for a week of IXTreme beach fun in an IXotic 

tropical locale! Over ten sporty program tracks include sailing, kayaking, flying 

trapeze, archery, beach volleyball, pool games, tennis, climbing wall, fitness classes 

and more. All sports equipment, professional lessons and meals included in room rate. 

Separate programs for children. SCUBA and eco-tours available off-site. Check 

IXpedia for tix that xfer through LAX on the way home to mix it up with Mensans at 

the GLAAM RG 2014 (Presidents' Weekend). Meals include all the OaXaca cheese 

you can eat. Singles are especially welcome. Separate programs for kids. 

 

Registration is free. Day passes are available and include all sports, meals and drinks. 

 

Club Med Ixtapa 

Playa Quieta 

40880 Ixtapa/Zihuatanejo 

Guerrero México, 40880 

(52) 75 55 55 10 00 

http://www.clarionwaterfront.com/
mailto:rg.registrar@yahoo.com
http://ski.us.mensa.org/
mailto:Avon2014@skisig.us.mensa.org


Web site: http://www.MillTravel.com/1-800-242-6378 

Room rates are $140 ppDO and are guaranteed through Nov. 8. Use reservation code 

Ixtapa Feb 8. 

 

To register, contact Erica Byrne at ByrneErica@Yahoo.com or call Steve at Mill 

Travel at 800-242-6378. For more information, contact Erica Byrne 

at ByrneErica@yahoo.com. 

 

Warp Factor: RG  

Friday February 14, 2014 - Sunday February 16, 2014  

Make it so! Come 'trek' to NH! We'll program for many things Trek, a media 

phenomenon of multiple TV and movie series, innumerable gaming programs and an 

inspiration for generations of scientists, engineers and even astronauts. (Non-Trek 

fans will find a fine 21st century RG, also.) Featuring games, speakers, a fully 

prepared hospitality, movies and much more!  

 

 

Registration rates are: 

$60 through Nov. 15, 

$65 through Jan. 15, and 

$75 after. 

 

Meals included in hospitality. 

 

Hotel: 

Best Western Wynwood 

580 US Hwy 1 Bypass 

603-436-7600 

wynwoodportsmouth.com 

Room rates are $82.95 SD, then $5 per additional adult and are guaranteed through 

Jan. 21. 

 

To register, contact Registrar Deb Stone at nhrg@stonesrealm.com or 603-856-7055 

 

StaRGazing 2014  

Friday February 14, 2014 - Monday February 17, 2014  

 

Enjoy a fabulous RG in sunny SoCal. Fri. starts with Pub Crawl & on-site programs. 

Sat. morning take a tour of the Space Shuttle Endeavour along with an IMAX theater 

experience. RG includes Speakers, Games & Tournaments, a variety of Tastings, 

Media Xchange, and New Member & Gen X/Y Receptions. There will be a special 

Sunday Brunch with entertainment. 

 

Registration: 

$99 through Oct. 31; 

$119 through Jan. 21; and 

$129 thereafter. 

 

Two-day (Fri/Sat) is $69 through Jan. 21 and $75 thereafter. Two-day (Sun/Mon) is 

$59 through Jan. 21 and $65 thereafter. Children under 17 are half price. Kids' Track 

(Sun. only) is $30.  

 

Registration includes five meals. Sunday brunch is $47.50 by Jan. and $50 thereafter. 

 

Hotel: 

Warner Center Marriott 

21850 Oxnard St. 

Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

800-228-9290 

marriott.com/hotels/travel/laxwc-warner-center-marriott-woodland-

hills/?toDate=2/17/14&groupCode=menmena&fromDate=2/14/14&app=resvlink 

 

Room rates are $99 SD and are guaranteed until Jan. 21. Use reservation code 

MENMENA. 

 

To register and for more information, contact Madeline Walker at 310-569-8415 

orLAMensaRG@gmail.com. 

http://www.milltravel.com/1-800-242-6378
mailto:ByrneErica@Yahoo.com
mailto:ByrneErica@Yahoo.com
http://wynwoodportsmouth.com/
mailto:nhrg@stonesrealm.com
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/laxwc-warner-center-marriott-woodland-hills/?toDate=2/17/14&groupCode=menmena&fromDate=2/14/14&app=resvlink
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/laxwc-warner-center-marriott-woodland-hills/?toDate=2/17/14&groupCode=menmena&fromDate=2/14/14&app=resvlink
mailto:LAMensaRG@gmail.com


 

Snowball XL  

Friday February 28, 2014 - Sunday March 2, 2014  

 

Come join CNJM for Snowball XL, the longest running and best RG the US has to 

offer. Beautiful hotel, close to train station, free parking,outstanding 24 hour free 

hospitality, huge game room, riveting programs and the company of the brightest 

people in the world. 

 

Registration rates: 

$70 through Jan. 31; 

$75 through Feb. 21; and 

$80 thereafter. 

Partial weekend rates available. 

 

Saturday night buffet is $25 to join the feast in our own private dining room. 

 

Hilton Hotel 

120 Wood Avenue South 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

732-494-6200 

Room rate is $106 and is guaranteed through Feb. 14. Use reservation code CJM. 

 

To register online, visit cnj.us.mensa.org. To register by mail, send your check or 

money order-payable to Central New Jersey Mensa to:  

 

Andrea Gallini-Giarnieri 

P.O. Box 2272 

Union, NJ 07083 

 

For more information, contact Andrea Gallini-Giarnieri 

at andreabgg@hotmail.com or 908-351-1583. 

 

Around the World in a Weekend  

Friday March 7, 2014 - Sunday March 9, 2014  

 

Meet us in St. Louis for a fun weekend of programs, entertainment, food and fun! 

Separate children's program right next to Hospitality. Friday night dessert contest, 

Saturday night banquet is included with your choice of salmon, chicken, vegetarian, 

or kosher. Of course, the Stone Hill Wine Guys will be back! See our web site for up-

to-date programming information. 

stlouisareamensa.weebly.com/2014-gathering.html 

Registration: 

$74 through, Dec. 31; 

$79 through Jan. 31; and 

$84 thereafter. 

Children under 14 are half price with no banquet, and children five and under are $5.  

 

Day rates: 

$30, Fri.; 

$60, Sat.; and 

$30, Sun. 

 

Registration includes six meals, including the Sat. banquet. 

 

Hotel: 

Crowne Plaza St Louis Airport Hotel 

11228 Lone Eagle Drive 

Bridgeton, MO 63044 

314-291-670 

Room rate is $76 and is guaranteed through Feb. 15. 

 

To register, download the registration form from stlouis.us.mensa.org or mail 

registration to Jim Tuller, Registrar, 1601 South 18th Street, Saint Louis, MO 63104. 

 

For more information, contact Jim Tuller at mensajim@yahoo.com or 314-265-3166. 

http://cnj.us.mensa.org/
mailto:andreabgg@hotmail.com
http://stlouisareamensa.weebly.com/2014-gathering.html
http://stlouis.us.mensa.org/
mailto:mensajim@yahoo.com


 

DAMNations 27 - Fully Amended  

Friday March 21, 2014 - Sunday March 23, 2014  

 

DAMNations 27: Fully Amended! Talks and presentations; games and tournaments; 

Kid's track and craft track; five meals by the famous Dayton Hospitality team; ice 

cream social; craft beers and the return of the Kegerator; music and dancing; late 

night conversations and general silliness! 

 

Registration rates: 

$55 through Dec. 1; 

$60 through Mar. 1; and 

$70 at the door. 

Fri. only, $20; Sat. only, $45; kids 16 and under, 1/2 price; and kids under 5, free. 

 

Wyndham Garden Dayton South Hotel 

31 Prestige Plaza Drive 

Miamisburg, OH 45432 

937-434-8030 

Room rate is $84 and is guaranteed until Feb. 23. Use code Mensa. 

 

To register online, visit dayton.us.mensa.org. Last minute program information, 

volunteer signups, map and general conversations about the RG can be found 

on Facebook. For more information, contact Karren Lehman 

at RG.Registrar@dayton.us.mensa.org. 

 

Region 5 LDW  

Friday March 28, 2014 - Sunday March 30, 2014  

Primarily for Region 5 leaders, we hope to offer the following workshops: getting 

people involved; conflict resolution; concurrent breakout groups for Proctors, Editors, 

GYCs and Treasurers; gatherings; welcome new members; getting pr for your group; 

and possibly a panel for GenXers on Sunday morning. Lunch will be provided 

Saturday for LDW participants. 

 

Hilton Charlotte Executive Park 

5624 Westpark Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28217 

704-527-8000 

charlotteexecutivepark.hilton.com 

Room rate is $109 SD and is guaranteed until Mar. 7. 

 

To register and for more information, contact Nancy Campbell 

at nancampbell@juno.com or 704-533-3351. 

 

AMC Meeting (Spring 2014)  

Saturday March 29, 2014 - Saturday March 29, 2014  

The Spring 2014 AMC meeting will take place at the Hilton Charlotte Executive 

Park, 5624 Westpark Dr Charlotte, NC 28217; 704-527-8000. For more information, 

email Tracy Vecchio at TracyV@americanmensa.org or call 817-607-0060 ext. 5505. 

 

New York State of Mind  

Friday April 4, 2014 - Sunday April 6, 2014  

 

The first and greatest chapter in the country is back with the greatest RG (well, it's in 

the top ten) of the year. Held at the beautiful Crowne Plaza Hotel in White Plains, 

we'll have 24-hour Hospitality with great munchies and beverages, an amazing Games 

Room, competitions, an educational and delicious tequila tasting, a martial arts 

lesson, Hudson Valley sightseeing, and lots of wonderful speakers. Registration 

begins mid-October 2013; sign up early and get a better deal! Volunteers welcome 

(And get limited-edition t-shirts)! 

 

We've worked really hard to make this a weekend that you'll enjoy and remember. 

We're looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible. GNYM members, please 

support your local group and come on out for this fun weekend. To everyone else - 

http://dayton.us.mensa.org/
http://tinyurl.com/DAMNations27
mailto:RG.Registrar@dayton.us.mensa.org
http://charlotteexecutivepark.hilton.com/
mailto:nancampbell@juno.com
javascript:exeMailTo('operations',%20'americanmensa',%20'org');


members from other regions, and friends of all of the above - GNYM is a very special 

group. Plan now to join us and find this out for yourselves. 

rg.gnym.org 

 

Registration rates: 

$99 through Jan. 31; 

$109 through Feb. 14; 

$119 through Apr. 3; and 

$129 thereafter. 

Saturday only is $79. 

 

Meals are included in the registration fee, including a a welcome reception Friday 

night, sit-down dinner Saturday night, and buffet breakfasts both Saturday and 

Sunday. Hospitality will also have food 24/7 as well as snacks and drinks. 

 

Crowne Plaza White Plains 

66 Hale Avenue 

White Plains, NY 10601 

877-270-1393 

resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=10869173 

Room rates are $117 and are guaranteed through Mar. 15. 

 

For more information and to register, contact Event Chair Leon Feingold 

at Leon.Feingold@GNYM.org or visitfacebook.com/events/685038388181943. 

 

 

http://rg.gnym.org/
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