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9/10 
POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT 
WATER QUALITY ANALYST 

 
I  INTRODUCTION 
 
The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary (MBNMS), the nation’s largest national marine 
sanctuary encompasses more than 6,000 square miles of central California coastal waters that 
contain a rich array of habitats and marine life.  The MBNMS is part of the National Marine 
Sanctuary Program (NMSP), which provides protection of these natural resources through research 
and education to foster public understanding and stewardship of this nationally significant marine 
area. The Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation (MBSF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to advance the understanding and protection of the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary (MBNMS) and other coastal and ocean resources in California.  
 
The MBSF is contracted to provide the MBNMS with a full time Water Quality Analyst for a 
period of one year beginning in October 2010. The Water Quality Analyst will analyze existing 
water quality data and water quality improvement practices (e.g. management measures) in the 
central coast of California and report findings and synthesize findings into a framework for ongoing 
regional monitoring and assessment.  The position will also provide field assistance to the 
Volunteer Monitoring Coordinator. 
 
Over the past six years, staff from the MBNMS, the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (RWQCB) the California Coastal Commission, and the Sanctuary Integrated Monitoring 
Program (SIMoN) has brought local, state and federal agencies, researchers, and volunteer 
monitoring groups together to assess and report existing data, identify gaps, and develop strategies 
to strengthen regional water quality monitoring efforts.   This position will analyze water quality 
data and management practices in lands draining to the MBNMS and its watersheds. The Water 
Quality Analyst will review and analyze spatial and temporal trends of water quality data and 
management practice / program information.  In addition there will be a field component in which 
the Water Quality Analyst will provide assistance in monitoring design, source tracking and 
practice effectiveness monitoring. 
 
II  DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
The candidate will work with the MBNMS Water Quality Protection Program Director to develop, 
deliver and evaluate the following projects: 
 

 Manage and enhance the MBNMS water quality database and online Water Quality Viewer.   
 Provide statistical analysis such as spatial and temporal water quality trends and make the 

information available for resource managers.  
 Continue the development of a tracking tool for agriculture and urban land based 

management activities. 
 Assist with development of monitoring program design to address questions related to 

effectiveness of management practices. 
 Assist the Volunteer Monitoring Coordinator with source tracking and effectiveness 

monitoring. 
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III REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE 
 

 Degree in a natural science discipline (e.g. chemistry, biology, environmental science). 
Bachelor's required, Master's preferred. 

 Training and experience with data management, data analysis, and statistical methods for 
environmental data. 

 Demonstrated ability to create products (e.g. presentations, reports, web-based tools) that 
effectively communicate scientific information to diverse audiences. 

 Familiarity with Federal, State and local water quality issues, regulatory programs, and 
monitoring programs. 

 Software skills required include proficiency with MS Excel, MS Access, statistical packages 
(e.g. SPSS, Minitab, Systat, R, or similar), and familiarity with MySQL. 

 Ability to independently prioritize activities, manage time efficiently, solve complex 
problems, and acquire new skills as they become necessary. 

IV.  PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS 
The position is on-assignment to and located at the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
(MBNMS) office in Monterey, CA. The Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation, Executive Director, 
oversees financial and human resource matters. The Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation is an “at-
will” employer. 
 
The work is expected to approximate a standard 40-hour business week, Monday through Friday, 
for a one-year base year, with option years possible as funding allows.  The candidate needs to be 
available during the business day and on occasion will need to work evening hours or weekends for 
special events and projects. The candidate will be expected to carry out assignments independently, 
but coordinate the work with others as required, while maintaining close contact with the WQPP 
Director.  
 
After a ninety-day introductory period, full-time employees are eligible for employment benefits 
and health insurance. A competitive salary is available, commensurate with experience. 
 
V. FURNISHED EQUIPMENT AND FACILITY 
 
The candidate will be provided a workstation at the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary’s 
offices, and will have access to a computer, telephone, copier, facsimile machine and government 
vehicle.  
 
VI APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
The position is open until filled.  Interviews will begin October 11, 2010.  
 
Please mail, email or fax a one-page cover letter, resume and the contact information for 3 
professional references to: 
 
Water Quality Analyst Position 
Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation 
299 Foam Street, Suite D 
Monterey, CA 93940.  
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Email: admin@mbnmsf.org  
 
 (831) 647-4244 Fax 
 
Electronic communications are preferred in Microsoft Word or Adobe Pdf formats 
No phone calls please. 
 
The Monterey Bay Sanctuary Foundation is an equal opportunity employer. 
 
 


