
 

         

         400 Ski Club 

         Good Times with Good Friends  
 

 

March & April                      SKILITES                                                                           2011 

 

Wellington of Arlington Heights 
400 Ski Club Banquet 
April 29, 2011 at 6 PM 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Come to the 400 Ski Club 

Spring Awards and Reunion Banquet 
 

 



 

At the Wellington of Arlington 

2121 S. Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights 

Friday, April 29, 2011 

 

Music by Ed & Gene 

 

Cocktails (cash bar) and Hors d’oeuvres 6 p.m., Dinner 7 p.m. 

Price $25.00 per person (No, this is not a misprint – your Board decided 

that the 400 Ski Club would pay the other half of the cost) 

Name (s) __________________________________________ 

       Phone number _______________________________________  

      I/We would like to sit with _____________________________  

       ___________________________________________________  
 

Please check your choice of entree: 

                                 1st person:                                           2nd person: 

Prime Rib, circle rare medium or well ___ Prime Rib, circle rare medium or well ___ 

Chicken ala Wellington in White Wine Sauce ___ Chicken ala Wellington- White Wine Sauce___ 

Broiled Salmon ___ Broiled Salmon ___ 

 

Please mail this form by Thursday April 14 with 

check made out to the 400 Ski Club to: 

 

 

 

Dorothy Grabos                          or                     Gloria Patrick 

801 N McLean Bl Unit 138                                1208 W Sunset RD 

      Elgin, IL 60123                                          Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 

Phone 224-535-9001                                             Phone 847 806-1994 
 
 
 



GREETINGS from the Oval Office 
 

Raise your hand if you were wearing some of your ski clothing during the cold, 

snowy weather. I know I did, particularly when cleaning my car or walking to the 

library or other places. In fact, there were times when my hand and toe warmers 

would have come in handy. We are a hearty bunch.  

 

In spite of the weather, it was good to see the 25 members who came to the 

February luncheon meeting on a cold, sunny day. A special thanks to Camilla Ross 

for making the arrangements for the event. She certainly gave all of us a large choice of food, from 

the appetizers to the entre. I think most of us went home with a doggy box.  

 

Thank you also to efficient Len Schneller for taking the changes that were voted on in December and  

incorporating them into the Constitution/ByLaws. We are now up-to-date. 

 

 

 

 
 

The Board met after the February lunch and discussed a number 
of issues. One of them is whether we can continue to offer two 
ski trips each year. The consensus seems to be that the 
December Snow Mass trip should be kept. A second trip is 
problematic since we are not sure we can get 25 participants to 
get a discount.  
 
In place of a second 400 trip, two options were considered. One, 
join the CMSC on one of their trips or two, join the Alpine Ski 
Club and go with them on one of their trips. What do you think? 
Interested? Please email your thoughts to mnal@juno.com. 
 
The Board is looking for someone who will volunteer to be the 
secretary of our group. If you or someone you think would be 
interested, please let me know at mnal@juno.com. Or if you are 
interested in being considered for other offices, give me a “shout-
out.” 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:mnal@juno.com


 
 

400 Officers 
President   Mary Nalbandian 
   312-663-1384 
Vice-President  Robert Gale 
   708-366-7888 
Secretary  Cory Corrigan 
   Porstner 
   847-382-4382 
Treasurer  Cal Nykanen 
   312-919-0048 
Trip Chairwoman  Dorothy Grabos 
   847-803-3488 
Membership  Rosemarie Craig 
   773-561-6556 
Summer Activities John Pollack 
   847-816-6415 
Banquet   Dorothy Grabos / 
                                         Gloria Patrick 
Photo Editor  Cal Nykanen 
   312-919-0048 
Skilites Editor  Pat Lidbury 
   224-858-4276 
CMSC Delegate  Charlotte Bader 
   773-327-1713 
Advisors   William Murphey 
   847-855-0821 
   Len Schneller 
   847-825-2829  

 
 
 

CMSC CORNER 
 
Feb. 25 – March 3, 2012,  Chicago Week, Steamboat, 
CO 
Bader 773/327-1713  skinana@rcn.com 

 
 
 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 
April 29  Banquet – Send you reservation in NOW 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Dolores Chozianin March 1 
Igor Unkovsky  March 21 
 
Linda Jaremus  April 6 
Dorothy Potucek April 15 

 

 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

Dorothy Nufer’s husband recently passed 

away.  The 400 Ski Club extends their 

condolences to Dorothy, her children and 

relatives. 

 

Dear 400 Ski Club friends, 

 Thank you so much for your kind 

expression of sympathy.  The flower 

arrangement was beautiful and special.  

Thank you for your support, it is deeply 

appreciated. 

    Dorothy Nufer and Family  

 
 
 
 
 

“400” GOING FISHING 

 
John Pollack is in charge of the 

fishing trip on Lake Michigan.  It will 

be held sometime the middle of 

May. 

 

If interested, PLEASE call John Pollack  

847-816-6415  as soon as possible. 
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WHAT A WOMDERFUL TIME WE HAD AT THE FEBRUARY LUNCHEON 
 
Twenty six members attended the meeting at the Magic Wok on Wednesday, February 9th.  It 
was nice to have a private room for a Happy hour with our many good friends.    
 

 
 
Camilla selected a tasty menu of appetizers, three or four main dishes; Fried Rice with Veggie’s 
and white rice, ending with cookies. Many of us took a doggie bag home.  All this for only ten 
dollars.  We could have seated another fifteen people, so think ahead for next year.  
Our President Mary Nalbandian, brought us up to date on the changes in the Bylaws, as well as 
future activities for the club.  Charlotte Bader provided us with information on the Chicago 
Metropolitan Ski Council activities.   
Thank you Camilla, for arranging the February meeting, we all enjoyed being together with our 
ski friends.    

Armella Norton.     

 

 

A NOTE FROM HENRY SANDERS 

 

Henry is a former member and lawyer who helped us immensely in crafting our trip leader policy 

to avoid problems with the IRS. He sent the following note recently to Bob Gale, Camilla Ross, 

the Nilsons and Len Schneller. 

 

Whazzup? Not having heard from any of you guys, I am curious. Everyone in good health? 

Anything of moment? I wish to say hello to all of you! 

 

Marilyn, I and our wire fox terrier have moved from the banks of Lake Charlevoix to Harbor 

Springs into a retirement community in Hillside, which is just spectacular! We’re within walking 

distance of everything. We occupy a two-bedroom unit one block from Stafford’s Restaurant 

and one block from Little Traverse Bay. Truly, it’s like being in heaven. 

 

My view, as I play at my computer, is gorgeous: a picture-perfect setting. The population of 

Harbor Springs is 1500+. How they provide all the services they do, cleaning the walks and 

plowing the streets, free meals, library services etc. is beyond me. 

 

I wish all of you well and, if you’re so disposed, I invite you to write and exchange greetings and 

information. All the best. 

 

Henry T. Sanders 

hentsand@ix.netcom.com 

mailto:hentsand@ix.netcom.com


CASCADE MOUNTAIN SKI TRIP 

 

A small group of 400 Club members ventured north to Wisconsin for a 4-day ski trip, February 14 through 17, to a 

reputed old haunt of the club: Cascade Mountain. The trip included an afternoon stop for skiing at Devil’s Head on 

the way to our hotel, the Day’s Inn in Portage. The party included Cal Nykanen, Pat Lidbury, Cory Corrigan-

Porstner, Dorothy Nufer, Perry Gruber, and the writer, several of whom had not skied either Devil’s Head or 

Cascade in many years, so the visit recalled some fond memories.  

Both resorts have modernized themselves 

and provide interesting skiing experiences 

for a day or two – with the benefit that 

seniors ski free at Devil’s Head and kids 

under 13 ski free at Cascade.  Devil’s Head 

is a self-contained resort with lodging, 

restaurants and day-lodge available on 

the slope, while Cascade has only a day-

lodge and all lodging is off-site. The Day’s 

Inn is located about 8 miles from the town 

of Portage and 5 miles from Cascade 

Mountain Resort, and provided a free 

buffet-style breakfast, with a limited 

choice of hot items, and an attractively-priced package that included lift tickets at either Cascade or Devil’s Head. 

Rooms were clean and adequate, if not breathtaking.  

While the terrain was limited, the weather cooperated, and the skiing was enjoyed by all. We all managed to safely 

navigate the slopes without injury or major mishap while entertaining each other both on and off piste, including 

visits to the town of Portage for dinner each night. The notable exceptions were Perry’s ambitious foray (perhaps 

mistake? -- only he can say) down Mogul Monster, and Cal’s GPS, which led us to some interesting and unplanned 

locations in and about the town while trying to locate our targeted restaurants each night. On one occasion we 

were led to a driveway on a back road with, of course, a barking dog that awoke the residents -- but no restaurant 

in sight. Fortunately no shots were fired and we escaped with nothing more than some embarrassment and a 

deeper distrust of Global Positioning Systems.  

However, Cal’s choice of restaurants proved to be near 

perfect: most notably Trail’s Lounge Super Club, where we 

were entertained by one of the best waitress-comedians, 

always ready with a snappy comeback and leaving us asking 

for more.   

 

Speaking of asking for more, I think all agreed they would do this trip again -- and that a good time was had by all! 

Earl Lemberger 



 
 
 

TO ALL CLUB MEMBERS 
 
This is the first of a series of articles by me and I hope others of the bygone years of the 
club. 
 
I would like to invite all that would like to participate to submit their input for The 
Skilites. 
 
With this collection we may come up with some resemblance of a history.  I bet Ray and 
Rose Marie Craig would have a great contribution for the next issue.  (They don’t know 
that I set them up). 
 
I found this dictionary definition of “FOUR HUNDRED” to be  
MOST FASHIONABLE or EXCLUSIVE SOCIAL SET. 
 
Is that us??? 
 
We are named after a train! 
    
   Stay tuned 
      Bob Gale 
 
 

 
 

Recollections on the early days of the  
400 Ski Club 

 
From time to time, I have been asked to write a paper on what I remember of the early days of the club.  I have 
been reluctant to do this because I thought that there were others with earlier involvement that would have a 
better perspective of these times than I would.  With the passing of many of the old members and while I think I 
still have my marbles (some may doubt), perhaps now is the time. 
 
I know from discussions at our World War II outfit reunions, that each person remembers events that took place 
long ago in their own way that may be very different from my recollections.  So this will be my view of the early 
days of the club and I won’t be offended if others have other variations of these events. 
 



 
I joined the club in February, 1954.  I remember this because it is the same month that I started a 34 year career 
with the General Electric Co.  I joined at the invitation of George Becker who also introduced me to skiing a 
month earlier.  My first skiing experience was on a New Year’s trip to Pine Mountain at Iron Mountain, Michigan. 
 
This was a Wednesday through Sunday package offered by the Northwestern Railroad that included train 
transportation, lodging, meals, skiing and parties all for about Fifty Dollars.  I believe that I met Lou Stessl for the 
first time in the dining car on the way up.  The rental equipment that was available was Army surplus from the 
10th Army Division. The skis were wooden, painted white and very long; the boots were high top shoes.  Our ski 
instructor was Vern Trepp who had been a member of the 10th Mountain Division during the war and was a ski 
racer before the war.  I believe that his instructions were a major reason that persuaded me to stay with skiing 
on a long term basis.   A lady also told me on this trip that skiing is like being hooked on an addictive substance, 
once you start it’s hard to quit.  I think she may have a point. 
 
The clubs first meeting place was the old Northwestern Railroad station in a rather large room on the second 
floor.  The station was old and run down at that time and our room reflected this, however, this didn’t appear to 
be a concern to the members.  We were happy to have this place and it was free.  There was a small bar in the 
room for our use and we could order coffee from the  station restaurant.  After the meeting, the folding chairs 
could be put aside to make room for dancing and socializing. 
 
Because of the central location of the station, our members came from all parts of the city and suburbs.  This 
may be hard to believe, but at that time you could drive up to the side of the station and park your car on the 
street. 
 
When I joined the club Charlotte Zimmer was the president and Dick Netzorg was the vice president.  Dick had 
been in the 10th Mountain Division and brought much of his skiing experience to the new club.  I don’t know the 
extent of his involvement, but I believe that Dick was one of a number of individuals responsible for setting up 
the club as an independent organization.  The club originated with the Northwestern Railroad Travel Bureau.  
Pat Farrell was the manager of this bureau and as such was the founder of the 400 Ski Club. 
 
The railroads purpose in starting the club was economic.  They wanted to promote passenger travel between 
Chicago and the ski areas along their route.   At first it may have been little more than a mailing list to advertise 
ski trips.  As this organization grew, they must have recognized the liability of having a ski club as part of a 
railroad and requested that we leave.  I think that Pat Farrell did a lot to insure that the club could stand alone 
after leaving the railroad.  The free room in the station is an example of his contributions. 
 
The Northwestern had a streamliner passenger train that ran from Chicago to Minneapolis with a schedule time 
of 400 minutes.  The train was “The 400” .  Our club name was taken from the name of this train. 
 
The railroad sponsored a radio program that was known as the “Northwestern Hour” and the “400 Hour”.  I 
remember listening to this program at breakfast time when I was in high school during the early 1940’s.  The 
host was Norman Ross Sr. and it featured light classical music and commentary.  The 400 train was promoted on 
this program. 
 
Members 
 
I don’t have a 1954 members list but I believe the following were some of the members when I joined the club.  
George Becker, Ed Rauch, Pat Farrell, Charlotte Zimmer, Dick Netzorg, Charlie Netzorg, Julie Balich, Pat Bremer, 



Irene Gregory, George Harvey, Ernie Hellmer, Lois Langer, Ted Less, Robert McConnell, Alan Marks, Carol May, 
Jo Mooney,  Sig Nelson, Don Nordensten, Bobbie Sandberg, Hope Smith, Cal Smith, Lou Stessl, Cliff Stettler, Joan 
Townsend, Helmut Teichner, Gordon Winkelman.  In all we had from 50 to 60 members with about 30 attending 
a meeting. 
 
The earliest members list that I could find was 1957 and included the following 81 individuals,
 
Aarons, Alan 
Adams, Rae 
Arst, Philip 
 
Balich, Julie 
Becker, George 
Beckman, Nic 
Beerheide, Jo 
Berc, Chuck 
Blackwell, Jim 
Bremer, Pat 
Brykowski, Roman 
Burchett, Ray 
Byrne, Molly 
 
Carl, Rudy 
Carlson, Richard 
Carpenter, Berry 
Cohn, Margot 
Cout, Al 
Damask, Leo, Jr. 
Damask, Leonard 
Davis, Lee 
Dickens, Robert 
Dohnke, Bud 
Doubek, Joe 
Draths, Richard 
 
Elli, Robert 
 
Farrell, Pat 
Fletcher, Jean 
Francik, Albert 
 
Frederickson, Gloria 
 
Gale, Robert 
Gregory, Irene 
 
Habel, Joan 
Harvey, George 

 
Hellmer, Ernie 
Hurysz, Joe 
 
Jacobsen, Vern 
Jinschig, Margaret 
Jungkans, Robert 
 
Kenney, Kathy 
Kirk, Harry 
Kruse, Marilyn 
 
Langer, Lois 
Less, Ted 
Lolli, Dolores 
Lopez, Paula 
Lutz, Betty 
 
McConnell, Robert 
McNella, Tom 
Maschel, Bernard 
Marasovich, Ann 
Marks, Alan 
Martin, Peggie 
May, Carol 
Mooney, Jo 
Moran, Carol Ann 
 
Nelson, Sig 
Netzorg, Chas. 
Netzorg, Dick 
 
Norkoli, Ruth 
Nordensten, Don 
Norris, Chuck 
 
Olson, Dorothy 
 
Prell, George 
 
Raines, Richard 
Rauch, Ed 

 
Rentzsch, Ralph 
 
Sandberg, Bobbie 
Sheridan, Ann 
Shlaustas, Ray 
Smeby, Ruth 
Smith, Hope 
Stessl, Lou 
Stettler, Cliff 
 
Teichner, Helmut 
Thelin, T.L., Jr. 
Townsend, Joan 
Turner, Kay 
 
Winkelman, Gordon 
Witmer, Mary 
 
Zimmerman, Ken 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meetings 
 
The meetings at the station were much like our present meetings where business was first attended to 
and upcoming events discussed.  This would be followed by a short program like a ski movie or a slide 
show of someone’s trip.  At times someone like Tate would bring in some ski equipment to show us new 
developments.  Someone would pitch in to be sure that whatever may be required for the meeting 
would be available.  Cal Smith was one of those individuals among others.   
 
The floor would be cleared for dancing, the bar would open and the music would start the social part of 
the meeting.  This part must have been pretty effective because many members found their life mates 
at these meetings.  Quite a few of the members were boaters and members of the Columbia Yacht Club 
and the party would often move on to this club.  We had one of our annual award banquets at the 
Belmont Yacht Club. 
 
At first there were only a few ski clubs in the area and it was not uncommon to have guests from other 
clubs attend our meetings and events.  We in turn would do the same and at times have a membership 
in more than one club.  The first Chicago ski shows were held in downtown hotels  and were to a large 
extent a social event. 
 
Dick Netzorg’s father, Charlie, was also a member of the club.  In deference to his age we would address 
him as Mr. Charlie.   His hobby was classical music and he had an extensive collection of records.   
 
Mr. Charlie would hold Sunday afternoon concerts where he would play some records for about 12 
people  and make a presentation about the composer and his music.  We would all look forward to an 
invitation.   Dick and Mr. Charlie would spend a lot of time at the Nubs Nob ski area and a run was 
named “Mr. Charlie”. 
 
The railroad would run train parties where they would string together a number of club cars and attach 
them to a suburban  train to roll around four or five hours before returning o the station.  It was a night 
club on wheels.  Pat Farrell helped me set up a train with the Burlington for our Halloween party.  If I 
didn’t manage to lose a case of scotch whiskey, it would have been a great party. 
 
We had our first pig roast at Illinois beach state park.  This is where Cal Smith and others would get a 
small whole pig and spend all night preparing a pit and roasting it.  My job was to bring some 
watermelon.  I got the biggest melon I’ve ever seen without knowing that I would have to carry it a half 
mile from my car. In later years the pig roast was moved out to Tate’s farm. 
 
We also had a house wrecking party where between beers you could go and pull some fixture off the 
wall.  I believe we made Life magazine with this one. 
 
The railroad allowed us to use the meeting room for a number of years after we became an 
independent organization.  I think it was about 1959 when they asked us to leave.  In the next few 
months the club came very close to going out of existence.  It was impossible to get any agreement on a 
suitable meeting place.  Someone found a tavern on West Chicago Avenue to use on a temporary basis.  
Members were losing interest and only a handful came to meetings.  At this time, Ed Rauch and George 
Becker stepped in to try to hold things together.  George became the interim President.  I don’t know  
who found the Zum Deutschen Eck or arranged for it as a meeting place but moving our meetings there 
brought us back from the brink. 
 

( TO BE CONTINUED ) 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 400 
  SKILITES                FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

14297 Sundance Drive 

Huntley, IL  60142 
 

    

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
 www.400skiclub.com 
 

http://www.400skiclub.com/

