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02/01/2008 Emergency Vehicle Driving

Purpose

The purpose of this standard is to provide a guideline for the operation of fire department vehicles

while responding to and returning from emergencies.  Due to hazards associated with emergency

driving, personnel should never attempt to reduce response time by increasing speed or by practicing

unsafe driving practices.  Each member is expected to know, understand, and operate according to this

procedure as each situation arises. 

Personally owned vehicles are NOT emergency vehicles and bear no special privilege while being

driven by a member of the fire department to the fire station, or to the scene of an incident.  No portion

of this standard applies to personally owned and operated vehicles. 

Responsibility 

It shall be the responsibility of each vehicle driver and officer to know, understand, and implement this

standard as it applies to the situation at hand.  Each member should apply good judgment in the

application of this standard.  

Procedure

Driver Training:  Only members that have completed the department drivers' safety course or

equivalent and have been checked off on driving skills and demonstrated the ability to operate said

equipment will be certified to operate department vehicles.  

Scope

This standard shall apply to all members responding to any type of fire department call. 

Placing Vehicle In Motion

1. Before moving the vehicle, the driver and officer shall ensure that all members are seated

with seat belts fastened and ready to proceed.  No fire department vehicle shall be moved

without all riding personnel being seated and belted. 

2. The driver shall also ensure that all doors and equipment on the vehicle are properly secured

before moving the vehicle.

3. Upon moving the vehicle, the driver shall be aware of, and apply due caution for other

apparatus and vehicles moving at the same time. 

4. Upon leaving the station, the driver shall be aware of, and apply due caution for other

members arriving at the fire station. 

5. Prior to moving the vehicle, the driver shall gently apply the brakes to assure their operation

before entering the street.  



Emergency Operations page 2 of 3      

1. Emergency lights and audible warning devices shall only be used to respond to a reported

emergency (dispatch information indicates that the incident poses a valid threat to life and/or

property that justifies the risk of an emergency response).  Discretion may be applied by the

driver or company officer. 

2. Emergency warning lights and audible warning devices shall be operated concurrently while the

vehicle is in motion.  Vehicle may not be operated in a “code 2” mode (i.e. Warning lights

operated without siren).  

3. While driving in an emergency mode (lights and siren), fire department vehicles may exceed the

posted speed limit by no more than 10 mph.  

4. Upon approaching an intersection with a stop sign or red stop light, the vehicle shall come to a

complete stop before proceeding through the intersection. 

5. Fire department vehicles shall stop at all railroad crossings whether operated in either

emergency or non-emergency mode. 

6. Fire department vehicles shall not pass another emergency vehicle while operating in an

emergency mode while both vehicles are in motion.  The vehicle being passed may pull to the

right and allow the passing vehicle to proceed.  

7. Fire department vehicles shall be operated in such a manner as considers due regard for the

safety of fire department personnel and members of the public. 

Non-emergency operations

1. Fire department vehicles, when operating in a non-emergency mode, shall obey all traffic laws

and regulations of the State of Alabama.

2. Fire department vehicles shall be parked in such a manner that does not impede the normal flow

of traffic. 

3. While parked, vehicle 4-way flashers shall be activated. 

Driver Attention

The driver shall focus full attention on the safe operation of the vehicle.  The sole responsibility of the

driver is to operate in a safe manner by keeping both hands on the steering wheel and driving with due

regard to safety.  The driver should not operate the radio, lights, sirens, etc.  These shall be the

responsibility of the company officer or passenger.  Drivers operating vehicles without an officer or

passenger are exempt from this requirement. 

Backing of Vehicles

If personnel are available, whenever any piece of apparatus is being backed up, there should be at least

one (1) firefighter at the rear of the vehicle.  This firefighter is to be in the driver's view at all times and

shall assist the driver to ensure safe backing of the apparatus. 
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1. All accidents involving fire department vehicles shall be reported to dispatch immediately.

2. Apparatus involved in an accident will cancel their response.

3. The driver of the apparatus shall assure that the following are notified.

1. Ashville Police Department 

2. Alabama State Troopers to investigate accident and write report. 

3. Fire Department Chief


