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SUMMER ISSUE                          SKILITES                                         2010 

 

GREETINGS from the Oval Office 
 

Where were you on Monday, June 21, at 6.28 p.m.? Did you 
celebrate the Summer Solstice or did you think summer would 
never come? Well, summer has started on its downward slope in    
the sky so join the 400 group in some of the many activities this 
summer. This is a special summer edition of Skilites to keep you up-
to-date with what’s going on.  

 
John Pollack’s fishing trip started the summer activities, but the group wasn’t too lucky. The day was 
good, but the fish just weren’t biting. Next year maybe they will schedule the trip in May. 
 
Four hearty souls were on the first bike trip along the lake. It was a bright, sunny day and a little windy. 
Why is it that no matter what direction you are biking, the wind always seems to be in your face. Should 
we ask Tom Skilling? Your president didn’t bike, but met the group at Navy Pier for lunch.  
 
If you don’t golf and don’t want to prepare dinner, consider meeting the 400 for dinner on Wednesday, 
July 14 at Waveland. Call Charlotte Bader, 312/773-327-1713, and let her know you’re interested in 
dinner. On Tuesday, July 27, join the golfers for dinner at Billy Caldwell. Call Don Tres, 773/764-3274, or 
Dorothy Grabos, 847/803-3488. 
 
The Busse Woods picnic and bike outing will be on Wednesday, August 18. Please attend the picnic if 
you are not a biker. Call Cal Nykanen, 312/919-0048, or Pat Lidbury, 847/312-9619, and ask what time 
the picnic will be and join them. 
 
I don’t know where the bikers will be at lunch time on the South Fox River Trail on Wednesday, August 
25, but I’m sure Cal will give you a ball-park time and place. Call him at 312/919-0048. 
 
Thanks to Pat and Cal for the outstanding work on Skilites. Each edition is better than the one before. 
Don’t forget to send in your ski trip deposits. I hope to see all of you at the September meeting where  
 
we will vote on the revised by-law amendment. I also hope to see some of you this summer. Have a safe 
and healthy season.  
 

 



 

400 Ski Club September Luncheon Meeting 
The third Wednesday of the Month 

Wednesday September 15, 2010 
Millrose Restaurant and Brewing Compay 

45 S Barrington Road 
South Barrington, IL 60010 

Meet in the Lounge 12:00 noon 
 

Remember- 12:00 to 1:00 is a social hour to spend 
With your “400” friends 

 
Directions from the east: I90 (tollway) to Barrington Road.  Exit at Barrington Road and turn 
right.  Drive a very short distance and turn right into the Millrose parking lot.  Lots of parking 
spaces available. 
 
Direction from the west:  I90 (tollway) to Route #59.  Exit and turn left onto #59.  Go north to 
Route #72.  Turn right onto #72.  Go east to Barrington Road.  Turn left onto Barrington Road 
and go north – over the highway and a short distance to the Millrose parking lot.  Lots of 
parking space available. 

 

ONLY $10 PER PERSON 
Please pay Cal Nykanen before lunch – Reservations required 

 
Please make your reservations by calling Pat Lidbury at 224-858-4276 by 
September 6, 2010. 



THE CIVIL WAR 
July 1 – 3, 1863 

AN  EXPOLRITAS  BIKE TRIP 
Travelers – Cal Nykanen and Pat Lidbury 

 
 
 
Saturday, May 9 
Arrived at Cal’s about 12:30 p.m.  Unloaded the car and rearranged the bikes and put all the luggage in.  
Plenty of room left.  I could have had another suitcase.  Pat started driving.  Took the outer drive to the 
skyway.  Speed limit 45.  Turned onto Indiana #65.  Changed drivers after awhile and Cal drove to 
Springfield, Ohio.  Over 300 miles for the day.  Just plain countryside.  Arrived about 7 p.m.  Had 
reservations at a Super 8.  Many fast food restaurants but we opted for Mexican.  My burrito was more 
than ample and Cal’s combination enchiladas were also.  Back to the Super 8 and bed at 10 p.m.  We 
both slept like logs.   

 
 

Sunday, May 10 
Pat woke at 6:30 p.m. and amazingly Cal was still asleep.  I imagine that was a first for him.  Cal said he 
was awake at 3:30 because of his internal clock but decided to rest (thank goodness).  The breakfast was 
not super.  Just the same old.  On our way about 7:30 a.m.  Cal drove.   Pat played with the audio book 
by Lincoln Child “Deep Storm”.  I had read it.  No matter.  It was a good book.  We didn’t like the reader 
so not much attention was paid.  Stopped for gas and Cal had coffee. (No Starbucks around).  Highway 
Ohio #70 turned into a turnpike so we stopped for lunch at a Quiznos for a sandwich.  They were huge 
but we both finished them.  I relinquished the wheel and sat and looked at the scenery.  Got off the PA 
turnpike and the road became curvy.  Glad Cal was driving.  Lots of hills and the scenery was beautiful.          
Pretty country.  Arrived in Gettysburg about 3 p.m.  Made good time.  Cal was driving.  We don’t move 
so fast when Pat drives.  Staying at the Historic Gettysburg Hotel, registered and went to the room with 

the luggage. Left bikes in the car till the 
next morning.  Settled in and had wine and 
cheese which we both had brought.  Went 
for a short walk before 5 p.m.  Registered 
with Exploritas and was given a thick 
packet.  Lots of information.  Sat in the 
lounge and had wine and cheese provided 
by Exploritas and met the rest of the 
people.  Had an orientation and 
introduction by  Mr. Richards and also a talk 
on bike safety when riding with a number 
of people.  Went to dinner.  Tilapia – Pat.  

Teriyaki steak – Cal.  Everyone introduced themselves and gave an overview of themselves.   There were 
15 people from 6 states.  We also met our coordinators, Roger and Lolly.  President Lincoln (Jim Getty) 
came and gave us a Living History Presentation from 1840 through the civil war. Basically from when he 
entered politics and the trials and tribulations.   



Jim Getty lives in Gettysburg and looks very 
much like Abe and dresses like him so he plays 
the part effectively.  Cal took a picture of Pat 
with him.  Back to the room.  Cal has had 
trouble getting on-line with his computer.  The 
Wi-Fi in the room doesn’t work so he goes to 
the lobby.  Hurrah!  Bed, 10:30. 
 
Monday, May 11 
Up at 6 a.m.  Breakfast at 7 a.m.  Same every 
day – Scrambled eggs, potatoes, Belgium 
waffles, fruit, rolls, cereal, juice, coffee, etc.  
Board the bus to drive to the Gettysburg 
National Military Park Visitors Center and 
Museum where we saw the Cyclorama - a full 
circle, 2 football fields long, and the battle of 
Gettysburg painted.   It was something to see.  
Listened to a short talk showing where the 
battles took place.  Bus back to the hotel and 
Tim gave us an overview about July 1 – the first 
day of the battle.  Tim Smith was our instructor 
and knew everything.  I think he lives it every 
moment he is awake and explains everything 
very thoroughly.  No cheat sheet for him.  He 
was very expressive and almost played the 

parts by changing his voice.  Tim is a licensed Gettysburg guide.  We had lunch and then got ready for 
our first ride to view the battlefields.  There were a lot of hills.  But then it’s PA.  A solider from Illinois 
took the first shot of the war just to let the Confederates know the Union was coming.  The war started 
slowly after that.  Not all the armies were in place yet and some were still traveling.  Of course, 
everything looks different and looking across the valleys and farms, one tried to imagine what it must 
have been like.  Trees where there had been farms.  Buildings where there had been trees, etc.  There 
was a small cemetery and about 1870 the union soldiers who had fought in the battles started erecting 
statues of the companies they were in and statues of officers.  The townspeople helped.  Money was 
raised through donations to buy 600 additional acres for this purpose and then the government took 
over.  An Eternal Flame was placed on top of a tall pillar commemorating the Civil War.  Biked back to 
the hotel for a short break and then dinner.  Buffet – turkey w/dressing, ham, potatoes, vege., salad and 
pumpkin pie.  When dinner was finished, we went into another room to watch the first half of the movie 
“Gettysburg” .  It was written my Michael Straara called “Killer Angels”.   It was 2 hours long, so far.  
Back to the room and bed at 10 p.m. 
 
 
Tuesday, May 12 
Cal was out the door at 6:30 a.m.  Had to get his coffee and see if the Wi-Fi worked that early.  Not Pat.  
Usual breakfast.  At 9 a.m. we met with Tim for a presentation on “The Civilian Experience” during the 
war.    There were many diaries and letters written during this time and many are in the Adams County 
Historical Society building which is where Tim works when not leading groups or students.   
 
 



Several books were written also and this is 
where most of the information comes from 
Jenny Wade was the only townsperson who 
was killed during the battles.  She was in her 
kitchen baking bread for the soldiers and her 
house was in the middle of the fight that 
day.  The group left on their bikes to view 
the battlefields.  Cal and Pat had opted not 
to go since the forecast was for rain.  It did 
rain and it was in the 40’s.  We had both 
ridden in the same type of weather before.  
They were very cold and very wet when they 
returned.  Cal and Pat walked across the 
street to visit the David Wills House.  
President Lincoln stayed at this home the 

night before he gave his Gettysburg Address.  272 words.  10 sentences.  2 minutes.  David also 
coordinated post-battle recovery efforts after the war.  The speaker before Lincoln took 2 hours to say 
the same thing.  The speech was forgotten about for a few years but is now remembered and thought 
very highly of.   

 Back to our room to eat our bag lunch.  Drove to 
find our way to the Eisenhower farm.  It is a 
museum of the 40’s and 50’s.  Very comfortable.  
Gifts from around the world given to Ike as our 
President are on display.   Mamie found it and it 
was remodeled and enlarged.  It was later 
donated to the Park Service.  Drove around Culp’s 
Hill where a major battle was fought on the third 
day.  Many Monuments were standing.  The 
statues are everywhere including the roads, and 
in the fields, there were about 120 generals 
during this war and I think there is a statue for 
everyone of them plus a statue for the regiments 
from all the states.  Back to the hotel for wine and 
cheese.  Dinner a buffet – London broil, chicken, 
potatoes, vege. and ice cream sundae, which you 

could make as big or small as you wanted.  Watched the second half of Gettysburg.  Good movie.  Sad 
ending.  Bed 10 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, May 13 
Cal was the first one out of bed again.  Breakfast, same old.  Tim walked us to the Shriver House 
Museum to see how they lived during the civil war.  It should be called antique heaven.   How they 
cooked and all the work that was always waiting.  A good example of that day. Walked back to the hotel 
for lunch.  Tim biked us out again to the battlefields and  Culp’s Hill and again learned more about the 
battle from a different direction.  There were many times when the war could have been won by either 
army but their information was very poor and quite often too late to change anything.  Just trying to get 
15,000 men, in one regiment, to move would have been a real feat and they were constantly moving 
from one place to another.  Biked back to the hotel and free time.  Dinner buffet was sliced pork, 



chicken, fried apple slices, vege., cherry jubilee.  We had a free evening.  Cal caught up on his Wi-Fi and 
Pat wrote.  Bed 10:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, May 14 
Up at 6:30.  “Cal” still dozing.  Amazing.  Breakfast the same old.  Biked through town to see many 
statues and listen to many stories. Many people were made famous during this war, hence all the 
statues and stories.  As Tim said, “we don’t really know the truth.  We only have dairies, books, articles, 
etc . written at the time about the time.  But everyone puts “their own spin” on the information so all 
we can do is imagine, surmise, guess, etc.”   But Tim was a good storyteller and he put his own spin on 
the stories. Back at 11:45 a.m. for lunch on our own to sample some of the Gettysburg fare.  Lunch at a  

bakery/café.  It was easy.  We could have 
bike another 20 mile ride in the afternoon 
but decided not to.  Just more of the same 
old.  It was starting to be just too much 
information.  Went shopping instead and  
walked the town.  Cal bought a picture of a 
battle and I bought cards.  Finally found a 
bookstore and we each bought a book to 
read about what we had learned the past 
week.   Cal also bought a DVD of the movie 
“Gettysburg”.  Back to the hotel to recoup 
with a glass of wine and plan our next 
attack on the town.  Finally dressed for our 
farewell dinner.  At 6 p.m.  we joined others 
to have wine and cheese.  Dinner was 

Salmon for both of us.   After dinner we were entertained by Tom Jolin who played civil war music on 
four different instruments and sang some songs.  We joined in sometimes.    A Button accordion, Persian 
Sanatura, Banjo and harmonica.  It was a fun evening.  Back to the room so I could pack.     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Friday, May 15 
Cal was up early to pack.  He travels very light and is very fast.  10 minutes and he was done.  Walked 
our bags to the car before breakfast so we could make our fast getaway later.  Breakfast same old 

except I had a Belgian waffle for a change,   At 8:30 
a.m. we left with Tim to walk to the National 
Cemetery.  More statues, more stories (lies).  Tim 
had a real thing about Pickett, a confederate 
general.  He really didn’t like him and changed his 
voice every time he spoke of him.  Guess he was a 
braggart of sorts but he led one of the important 
charges in the war and lost all of his men.  The 
National Cemetery has soldiers from 1812, Civil 
War, Span-Am war, WW I and WWII.  Soldiers 
were moved from the town cemetery.  Illinois has 
6 graves for unknown soldiers and Wisconsin had 
73 names.  Some unknown.  They are all buried in 

a semi circle around a tall statue put up by Pennsylvania to honor all the dead from all the wars.  We 
walked to the Evergreen cemetery right next to the National Cemetery where townspeople and well 
known names from the civil war are buried.  Finished at 11 a.m.  Walked back to the hotel and picked up 
a few things and our box lunch and hit the road.  Left at 11:40 a.m. for Cleveland.  323 miles.  Truckin 
along we had a few rainstorms otherwise sunny and warm.  Arrived at 5:31 p.m. as the GPS said we 
would.  Cal called Ed Leutzinger as we were going to have dinner with him.  He brought his genealogy 
tree.  It was about 3’ X 4’ and had over 1,000 people and 13 generations back to 1372.  A large family 
map.  Impressive.  He drove us to “Sokolowski’s University Inn for dinner.  The parking lot was filled.  It is 
a cafeteria style so there was a line.  It moved quickly and the waiter carried your tray to a table so you 
didn’t have to look for one.  The Inn is huge and had lots of rooms for more people.  Ed and Pat had 
trout and Cal had a polish dinner.  It was very good but noisy, as usual.  Ed drove us around to see 
Cleveland and the sights including where he lived, right on the lake.  Chicago has a prettier lakefront.  
We had to have an ice cream cone, which we did and then Ed drove us back to the motel to say 
goodbye.  Bed at 10:30 p.m. 
 
Saturday, May 16 
Up at 6:30 a.m. Eastern Time.  Breakfast fast.  On the road by 7:30.  Over 300 miles to drive.   Gas up and 
pedal to the metal.  Cal driving.  We will get back to Chicago fast.  Took the skyway and stopped at 
McDonalds for lunch before we hit #41.  Arrived at Cal’s about 1:00 p.m.  Central Time.  Pat was home 
by 2:30 p.m.  A good trip.  I’m glad Cal asked me if I would be interested.  I’m glad I said yes. 
 
Trivia information – 
 
In July, 1862, Union General Daniel Adams retaining the melody of the song formerly called Light’s Out, 
a French song, had this new version titled “TAPS” played at the end of the day.  In 1874 it was officially 
recognized by the U.S. Army and is played at bedtime around the world. 
 
Lincoln was nominated for President in Chicago, 150 years ago, on May 18, 1860 
 
In 1814, Francis Scott Key wrote the poem Star Spangled Banner and the poem was set to the tune of a 
popular British drinking song.  In 1931 Herbert Hoover signed by law to make the “Star Spangled 
Banner” our official national anthem.   



Fishing Lake Michigan  

June 2, 2010 
By Cal Nykanen 

 
Meeting time at Winthrop Harbor, IL was 

schedule for noon.  All had arrived but my 

friend Ed Patzelt, who came to make up the 6 

people required to fill our fishing trip.  I called 

Ed’s cell to find out where he was because he 

had not arrived.  He told me he was lost in 

Racine, WI and was trying to find how to get to  

Winthrop Harbor.  He stopped for directions 

and finely arrived at 12:50 pm. (The exit at 

Russell Road was close and under construction 

and Ed had to go to the next exit ending up in 

Wisconsin, was the reason he got lost).  
 

 

 
    Perry         Manfred          Gloria 

 

We spent a lot of time waiting for the fish to 

bite, as they were few and far between.  Then 

John Pollack turn came up after the first fish on 

was Perry’s that got away.   

 

John was able to bring in the largest fish of the 

three that were caught all day.  Four of the fish 

that we had on were able to free themselves 

as we were reeling them to the boat. 

 

I asked Captain Brian what the better months 

to catch fish are.  April and May was his 

response.  August and September are when 

the larger salmon are caught.  Next year John 

has agreed to change our fishing date to May 

instead of June.   

 

 
         John’s Chinook salmon – 11lbs  

 

 
          Perry landing Gloria’s salmon 

     

 
 Perry    Gloria    John    Ed     Manfred 

 

 

The Stone Creek Grill was our choice for dinner. 

A couple of us ate seafood as we didn’t catch 

any fish to cook at home.  

 

 

 

 

 



BLUE SKIES WITH A FEW CLOUDS,  MILD BREEZE FROM THE NORTH, BLUE WATERS OF LAKE MICHIGAN WITH MANY 
SMALL SAIL BOATS AND THE LARGE TOURIST BOATS.  Where but -- 
                                                                                                 

BIKING THE LAKEFRONT WITH CAL                         

 
Four bikers from the “400”, Perry Gruber, Pat Lidbury, Dan Fiala and Cal Nykanen started out about 10:30.  Many young 
soccer teams playing along the way.  Stopped to look at the glorious view of our Chicago skyline and turned around and 
looked at all the sailboats parked in Montrose harbor.  

 
 Went on our way south and made a few more stops.  Cal said we had to have a 
few photo stops.  Did make a stop at “ Olive Park”   just before Navy Pier to 
look at the wonderful view north of our Chicago skyline.   
Went to the Beer Garden for lunch where we were to meet Mary Nalbandian.  

She arrived and we 
all partook of the 
menu.  We were 
hungry.  Sat and 
talked and people 
watched and boat 
watched for awhile 
and then it was time 
to start the ride back 
into the wind to our 
cars.   

 
Uneventful ride back, just wind.  Stopped a few times 
to again view our surrounding.  Lake Shore Drive, tall 
buildings, people using the park  facilities provided.  

What a glorious place 
to ride a bike on a 

perfectly “WOW” day. 
 

By Pat Lidbury 
 

 
 



Rob Roy Golf & Dinner Outing June 24 
Put together by Don Tres 

 

Rob Roy Club is operated by The River Trails Park District  a beautiful place and it 

was  a wonderful experience playing golf on such a gorgeous day in June.  There 

were seven people that played on this nine hole course. Something must of 

happen to us because our drives and putting was not as good as it use to be, 

consequently today’s scores were not anything to post or brag about.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   Don Tres  Cliff Jensen Pat Lidbury 
                                             some of the 400 golfers with their carts. 
 

 
 
Dinner was held at Little America 
Restaurant in Mount Prospect.  George & 
Chris Carnar were able to join the 400 
golfers for dinner. 
 
 
 
Back:    Cliff,  Don,  Pat, Cal.. 
Front:   Gloria  Perry George Chris  Dorothy            
 
 
 

 
 
 



TRIP APPLICATION/DEPOSIT – INCLUDES PAYMENT FOR INSURANCE 
Western and overseas trips $250 pp. Early-bird discount $25 if booked by August 1. TRIP ___________________ 

Name (as shown on ID) ______________________________________M/F____DOB___/___/______Smoking (Y/N)___ 

Spouse (as shown on ID) ____________________________________ M/F____DOB___/___/______Smoking (Y/N)___ 

Address _______________________________________ City _______________________State _____ZIP___________ 

Phone (______)___________ E-mail ___________________________ ____Preferred roommate ___________________ 

In emergency call: Name (other than spouse) _____________________________ __Phone (_____)________________ 

Make check payable to the 400 SKI CLUB and mail with application to trip leader. Non-member desiring to go on trip must 
become a member by submitting a membership application (individual $10, couple $15). 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 

TRIP APPLICATION/DEPOSIT – INCLUDES PAYMENT FOR INSURANCE 
Western and overseas trips $250 pp. Early-bird discount $25 if booked by August 1. TRIP ___________________ 

Name (as shown on ID) ______________________________________M/F____DOB___/___/______Smoking (Y/N)___ 

Spouse (as shown on ID) ____________________________________ M/F____DOB___/___/______Smoking (Y/N)___ 

Address _______________________________________ City ______________________State______ ZIP __________ 

Phone (______)___________ E-mail ____________________________ Preferred roommate _____________________ 

In emergency call: Name (other than spouse) _____________________________________Phone (_____)___________ 

Make check payable to the 400 SKI CLUB and mail with application to trip leader. Non-member desiring to go on trip must 
become a member by submitting a membership application (individual $10, couple $15). 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 
June 1, 2010 – May 31, 2011 

Annual dues: individuals $10, couples $15, due June 1. Check one: individual _____ couple ______ 

Name _________________________________________________________ Birthday: Month/Day _______/__________ 

Spouse ________________________________________________________ Birthday: Month/Day _______/_________ 

Address __________________________________________ City _____________________State_____ ZIP _________ 

Phone (________)______________________________ E-mail Address _______________________________________ 

Referred by _____________________ In emergency call ___________________________Phone (_______)__________ 
                                       Name other than spouse 

I am interested in:  ____ Ski trips                                   I am willing to:  ____ Run a trip 
            ____ Golf outings            ____ Run an activity 
       ____ Bike outings            ____ Serve on a committee 
       ____ Tennis outings            ____ Serve as a club officer 
       ____ Other activities ______________________________________________ 
 
Before signing your 400 Ski Club Membership Application/Renewal, carefully read the following language. If you have any reservations 
concerning any aspect of the language, or if you do not understand the rights you are surrendering, do not apply for membership or 
membership renewal. I am aware that there are hazardous risks involved in trips, races, snow skiing and other sporting and non-

sporting activities, such as those sponsored by the 400 Ski Club, and I understand that by becoming a member of the Club and 
participating in such activities I am assuming those risks, including the risk of possible injury or death. In consideration of the 
opportunity granted to me by the 400 Ski Club to participate in any trips, events, lessons, races, snow skiing or other activities 
sponsored by the Club, I, for myself and my heirs, assigns, executors and administrators, agree to hold harmless the 400 Ski Club, its 
officers, trip and event leaders, agents and employees (but not including other Club members or participants) from any actions, claims, 
demands, including attorney’s fees, for any injury or damage to my person or to my property resulting from any Club-sponsored 
activities in which I may participate other than those resulting from intentionally inflicted action. I have read the agreement and 
thoroughly understand its contents. I represent that I am not a minor and that I have full capacity to sign this application and enter into 
this agreement. I further agree that I will engage only in those activities in which I am physically fit to participate and I will abide by and 
accept the policies and procedures of the 400 Ski Club in the conduct of its various activities. 

 
Signature(s) ________________________________________________________ Date __________________________ 

Send application and check made out to the 400 SKI CLUB to Rose Marie Craig, 5555 N. Sheridan Road #1815, Chicago 
IL 60640. IMPORTANT: Application can be accepted only if signed and dated above. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      400 
  SKILITES                FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

14297 Sundance Drive 

Huntley, IL  60142 
 

    

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

 www.400skiclub.com 
 

                                                                    

http://www.400skiclub.com/

