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ABYEI CHURCH – PROJECT PROPOSAL 
 

A Church & School in the Episcopal Church of Sudan 

 

 

Project Budget  USD 81,000 
 

 

Contacts in Sudan 

 

1. Revd Zachariah Dau Ngor 

Archdeacon, Abyei Archdeaconry, Diocese of Wau, 

mobile 0918250854, 0916110080 

2. Revd Santino Jok Mijak mobile 0911103994 

3. The Most Revd. Dr Daniel Deng, Archbishop of the 

Episcopal Church of Sudan 

PO Box 110, Juba, Sudan 

Email    ecsprovince@hotmail.com 

Modile  0912299275 

 

Contacts in UK 

 

4. Dave Lewis, Salisbury Sudan Committee 

5. Richard Ambrose, Schools in Sudan 

 

 

Contact information to be completed 

mailto:ecsprovince@hotmail.com


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

The Episcopal Church of Sudan (ECS) was established in 1976 

when the Sudan became an independent Province of the Church 

with four Dioceses. Since then, the Church has grown very fast 

and to the extent that the number of Dioceses reached 24 in 

1992. Abyei falls under the Diocese of Wau. The ECS Church 

in Abyei was established in 1992 as a chapel and then 

developed parishes and six centres. There is an Archdeacon 

with 7 pastors, 4 lay readers and 14 Mothers' Union workers 

besides 5000 members. 

 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND 

 

Abyei is on the boundary between North and South Sudan. The 

local inhabitants are the Ngok-Dinka tribe and the Misariyah 

tribe. Despite their cultural differences, historically these two 

tribes have co-existed peacefully. In the early 1950s, the Ngok-

Dinka decided to align themselves with the North and today 

Khartoum considers Abyei to be part of North Sudan. Oil makes 

this region of significance economically and oil wells are sited 

just a few kilometres north of Abyei town. Unfortunately, in the 

Abyei area the legal boundary between North and South is in 

dispute; the Abyei Boundary Commission has been set up to 

resolve the matter. In recent years, some of the Ngok-Dinka 

have started to look to the South and to express the wish to be 

part of Southern Sudan. This is a development which is not 

countenanced by Khartoum. Furthermore, it is not universally 

welcomed by Southerners as Abyei has become such a 



contentious issue and an obstacle to a stable peace.  Local issues 

concerning the semi-nomadic Misariyah, their grazing rights and 

the Ngok-Dinka's claim to land around Abyei have surfaced 

whilst the current national tensions have increased suspicion and 

distrust. 

 

PROJECT PLANNING 

 

This project has been planned under the supervision of the 

Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of Sudan, the Most Revd. 

Dr. Daniel Deng. The project will be implemented by the 

contractor Betiamen Gilberto. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation will be carried out by the ECS 

Provincial Administration whilst the Archdeacon of Abyei along  

with the Church Committee will exercise direct supervision. 

 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

 

1. To build a church 25 m x 15 m to accommodate 200 

people 

2. To provide a permanent place of worship 

3. To provide office space and a meeting space for spiritual 

activities as well as educational and developmental 

initiatives. 

 

 



PROJECT JUSTIFICATION 

 

Abyei Church was established in 1992 and located 200 m from 

the old market centre. The Church was built with local materials 

which included mud walls and grass roofs. During the war, 

nearly all the inhabitants of Abyei became IDPs and many lived 

in Khartoum. The town of Abyei was effectively abandoned. 

After the Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed in 2005, 

inhabitants returned to Abyei and by 2008 approximately 50,000 

people were living in the town. The ECS Abyei Church became 

a dual purpose compound serving as a worship centre on 

Sundays with a large congregation and thriving Sunday School. 

On weekdays, the buildings were used as classrooms and 

headmaster's office for the ECS Basic School which was 

catering for 618 pupils. 

 

In May 2008 fighting broke out between factions from within 

the local Sudanese forces and the whole town was burnt to the 

ground. The inhabitants fled into the rural areas and endured 

months of hardship with heavy rains and little shelter or food. 

Habitation of the town again became possible in late 2008 and a 

few people have returned to live in tents and temporary 

structures. 

 

While the ECS church members were planning how to 

redevelop the church, the authorities surprised them with  

notification that a road is to be constructed across the church 

land. However, the authorities have offered compensation 

through the provision of a new site 50 m x 40 m adjacent to a 



road and a residential area. This area is strategic and so it is 

planned to reconstruct using permanent materials which will 

serve the Christians and the community over many years. 

 

PROJECT COSTS 

 

It is estimated that the cost of building of the new church will be 

eighty thousand (81,000) US dollars 

 

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

 

It is planned to use the church for educational purposes during 

the week and to build classrooms and school buildings at a later 

stage. 


