
4 Lakes Initiative 
Meeting Minutes 

May 16th, 2011 
7 PM, Viscount Hall 

 

A. Representatives from the following lakes were present, along with other interested citizens: 
a. Bangs Lake 
b. Towers Lake Drain 
c. Slocum Lake 
d. Griswold Lake 
e. Port Barrington 

 
B. Housekeeping Items 

a. Tom Kubala representing the Towers Lake area requested to participate in the open 
meeting of the 4 Lakes Watershed Initiative.  It briefly discussed amongst the group that 
the 4LWI will have no restrictions on future adjoining lake or watershed groups joining 
the 4LWI. 

b. Possible field trip destinations or ideas were discussed: 
i. Native plantings established along Bangs Lake 

ii. Stream channel conditions along various stream reaches such as Mutton Creek 
and Slocum/Bangs Drain. 

iii. John Lambert also debriefed the 4LWI regarding the use of old sump pumps as a 
means to circulate water in backwater areas.  Various lakeside landowners have 
been using this technique successfully.    

c. There were no follow up questions to the sampling procedures. 
d. Ed Lochmayer was currently at a D118 meeting and we will be exploring further options 

for student participation.   
e. Brian V briefly discussed the latest ILMA POD held in Lake Villa with the topic of aquatic 

plants which was well attended.  Another ILMA POD is anticipated to be held in the 
Crystal Lake area in late June/July. 

f. An apparent illegal filling near KOA Street near the western shoreline of Slocum Lake 
surfaced by SLMA members.  Thorough discussion followed.  Brian V is following leads 
with SLMA to further shed light on the problem.   
 

C. Guidance Committee 
a. Invitations were being extended to various municipal and agency personnel for the 

Guidance Committee.  Brian V had asked for additional ideas.  Lake County and 
McHenry County Soil & Water Conservation Districts were mentioned.   

b. Tasks of the Guidance were briefly reviewed with the 4LWI.  Upon formation the two 
groups will complement each other with the Guidance Committee serving to assist the 
stakeholders to make informed decisions in seeking financial and technical aid.   
 

D. Environmental Trends 
a. Best Management Practices (BMPs) were brought up as the means to achieve water 

quality goals and would be a focus in the watershed plan.  ILMA members should look 



forward to the upcoming edition of Lake Waves for more information.  Multiple copies 
will be obtained for 4LWI distribution.   

b. Brian V then lead an exercise using the individual lake watershed maps which identifies 
areas that stakeholders consider “trouble areas” around the lakes or the adjacent 
watershed.  Key areas include: 

i. Point source pollution areas (discharge points) 
ii. Non-point source locations such as agricultural runoff 

iii. Flood prone areas  
iv. Degraded land eroding streams. 

 
E. Final Discussion Points 

a. Next meeting would be on the 20th of June, with a location to be determined. 
b. Historical Perspectives – it may be useful for the various stakeholder lakes to begin to 

chronicle events for their areas.  Things such as structures, launches or items of 
significant interest.  Will discuss.    


