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COSTA RICA ISSUE 

 
COSTA RICA JOURNEY 
January 15 – 23,  2010 

By Pat Lidbury & Cal Nykanen 
Roland and Nancy Hogg, Manfred and Jennifer Haja, Dorothy Grabos,  Cal Nykanen, Sue Culhane, Pat Lidbury, Dorothy 
Nufer, Nancy  Patsun. 
 
Friday, January 15 – All 10 of us gathered together at the US Airways terminal to fly to Costa Rica, the trip that was 
planned for a year.  We left on time at 7:45 am to fly to Charlotte NC to pick up our flight to Costa Rica.  We were 
scattered all over the plane.  An uneventful flight.  Landed on time and walked to our next gate.  Different airport.  
Interesting.  We finally found our gate D11.  Went thru customs very quickly.  Again, scattered all over the plane.  We 
received the usual forms to fill out for customs.  Arrived San Jose a little late.  Went thru customs with no problems.  
Hector, the tour director, met us and took us to the bus and we went to the Balmoral Hotel.  Baggage went by another 
bus.  It was very busy with cars, people, bikes, etc. everywhere.  Not an easy drive.  Checked in with no problems.  
Baggage was brought to our rooms.  Unpacked some and then had some free time.  Some went to the grocery store  to 
buy water and librations.  It was rush hour and there were people everywhere.  Walking, biking, and waiting in a queue 
for the bus to take them home outside of the city.  Most people do not live in the city.  All the stores and restaurants are 
open to the outside.  It seemed like there were no doors or windows.  Cal had bought a bottle of wine so we went to sit 
and talk and  toast our arrival in Costa Rice and relax.  Met others for dinner at the El Patio at 7:00 for dinner and we 
ordered off the menu.  Back to the room to pack.  We could only take 25bs.  The other luggage was kept for us and 
would be picked and meet us when we arrived at La Fortuna at the volcano site.  There was AC thank goodness.  The 
days will be in the 90’s the whole time we are in Costa Rica. 

 



 
Saturday, January 16  -  Luggage out at 5:30 am.  Meet 
at 6:00 am to board the bus.   
 

 
 
The hotel gave us a box breakfast to go  (banana, juice, 
cookies, and roll)  On our way out of the city, the bus 
drove by several interesting sites and buildings.   It was 
pretty empty.  Not rush hour yet.   Went thru a tunnel 
1-1/2 miles long.  Not many tunnels in Costa Rica.  After 
the tunnel we rode awhile and then stopped for 
breakfast at Rio Danta in Guapiles.  All of the 
restaurants and gift shops are open.  Windows and 
doors open.  Served breakfast of scrambled eggs, rice 
and black beans, sausage, bread and cheese.   
 

 
 
We had time to take pictures of several flowers growing 
in their natural habitat.  Bussed for another 2 hours 
over a road that was all stones.  It did not make my neck 
feel wonderful.  Arrived at the river at Cano Blano to 
embark for a 2-1/2 hour boat ride toward Tortuguero.   
It was a long narrow craft with a top canopy.  Held all of 
us.  It was  very scenic and we stopped several times for 
Hector to point out things of interest and tell us about  

 

 
 

 
 
the area.  Arrived at Mawamba Lodge completely 
windblown.  The cottage is ok.  Enough room to move 
around but no place to put anything.  I will live out of 
my suitcase.  Picked out our 25 lb luggage bag and went 
to the room.  5 buildings which held 5 separate 
accommodations which were classed as a room.  There 
was no AC.   All overlooked the river.   
 

 



Went back very quickly for lunch.   It was 2:00 p.m. Had 
free time till 3:30 p.  Some went in the boat to go to the 
town of Tortuguero about ½ mile away.   The town was 
about 300 meters long all with tourist stores.  Not very 
crowded together.    Went to the Conservatory Turtle 
Museum.  Viewed a short video about the turtles and 
their slow extinction.  Some people took the boat back 
and others walked on the beach.  The sand is dark 
brown, mostly black from the volcanoes.  Free time till 
7:15 pm for dinner.  A few of us gathered outside one of 
the rooms on the walkways between buildings and 
talked.   
 

 
 
Dinner was rice and black beans, chicken, fish, assorted 
vegetables , mashed potatoes, salad and dessert.   
 

 
 
Sat and talked for awhile and then back to the room for 
bed.  Exhausted. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Sunday, January 17  Up at 6 a.m.  A few people went to 
see the sunrise.  More clouds but it made it more 
interesting.  Sat and talked until breakfast at 7:30.  Rice 
and black beans, sausage, eggs, pancakes, fruit and 
juice, coffee, tea.  Met at 8:30 for a boat ride for 3 hours 
thru the Tortuguero Canals and the jungle.  Butterflies, 
several spider monkeys (eat meat) 3 alligators 
(camiers), turtles, garr fish, iguanas, Little Blue Herons, 
Bare Throat Tiger Heron, Great Egret, northern jacara.  
Lots of animals.    
 



 
 

 
 
Back to the lodge.  Free time till lunch.  Steak and 
onions, potatoes, rice, vegetables, salad.  Rest and read 
until 2:30.  Three boats drive to the Wet Tropical Forest 
for a walk for an hour.  It was a raised cement  path 
about 2 feet off the ground.  It had rained so much that 
there was water standing everywhere, sometimes 
several inches deep.  Walked single file with a rope on 
one side of the path.  The rain had washed the 
mosquitoes away so there were none.  Saw some  other 
monkeys that are vegetarians.  We boarded the boats 
again and went back to the lodge.  They have a couple 
screen tents for the butterflies on the Lodge grounds.  
We walked to see more butterflies and a red eyed toad.  
Very rare.  It was also very little.  Also spied a male 
(yellow/orange) iguana in the tree tops.  Probably 18” 
long and his tail was longer.  We had several Chinese on 
the trip and they got very excited.  Back to the room to 
relax, shower and read.    Had another gathering on the 
walkway by our rooms and then we moved to the bar.  
There were 12 of us.  Dinner was about 7:30.  Tilapia, 
chicken, rice, salad, dessert.  Then to bed.  Rained very 
hard part of the night. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Monday, January 18   Up at 6 a.m. to see the sunrise.  
Very cloudy.  Breakfast was eggs, French toast, fruit, 
and coffee.  They have many flies after the sweet fruit 
and there were so many we went out to the patio to get 
away from them.  We didn’t succeed.  Very 
unappetizing.  On the boat at 9:00 to travel back to the 
pier at Cano Blano and back on the bus.  Even though 
with all the rain, the river was very low and 5 or 6 boats 
got stuck and the drivers had to get out and walk 
through the water pulling and pushing the boat.   Picked 
out our luggage and we were off again.  We had to go 
back over the road with the stones.  He was probably 
driving 20 miles an hour.  The road finally was normal 
and we were on our way to La Fortuna and the Volcano 
Arenal.  Lunch  was at Rio Danta in Guapiles, the same 
place we had breakfast going to the Caribbean.  Salad, 
chicken, vegetables, rice and black beans and rice 
dessert.   Finally arrived at San Carlos and the Cabanitas 
Resort.  It was late and we went to town for a quick 
dinner and then back to the cabins and bed.  Didn’t 
think we had AC but I finally found it.  Had one double 
bed and 2 twin beds.     



 
 
Room to roam around but no place to put anything.  
Suitcases were put on the double bed. 
 
Tuesday, January 19  Up by 7 a.m.  and breakfast.  
Same thing as usual.  All activities were arranged for the 
day.  Horseback riding, canopy flying, zip flying, 
butterfly conservatory.  Most of the people had to be 
taken to their activity base and then picked up.   
 

 
 

 

I went to the butterfly conservatory but saw more birds 
than butterflies.  Lunch in town  and I had spaghetti 
with meat sauce.  Very good.  We drove back up the 
mountain to walk the Arenal National Park.  Sugar cane 
was everywhere and we climbed some rocks at the end 
of the path.   
 

 
 
Was very hard to climb the rocks and worse coming 
down.  I went half way up and came down and walked 
the path back to the bus.  It was getting dark.  Nothing 
much to see anyway.  Drove around the base of the 
mountain to see the volcano erupt.  Didn’t happen.  
Drove back to town where some went for dinner.  The 
rest of us had dinner at the cabins.  Just hamburgers by 
the pool.  They had tables and chairs and there were 
about 15 of us.  Of course, we all had our wine bottles .   
A few went in the pool but it was cold.  Bed was late but 
we could sleep in the next morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Wednesday, January 20  Up at 6 a.m. to take a shower 
and pack.  Breakfast was the same again.  It was a sunny 
day with a few clouds but the volcano could almost be 
seen.  Took some pictures of orchids that were growing 
around the cabins.  Left at 9:30 to drive to Manuel 
Antonio and stay at the Villa Teca Hotel.  .  Should have 
left earlier.   There was an accident on the road and we 
had to turn around and go back another way.  Took 
about 2 hrs. longer.  We saw papaya, yucca and 
plantains.  Drove thru a Tropical Cloud Forest.  Drove 
over the Continental Divide at 7,002 feet.  It was a much 
prettier drive having to go around but more traffic.  Not 
so much forest.  More valleys and scenic views along 
terraced fields of onions and cabbage.  Peaches, 
apricots, tomatoes pumpkins and squash.  No tropical 
fruits.  The pacific side is more picturesque than the 
Caribbean.  Stopped for lunch in San Ramon and had a 
buffet.  3 meat balls, fish, rice and iced tea.   

 
 
There was a store next door with lots of goodies.  
Bought coffee and a shirt.  Now we were driving on the 
Coast Line road.  Along the Pacific it is called a Tropical 
Dry Forest.  Everything is grayer than green and the 
trees drop their leaves.  Stopped at the grocery store in 
Playa Dona Ana to buy supplies.  The room at Villa Teca 
would have a refrigerator.  Sue bought some wine and 
Pepsi.  Also an ice cream cone for each of us.  Dinner is 
a long way off.   Saw a freighter off shore and it is now 
5:35.    Watched the sunset.  Just ordinary.  Sunrise is at 
6 a.m. and sun sets about 5:30 p.m.  Kept driving.  
Sometimes the rode is 2 lane and other times its 4 lane.  
It’s dark and we can see nothing.  Arrived at the Hotel 
Villa Teca about 7:40 p.m.  Confusion at check-in.  
Everyplace you go there are stairs.  They did deliver our 
luggage though.  We had AC.  The room was the pits.  
One double and one twin.  I kept my luggage by my twin 
bed at the door.  Had to move it to get in and out.  No 
place to put anything.  Shower was different.  The water 
in all the places we stayed  was never very hot.  Finally 

had a glass of wine to relax.  Didn’t unpack.  Something 
to eat in the DR and then to bed.  It’s 9 p.m.  The drive 
in the bus took about 11hours.  
 
 
Thursday, January 21  Up at 7:00 for breakfast.  Same 
menu.  Guess that’s what they think we want.  Pretty 
boring.  We were to visit the Manuel Antonio National 
Park in the morning.  
 

 
   
Once inside everyone scattered to do their thing.  It was 
hard walking because the forest was all sand right on 
the pacific.  Most of the path was in the shade.  Sue 
didn’t like the sand so she went back to wait for us.  I 
walked with Cal and saw a raccoon about to steal some 
food but Cal called out to the people and the raccoon 
lost out.  They get within 3 or 4 feet of you.  Too close.  
Saw several White Faced monkeys running and swinging 
in the trees .   
 

 
 
They will steal food also.  If you don’t keep your bags 
with you, they will run off with the whole bag.  One man 
lost his camera.  They had been warned.  Walked back 



along the water.  Easier walking.  Cal took a ton of 
pictures.  Met up with Sue about 11:00.  Sue was 
finishing her coke so Cal had a a beer and I had water.  
Walked down the street to see more shops.  Cal waved 
to Gerry and  Bob on the second floor of a restaurant so 
we went up to join them.  Had another beer and water.  
Talked for awhile.  Bob and Gerry left to find something 
else for lunch.  We opted to stay.  Had a grilled cheese 
sandwich.  Sue a quesadia.  Cal a hamburger.  It looked 
good.  Left and I bought a scarf.  Cal found a man who 
provided deep sea fishing and got the info.  They used 
his trip the next morning.  Walked the street a little way 
with Cal.   
 

 
 
Sue decided stayed back.  It was so hot and humid.  
Found a little street market that had the same stuff as 
everyone else.    Cal and I went and took the bus back.   
Showered and dressed for dinner.  Left for dinner at 
4:45 to the “El Aviator” restaurant.  An old plane from 
1986 that went down during the war.   
 

 
It was installed at the front of the restaurant. There is a 
cocktail lounge inside.  Dinner was very good.  Chilean  

 
 

 
 

 
 
Salmon.  Bus back to the hotel and then a pool party.  
Not many showed up.  Bed at 9:30. 

 
Friday, January 22  Many activities offered.  Fishing, 
rafting, snorkeling, catamaran, mango canal ride were 
some.  Everyone went their own way.  Leisure 
breakfast.  Bus leaving at 10 for town.  Cal, Manfred, 



Gerry and Bob went fishing.  Caught about 7 fish but all 
none edible.   
 

 
 

 
 
They still had fun.  Sue and I opted to stay back.  Again, 
it’s just too hot to do anything.  We were sitting on the 
patio outside our room and all of a sudden the house 
shook and the earth shook.  We learned it was a 5+ 
earthquake.  What a funny feeling.  Glad it wasn’t 
stronger.  The roof would have fallen on us.  The center 
was about 24 kilometers away.  Had a BLT for lunch and 
then went to repack my suitcase.  Everyone eventually 
returned and sat around telling stories.  Shower and 
dinner at 7:00 at Raphaels Terrazas.  Sat outside on 
gravel.  There were about 6 or 7 table and we only had 
candles for light. It was dark and there was no view.  
Some light came from overhead lights a short distance 
away.  Cal said he felt like he was sitting in someone’s 
parking lot.  Perhaps we were.  There was an inside to 
the restaurant.  Dinner was Mahi w/vegetables.  Very 
good.  Drive back and go to bed. 
 
 
 

 
 
Saturday, January 23  Up at 5:45.  Luggage out by 6:30.  
Breakfast at 6:45.  Same old thing.  Bus leaves at 7:30 
for San Jose and the airport.  Stopped along the ocean 
to see some Macaw’s (parrots).  A stop at the crocodile 
bridge on the Tarcoles River to see crocodiles.  Must 
have been 30 or 40 that I could see lying in the muddy 
river.   
 

 
 

 
 



Of course we stayed on the bridge on the walkway.  
Cars and trucks went by us very fast.  Walked to the 
other side of the bridge and drove on to the airport.   
 

 
 
 
Arrived at 11:45.  The luggage was unloaded and 
porters watched it until we could return.  First we went 
to pay our $26.00 at immigration.  Then walked to get 
our luggage and check in with the airlines and get our 
boarding passes.  Walked a long way to get in line to go 
thru security.  It took about ½ hour.  Too many people 
and only 2 or 3 men checking our passports and 
boarding passes.  Going thru the machines didn’t take 
long at all.   Found a food court to eat lunch.  Also 
bought a sandwich to eat on the plane for dinner.  
Found our gate and waited for our flight.  Had to dump 
my water.  Couldn’t take it on the plane.  I had a 
bulkhead seat and read most of the way to Charlotte.  
Had to eat my whole sandwich.  They would throw it 
away.  We left at 3:45 p.m. Central time and landed in 
Charlotte about 8:30 p.m. Eastern time.  Went thru 
customs with no problem.  Only had to show our 
passport.  There was a US Airways counter open a very 
short distance away.  All we had to do was put our bags 
on the weight machine and walk to our gate.  We had 
received our boarding passes to Chicago in San Jose.  
Didn’t have long to wait.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Left about 10:20 p.m. and arrived about 11:17 p.m.  
Waited forever for our luggage.  Sue had called John 
and he arrived and we left O’Hare.  John decided to 
drive me home and I arrived about 1:15 a.m.   
 
Comment by Cal. 
 
I took almost 300 pictures and deleted many of the 
duplicates to select the best picture.  I will have them 
on Google’s Picasa site and will send you and link to the 
pictures for you to view if you desire. 
 
We enjoyed the January trip to a warmer area of the 
world and I hope that the 400 Ski Club  will plan on 
doing something in a warm climate next year.  
Suggestion where should we go or a cruise anyone? 
 
  

 


