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JUNE-JULY-AUGUST              SKILITES                                                           2011 

 
 

GREETINGS FROM THE OVAL OFFICE 
 
This will be the last edition of the Skilites until the fall, so please keep this copy and try to join 

your fellow members at the summer activities. (Summer will eventually come), Even if you 

don’t bike or golf, join the group at the Busse Woods picnic or at either lunch or dinner at the 

golf outings.  The 2011-2012 ski trips to Snowmass and Winter Park are advertised in this issue 

and I hope you will participate in either or both of these trips.  Also, send in your yearly 

membership dues to Rose Marie Craig.  

 

Thank you for coming to the annual banquet.  A special thanks to Dorothy Grabos and Gloria 

Patrick for making all the arrangements. It was a very nice affair and I’m sure you had a good 

time. It was a treat to see members and former members there and renew acquaintances.  

 

It has been my pleasure to serve as your president and become more involved with the 400 Ski 

Club. Stay well and be happy and if I don’t see you this summer, I will see you in the fall.  

 

Thank you.  Mary Nalbandian 
 

 

TO ALL CLUB MEMBERS 

A word about our 400 Ski Club HISTORY PROJECT 

Len Schneller is trying to collect all historical data that may be available in one place.  It was his request 
to me that finally spurred me to action.  It was my belief that if I could add content to the data, it would 
be more meaningful in developing a history. 

Please send copies of any old material that you may have to Len.  This may be newsletters, members list, 
trip or event reports and whatever.  It would be most helpful if you would include some narrative with 
the data to put in context. 

However, please send the material whether you choose to include a narrative or not. 

If you have no historical data to supply, a note on some fond memories would be welcome.  Take a little 
time to jot them down and send them in. 

Rose Marie Craig has submitted a very fine account of their involvement in club activities over a very 
long period.  We have all benefited by their many contributions. 

       Bob Gale                                 



 

400 Officers 

 
President   Mary Nalbandian 

   312-663-1384 

Vice-President  Robert Gale 

   708-366-7888 

Secretary  Cory Corrigan 

   Porstner 

   847-382-4382 

Treasurer  Cal Nykanen 

   312-919-0048 

Trip Chairman  Cal Nykanen 

   312-919-0048 

Membership  Rosemarie Craig 

   773-561-6556 

Summer Activities John Pollack 

   847-816-6415 

Banquet  Dorothy Grabos / 

                                         Gloria Patrick 

Photo Editor  Cal Nykanen 

   312-919-0048 

Skilites Editor  Pat Lidbury 

   224-858-4276 

CMSC Delegate Charlotte Bader 

   773-327-1713 

Advisor   Len Schneller 

   847-825-2829  

 
 
 

  

COMING EVENTS 
 

Golf every Thursday – call Perry,  

          773-283-8263 or Cal  312-919-0048 

          to let them know you will be there. 

June 22 – Rob Roy Golf, call Dorothy 

               Grabos, 224-535-9001.  Deposit by 

                June 8. 

July 13 – Marovitz Golf, call Charlotte 

                Bader.  773-327-1713 

July 19 – Billy Caldwell Golf, call Don 

                Tres, 773-764-3274.  Deposit by 

                 July 5. 

Aug. 10 – Busse Woods Picnic, call Pat 

                  Lidbury, 847-312-9616 

 
 

CMSC CORNER 

 

June 11 - White Sox game/tailgate party. 

Contact  Mike 630-640-5989. 

 

Aug.  20, Picnic at Norge. Fox River Grove. 

Free food, live music-ski jump demo. 

Contact Ray 708-927-0330. 

 
Sept. 23-25 – Golf outing at Devil’s Head 

Resort, $255.  Lodging, meals, golf. 

Contact Denise 630-988-1343. 

 

Oct. 21-23 – Windy City Ski Show,  

Schaumburg, Contact Randy 847-622-3968. 

 

Nov. 4-6 – Ski Dazzle Ski Show, Rosemont. 

Contact Randy 847-622-3068. 

                

Feb. 25 – March 3, 2012,  Chicago Week, 

Steamboat Springs, CO.  Contact Sue 

708-203-3831 or Rick 708-430-5070. 

 

Mar.16-18/2012 Winter Carnival at Ski Brule 

$270.  Bus, lodging, meals, lift tickets, games. 

Contact  TBO. 

 

Feb23-Mar.2/2013 Chicago Week at               

Aspen/Snowmass, Colorado.  Contact TBA. 

 

Contact  Charlotte Bader, 773-327-1713. 

 773-327-1713  skinana@rcn.com 

 
 
Perry Gruber   June 22 

Vladimir Frankfurt  June 23 

Aileen Schneller   June 25 

Victor Frankfurt   June 26 

 

Art Nilson   July 1 

Irina Goncharova  July 3 

Ray Craig   July 4 

Dina Shulkina   July 4 

Nancy Fendon   July 5 

Louis Stessl   July 5 

John Baird   July 6 

Rose Marie Craig  July 7 

Ksenia Turula   July 8 

Larry Adkins   July 11 

Ed Leutzinger   July 11 

Linda Baird   July 12 

Roberta Willes   July 19 

Eveline Gruse   July 28 

Frank Stadler   July 30 

 

Dorothy Grabos   August 10 

Margaret Bachmeier  August 12 

Elsie Nilson   August 22 

Gloria Patrick   August 27 

Anthony Komsky   August 28 

Chris Canar   August 31 

 

mailto:skinana@rcn.com


 

MORE RECOLLECTIONS ON THE EARLY DAYS OF THE 400 SKI CLUB 

 
These remembrances are from Rose Marie Craig responding to Bob Gale’s call for other long-time 
members to submit their recollections of the early days of the 400 Ski Club. Thank you, Rose Marie. 
 
Ray and I joined the Club in 1961 through Gus Canelos, who became a ski patroller at Wilmot. He spent 
several seasons there until moving to his farm in Missouri. 
 
Ray was president from 1981-83 and trip chairman from 1983-2000. He ran 11 European trips to 
Germany, Austria and France as well as Western and local trips and Alaska. He also ran several lake 
front bike outings and a Bahamas sailing trip in 1975. 
 
I was president in 1983-85, trip chair in 1982, racing chair in 1994-96. I also ran early December 
Snowmass trips seven times since its initiation in 1997, as well as several local and Western trips. I was 
on the entertainment committee for six years and ran several dinner-theater trips to Lincolnshire. 
 
How did we start skiing? In 1952, one of my co-workers told me about skiing and it sounded like a good 
idea. On our honeymoon, Ray asked where I would like to go. I said, “Let’s go skiing.” OK! Our 
honeymoon trip was to Rib Mountain, now Granite Peak, in Wausau. Of course, we rented boots and 
mile-high wooden skis. We reached the rope tow which had stopped and got into position. People around 
us said to just hold the rope gently after it starts and gradually increase the grip. Well, as soon as it 
started we both grabbed on for dear life and flew (wearing our skis) over the people in front of us. It’s a 
miracle we and the others survived. Having had no lessons, I was enjoying the day until I realized I had 
no idea of how to stop or turn. It became a game of sitting and sliding down to the base. We never 
thought about taking lessons! 

 
As far as lessons go, I think we were 
exposed to about every “new” method that 
developed over the years. At one point, this 
included snow plowing the entire length of 
Ajax … ouch. At one point, we decided to 
just pull it all together and be comfortable 
with our own styles. 
 
Ray and I took trips on our own to 
Garmisch, Charmonix, Val Gardena and 
Jessenice, Yugoslavia, where we had a 
closet-size room with a 10-watt light bulb 
and a large picture of Marshall Tito, leader 
of Yugo, staring down at us. It turned out to 
be more of a cross-country area, but the 
scenery was breathtaking and the people 
extremely friendly. 
 
In 1967, we took a nine-day Amtrak trip on 
the El Capitan to Taos. The entire trip – 
transportation, lodging, all meals on the train 
and at the lodge, lifts and lessons - cost 
$224 per person or $421 for two (family 
plan) … unbelievable! 

 
Wilmot was a popular place for one-day Club outings. At that time, there was no indoor plumbing. The 
outhouses were ice cold with windy updrafts. We’d get out of them super fast. One unfortunate person 
dropped her glove into the hole. Thankfully it was never seen again. 
 
We did have some memorable bus trips. Three come to mind. One of our buses did not have a “facility” 
and our destination was Arapahoe! Imagine all the pit stops we made, both indoors and out. Another time, 
the driver lost control and we wound up in the ditch. Our clever companions remembered their physics 
lessons and applied triangulation … two cars, one bus and a chain. We made it! Our patience was again 
tested while returning from Telemark. The trip leader’s name was Blackie Blatt, the driver’s name was 



Blackie, and we broke down in Black River Falls. We waited hours for a replacement in the town’s VFW 
hall. Finally, Greyhound came to our recue and we got back to Chicago Monday morning just in time to 
change and go to work. 
 
The Club spent a lot of time in and on the water … pool parties, sailing in the Bahamas, Caribbean 
cruises, canoe trips, rafting, sailing on Lake Michigan and Mississippi riverboat cruising. There were also 
local cross country skiing, tennis outings, bowling, dinner-theater events, Oktoberfests at various venues, 
Cubs ball games, Brookfield zoo tours, casino outings, and bike and chili parties at the Kovalskys. Luddy 
is the best chili chef! 
 
It’s been 50 years since joining the “400” and I could go on and on … the parties, the camaraderie, the 
wonderful times skiing together and freezing together, conversations on ski lifts, the “human slalom” ... 
again, I could go on and on. 
 
“Ski York” – this has been our greeting to fellow “400” skiers on the slopes … similar to a yodel. 
 
     Rose Marie Craig 

 

400 AWARDS FOR 2011 
 

Certificates of Appreciation 
 
BOB GALE – For fascinating Skilites articles on the WWII Honor Flight to Washington D.C. and Recollections of 
the early days of the 400 Ski Club. 
 
ROSE MARIE CRAIG – For the excellent Skilites article on the Bricolage mural at the Lake Shore Drive Bryn 
Mawr underpass. 
 
LYDIA SUTOWSKI – For continued excellence in graphic arts by regularly furnishing timely and amusing 
cartoons for the Skilites. 
 
PAT LIDBURY – For excellence in publishing the Skilites newsletter and winning 4th place in the CMSC 2010 
newsletter competition. 
 
CAL NYKANEN -  For being “Mr. 400” by serving as Treasurer, Webmaster, Skilites Photo Editor and Activities 
Coordinator. Cal’s expertise and dedication to the club is without parallel.  
 
 
President’s Award 
 
Our most prestigious award is made to one club member each year for distinguished service to the club. 

Although a member of the 400 for the past 25 years or so, this 
year’s recipient resided in Michigan until her return to Chicago in 
2000. After that, she became involved with the CMSC as a regional 
vice president and became our delegate to the CMSC. She has 
diligently kept us informed of the CMSC schedules and activities 
and promoted their charitable causes. For her years of dedicated 
service to the club, we proudly award this year’s President’s 
Award to long-time member Charlotte Bader. 

 
 

 



 

400 SKI CLUB BANQUET 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
The Spring Awards and Reunion Banquet was held April 29, 2011, at the Wellington of Arlington Heights.  Dorothy 
Grabos and Gloria Patrick organized a beautiful party and had a large turnout.  It was a joy seeing lots of old-timers and 
reminiscing about the years gone by.  
 
 It was a pleasure having so many of our new members from the Alpine Ski Club enjoying the evening with us.  They are 
a welcome addition to the club.   
 
The music was delightful during dinner, and afterwards, many people were dancing.  The food was good a usual and the 
tables were decorated with lovely plants.  The bottles of wine at each table were an unexpected treat.  Many awards for 
service to the club were presented by our president, Mary Nalbandian.  
 
 Our annual banquet is a wonderful occasion to renew friendships and keep in touch with longtime friends.  The 400 
camaraderie was evident throughout the evening and a great time was had by all. 
 
         Mary Jean Longueil 



 

ALPINE BANQUET 2011 & 400 SKI CLUB FRIENDS 
 

 
 
 
The Alpine Ski Club invited members of the 400 Ski Club to attend their banquet.  We had a picture taken of 
the 400 members and all the people who are also Alpine members of both clubs. 
 
At 6:30 p.m. everyone arrived and the bar was open.  At 7:30 the food was served.  First a delicious soup and 
the lettuce salad.  It was a buffet and we passed lots of dishes filled with breaded veal, chicken, beef, green 
beans, potatoes, sauerkraut, fish, rolls, etc.  We all had our fill and it was delicious.  Wine and coffee was 
served with our dinner.  Apple strudel was delicious for dessert.   
 
After dinner they presented racing awards and a few awards for outstanding service to the club. 
 
Then the dancing started.   With ball in the ceiling turning and making the room very festive with many colors, 
people started moving around on the dance floor.  It was never empty.  Many German songs were played 
including polkas.  It was a great evening with lots of laughs. 
 
Thanks you Alpine Ski Club for inviting us.  We have enjoyed skiing together and now many of us have 
enjoyed your banquet.  Thanks for asking. 
       Pat Lidbury 

 
 
 
 



 
SNOWMASS, COLORADO 
December 10 – 17, 2011 

Saturday to Saturday 
Cost $1,280.00 

Single Occupancy plus $500 
 

Our December Snowmass trip continues to be one of our most popular.  We will again stay at the Mountain Chalet, 
known for its warm hospitality, full hot breakfast, hot soup lunches and great ski-in, ski-out location with a welcome 
party and a club dinner.  We will fly to Denver and then fly to Aspen  where the Mountain Chalet will pick us up. 
Going home we will fly direct from Aspen to Chicago. No long bus rides again this year. 

 
The accommodations are two to a room with a hair-
drier, mini-refrigerator, outdoor heated pool and hot 
tub.  Travel insurance is included, plus extras.   
 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE FOR PEOPLE WHO SIGN UP 
AFTER AUGUST 1, 2011: 
Deposit Aug  15th  $250 
Due by Sept 15th  $530 
Due by Oct  15th  $500 plus lift ticket 
 

Prepaid Lift Tickets (Snowmass, Aspen Highlands & Buttermilk) 
 Ticket Prices with RFID gate card fee of $5 included. 
 4 of 10 day $217  Age 70 plus Silver Premier $399 years pass 
 5 of 10 day $265 Silver Escape $199 years pass plus 
 6 of 10 day $305  daily lift ticket access fee of $19 per day 
 
 RFID gate cards will be issued to all skiers. The lift ticket price includes a $5 
 fee that will be refund to you by turning in the card at the end of your last 
 day of skiing to the ticket office for the $5 refund. 
 
Current Airline Schedule that could be changed: 
United-709 S Depart:  ORD 12/10/2011 10:00 AM  Arrive Den 12/10/2011 11:35 AM 
United-6563 S Depart: Den 12/10/2011 01:00 PM  Arrive ASE 12/10/2011 01:44 PM 
United-6789 S Depart: ASE 12/17/2011 01:30 PM Arrive ORD 12/17/2011 05:20 PM 
 
Make checks payable to 400 Ski Club. Send check to Cal Nykanen 4629 N Malden St. #3 Chicago, IL 60640-
4805.  Please feel free to call me at 312-919-0048 with any question. 
 

You can make an early deposit before by August 1st .  A discount of $25 can be taken for  

a deposit of $225 instead of the $250 deposit made after August 1st. 

 



 

  
Saturday March 3 – Saturday March 10, 2012 

$1,344.00  -  Lift Ticket for 5 days included 
 

Winter Park is one of the more popular areas to ski.  It is close to Denver with a two hour bus ride to Winter 
Park, plus a one hour stop for groceries.  
 
Travel Insurance is not included in the cost of this trip.  It was decided that if you require insurance each 
member would purchase their own insurance directly from the insurance company.  Information is provided 
on www.400skiclub.com for purchasing insurance.  Questions, please contact the Trip Leader. 
 
We will be staying at the Zephyr Mountain Lodge condos.  It is a truly ski-in and ski-out lodge.  The lodging will 
be 2 bedroom/2bath condominiums.  It has all the amenities with 4 outdoor hot tubs, fitness room, etc.  There 
is a shuttle to travel to town and back. 
 
There will be a welcome party at the Zephyr and information regarding all the activities that are available.  
There will be a club dinner along with other social events and the last night event, the wonderful garbage 
party.   
 
The present airline schedule is as follows with United: 
       Saturday, March 3       #657  O’Hare/Denver  -  Lv.   8:00 am - arrive Denver   9:36 am 
       Saturday, March 10     #244  Denver/O’Hare  -  Lv. 10:30 am - arrive O’Hare   1:49 pm 
 
Payment schedule is as follows if no early deposit was made to take the discount of $25 off of the $250 if 
made by August 1st. 
 
 September  15  $250 
 October       15  $547 
 December   15  $547, plus $47 for the 6th  day lift ticket if desired 
 
Make check payable to the 400 Ski Club and mail with your trip application to: Pat Lidbury, 14297 Sundance 
Drive, Huntley, IL 60142.  Phone 847-312-9619. 
 
Please fill out your trip application with your name as it appears on your identification along with your date of 
birth as required by the TSA.  Thank you for joining us on the trip. 
 
 

You can make an early deposit before by August 1st .  A discount of $25 can be taken for  

a deposit of $225 instead of the $250 deposit made after August 1st. 

 

http://www.400skiclub.com/


 

CMSC ANNUAL GOLF OUTTING 

SEPTEMBER 23, 24 & 25, 2011 
Devil’s  Head RESORT   Merrimac, WISCONSIN 

36 Holes of UNLIMITED Golf Saturday & Sunday 

(cart included) 

2 Nights Lodging (Fri & Sat) 

2 Diners, 2 Breakfasts 

Order off the menu meals 

Prime rib, Lobster etc. need additional $10.00 

 

$255.00 per person 
(Based on double occupancy) 

Sign up before July 10 and save $20.00 only $235.00 

Sign up early only 40 spots 

Contact Denise with questions 

Friday 18 holes will cost additional $35 

Unlimited Friday Golf $45 

 

Devils Head is going thru renovations. 

We will be staying in the renovated area. 

 
Contact: Denise Genge                    Make all checks payable to CMSC 

7623 Sussex Creek Dr. #410    Specify golf partners or roommate                              

Darien, IL 60561     Include E-Mail address with payment 

                           gengede@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gengede@sbcglobal.net


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRIP APPLICATION/DEPOSIT – INCLUDES PAYMENT FOR INSURANCE 
Western and overseas trips $250 pp. Early-bird discount $25 if booked by August 1. TRIP ___________________ 

Name (as shown on ID) ______________________________________M/F____DOB___/___/______Smoking (Y/N)___ 

Spouse (as shown on ID) ____________________________________ M/F____DOB___/___/______Smoking (Y/N)___ 

Address _______________________________________ City __________________________ ZIP _________________ 

Phone (______)___________ E-mail ___________________________ ____Preferred roommate ___________________ 

In emergency call: Name (other than spouse) _____________________________ __Phone (_____)________________ 

Make check payable to the 400 SKI CLUB and mail with application to trip leader. Non-member desiring to go on trip must 
become a member by submitting a membership application (individual $10, couple $15). 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

TRIP APPLICATION/DEPOSIT – INCLUDES PAYMENT FOR INSURANCE 
Western and overseas trips $250 pp. Early-bird discount $25 if booked by August 1. TRIP ___________________ 

Name (as shown on ID) ______________________________________M/F____DOB___/___/______Smoking (Y/N)___ 

Spouse (as shown on ID) ____________________________________ M/F____DOB___/___/______Smoking (Y/N)___ 

Address _______________________________________ City __________________________ ZIP _________________ 

Phone (______)___________ E-mail ____________________________ Preferred roommate __________________ 

In emergency call: Name (other than spouse) _________________________________Phone (_____)_______________ 

Make check payable to the 400 SKI CLUB and mail with application to trip leader. Non-member desiring to go on trip must 
become a member by submitting a membership application (individual $10, couple $15). 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 
June 1, 2011– May 31, 2012 

Annual dues: individuals $10, couples $15, due June 1. Check one: individual _____ couple ______ 

Name _________________________________________________________ Birthday: Month/Day _______/__________ 

Spouse ________________________________________________________ Birthday: Month/Day _______/_________ 

Address ________________________________________________ City ______________________ ZIP ____________ 

Phone (________)______________________________ E-mail Address _______________________________________ 

Referred by _____________________ In emergency call ______________________ Phone (_______)______________ 
                                       Name other than spouse 

I am interested in:  ____ Ski trips                                   I am willing to:  ____ Run a trip 
            ____ Golf outings            ____ Run an activity 
       ____ Bike outings            ____ Serve on a committee 
       ____ Tennis outings            ____ Serve as a club officer 
       ____ Other activities ______________________________________________ 
 
Before signing your 400 Ski Club Membership Application/Renewal, carefully read the following language. If you have any reservations 
concerning any aspect of the language, or if you do not understand the rights you are surrendering, do not apply for membership or 
membership renewal. I am aware that there are hazardous risks involved in trips, races, snow skiing and other sporting and non-

sporting activities, such as those sponsored by the 400 Ski Club, and I understand that by becoming a member of the Club and 
participating in such activities I am assuming those risks, including the risk of possible injury or death. In consideration of the 
opportunity granted to me by the 400 Ski Club to participate in any trips, events, lessons, races, snow skiing or other activities 
sponsored by the Club, I, for myself and my heirs, assigns, executors and administrators, agree to hold harmless the 400 Ski Club, its 
officers, trip and event leaders, agents and employees (but not including other Club members or participants) from any actions, claims, 
demands, including attorney’s fees, for any injury or damage to my person or to my property resulting from any Club-sponsored 
activities in which I may participate other than those resulting from intentionally inflicted action. I have read the agreement and 
thoroughly understand its contents. I represent that I am not a minor and that I have full capacity to sign this application and enter into 
this agreement. I further agree that I will engage only in those activities in which I am physically fit to participate and I will abide by and 
accept the policies and procedures of the 400 Ski Club in the conduct of its various activities. 

 
Signature(s) ________________________________________________________ Date __________________________ 

Send application and check made out to the 400 SKI CLUB to Rose Marie Craig, 5555 N. Sheridan Road #1815, Chicago 
IL 60640. IMPORTANT: Application can be accepted only if signed and dated above. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 400 
  SKILITES                FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

14297 Sundance Drive 

Huntley, IL  60142 
 

    

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

 www.400skiclub.com 
 

http://www.400skiclub.com/

