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PRESIDENTS COMMENTS 
 
With the national election and the fiscal cliff behind us one would hope that our leaders will 
now take a rational approach in working on the many problems facing the country, I don’t have 
expectations that they will. 
 
As to our club activities; a gold star to Camilla and Mary Jean for putting on a very fine 
Christmas Party.  They had to pull many things together on a very short notice.  A special thank 
you to Len and Aileen Schneller for conducting this party for many years and providing the 
music for this year’s Christmas lunch. Through Charlotte’s efforts and your kindness we were 
able to make a fine contribution to the Blind and Handicap Skiers Associations. 
 
I would like to thank Lou and Janet Stessl for agreeing to conduct our next luncheon in 
February.  I’m looking forward to it. 
 
Our Snowmass trip looked like it might be in jeopardy for lack of snow, but enough came a few 
days before the trip, allowing Cal and the Snowmass Trippers to go skiing. 
 
The club will be offering a number of new events this year that were selected from our survey.  
I hope that you will find them interesting and support them with your attendance. 
 
Our condolence goes to Chris and family on the death of George.   Both have been long time 
members and they made many contributions. 
 
Bob  



 

 
4711 West Touhy Ave, Lincolnwood, IL 

 

400 Ski Club Lunch 
Wednesday February 20th 

Meet at 12:00 pm & lunch 1:00 pm 
 
Cost is $15.00, please pay Jan at the luncheon 
 

Please call Janet Stessl  773-631-2654 or 

email janstessl@aol.com by February 
13th

 

 
Jan needs to know the number of people 
attending the lunch. 
 

400 Ski Club Luncheon Directions 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

400 SKI CLUB MENU 
 

12:00 -1:00 - Social Hour, Cash Bar 
 

Saganaki (Melted Flaming Cheese) for all 
 

Entree - choose one entree 
Cup egg lemon soup included with each entree 

 
Chicken Riganati (Oven Baked Chicken, Marinated with 

Olive Oil & Spices) 
 

Gyros Plate (served with Onion, Tomato, Tzatiki & pita) 
 

Pastichio (Baked Greek Pasta, Ground Meat & Cheese 
Casserole, topped with Bechamel Sauce) 

 
Mousaka (Baked Eggplant, Zucchini, Potato & Ground 

Meat Topped with 
Bechamel Sauce) 

 
Roast Leg of Lamb (sliced Tender Lamb in Au Jus) 

 
Fried Smelts (Crispy Pan Fried Smelts) 

 
Spanakopitakia Meal (10) Spinach & Feta Wrapped in Filo 

Dough 
 

Dishes come with choice of Rice, Potatoes or Mixed 
Vegetables 

 
Desert: Tray of Greek Pastries 
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400 OFFICERS 

 
President   Robert Gale 
   708-366-7888 
Vice-President  Earl Lemberger 
   708-383-5559 
Secretary Mary Nalbandian         

312-663-1384 

Treasurer  Cal Nykanen 
   312-919-0048 
Trip Chairman  Cal Nykanen 
   312-919-0048 
Membership  Rosemarie Craig 
   773-561-6556 
Events Coordinator Dorothy Nufer 
   630-462-1194 
Banquet  Dorothy Grabos  
                                         Gloria Patrick 
Photo Editor  Cal Nykanen 
   312-919-0048 
Skilites Editor  Pat Lidbury 
   847-312-9619 
CMSC Delegate Charlotte Bader 
   773-327-1713 
 

 
 
 
 

COMING EVENTS 
April 19 - Chicago Symphony Orchestera – 220 S 
Michigan Avenue at 1:30 pm 
April 26 – ANNUAL SPRING AWARDS AND REUNION 
BANQUET.  Call Dorothy Grabos, 847-888-0614 or 
Gloria Patrick, 847-806-1994. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CMSC CORNER 
Feb 6 – Chicago Week Nite, Viking Ski Shop Chicago 
 
Feb. 23 – March 2, 2013, Chicago Week-Aspen/ 
Snowmass contact Sue 708.203.3831 or Terri 
847.217.8998  
 
Mar.17/2013 Winter Carnival at Ski Brule,  Iron 
River, MI $270.  Bus, lodging, meals, lift tickets, 
games.  Contact  Pat Banik 708.805.3954 
patbank@aol.com 
 
Feb22-Mar 1/2014 Chicago Week at Big Sky, 
Montana For detailed/further information contact  
Charlotte 773.327.1713 
 
Contact  Charlotte Bader, 773-327-1713.   
skinana@rcn.com for more info or questions on any 
of the above. 

 

 
 
Manfred Haja   January 6 
Hans Uritz   January 8 
Audrey  Gallery  January 14 
 
Alice Kalal   February 3 
Werner Gruse   February 5 
Dick Walser   February 8 
Charlotte  Bader  February 13 
Maria Longin   February 19 
Myrna Ramsey   February 21 
Sally Brozenec   February 24 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Rosemarie and Ray  Craig just celebrated their 60th  
wedding anniversary.  Isn't that great?    They were 
both at the Elk's Christmas Party   Dec. 5th, 2012. 
                            Thanks, Mary Jean 
 ========================================== 
 
IN MEMORY 
 
 Richard R. Skala, husband of Mary, passed away on 
Nov. 30th. Both  were members  of the 400 Ski Club  
during the 1980s.  They did some skiing, but more 
golfing during the era of the Coachman  Inn's  
weekends.   Mary is the sister of Alice Kalal.  Many 
of the "old timers"  will remember  Mary and Dick  
Skala.  
 

 
 
George Canar, recently suffered a fall (in mid-
November) and, after hospitalization, only partially 
recovered. George passed away December 9, 2012 
peacefully in his sleep due to overall declining 
health and kidney failure. 
 

 
 
Hermann Heineman passed away December, 2012. 
Hermann was a past president of the 400 Ski Club 
and organized the popular Edgerton, WI golf 
outings.  
 

 
 
Al Kovalsky passed away January 7, 2013.  Al was a 
long time member of the 400 Ski Club.  When Al  
joined the 400 Ski Club he brought with him a 
number of friends from the Windy City Ski Club. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NEW ACTIVITY 
 
 

 
 

CHICAGO SYMPHONY ORCHESTERA 
SYMPHONY CENTER 

220 S. MICHIGAN AVENUE 
 

Riccardo Muti conducts Beethoven Symphony No. 4 
Mozart Symphony No. 38 and Vivaldi 

Friday April 19, at 1:30 pm 
 

We have a limited number of tickets in the gallery 
for this performance at $40 each, for those that 
would like to join us; we will go to Miller’s Pub, 134 
South Wabash for dinner after the concert. 
 
For your ticket send a $40 check made out to the 
400 Ski Club and mail to: 
Robert Gale, 1530 William Street, River Forest, IL 
60305 
 
Let Bob know if you plan on joining the group for 
dinner at Miller’s Pub. 
 
Remember that you need to be at the SYMPHONY 
CENTER at by 1:00 pm to allow time to arrive at 
your seats.  If you arrive after the performance 
starts you will not be allow entrance to the 
Symphony.    
 

 



 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
 

We had our Christmas Luncheon at the Elks Club on December 5th.  The room was in the lower 
level with our own private bar.  They sure know how to treat us. 
For some of us, who don’t ski anymore, it was great seeing everyone.  We were talking to Cliff 
Jensen who fell last March and broke his knee cap.   With rehab and his excising, he is doing 
great and is determined to ski again.  John Pollack was there, we don’t see enough of him, 
and some others – Alice Kalal and Elsie Kast.  Dorothy Grabos was showing pictures of her 
grandson who is 11 months old and keeps her very busy.  She loves babysitting for him.  
Camilla Ross was telling us her and her friend, who is also a captain, went on a bare boat 
chartered sail boat and had a great trip.  They sailed in the north part of Lake Huron in the 
North Channel and Georgian Bay. 
After lunch we had a songfest of Christmas carols.  Len played the piano, he really is very 
good.  Larry Adkins was at our table, he can sing – I think the wine helped a little.  Then we 
have Bob Gale who picks up Bea Lutke and Mary Jean who brings Jean Schmitz.  Also, Cal 
Nykanen brings the Craigs.  We have such nice people in this club.  Some of the members of 
the Alpine Club came, and they sang some of the songs in German.  It is always great to see 
them. 
Thanks to Mary Jean and Camilla for giving us such a great party.  Also for Charlotte Bader 
who collected donations for the blind skiers.  She collected over $200.00.  We had a lot of fun 
seeing everyone.        Betty Walser 



 
 

This is the mystery man in November-December Skilites 
 

 
Ed Leutzinger 

 
400 Ski Club 

Board of Directors Meting Minutes 
November 28, 2012 
Dapp’s Kitchen Tap 

3131 Thatcher Road, River Grove, Illinois 
 

Bob Gale called the meeting to order at 1:27 p.m. Members present were Charlotte Bader, Dorothy Grabos, Earl Lemberger, Mary 
Nalbandian, Dorothy Nufer, and Cal Nykanen. 
 
The minutes of the October 17, 2012, meeting were approved. 
 
Cal gave the treasurer’s report. As of August 31, 2012, there was $26,940.28, in the 400 account. 
Cal reported that there are 26 members on the December Snowmass trip. 
 
Charlotte reported on CMSC activities. She requested that donated funds collected at the Christmas lunch be matched by the 400, and 
that half of the money be donated to the American Blind Ski Federation (ABSF) and the other half to the Southeastern Wisconsin 
Alternative Program (SWAP). This was approved. 
 
Charlotte reported on other CMSC ski trips including a bus trip to Ski Brule in March and a train trip to Welch Village in Minnesota. Details 
on these trips will be in the next Skilites. 
 
Old Business 
Dorothy Grabos reported on the Friday, April 26, 2013, annual banquet. The location of this event will be Collettis, 5707 North Central 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Due to liability concerns, it was decided that there would not be wine at each table. There will be a cash bar.  
 
Dorothy Nufer distributed a list of the 2013 monthly planned events. Charlotte, Dorothy Grabos, Dorothy Nufer, Bob, and Mary, gave 
preliminary reports on the events. This list was compiled from the membership survey and the events will be listed in forthcoming issues 
of Skilites. 
 
Mary distributed binders of past Skilites and asked each member to go through the binder and identify items that would be of interest to 
the present membership that could be made part of future issues of Skilites. Bob said that these past issues are part of the 400 history 
and should be preserved. Cal will further research the cost of scanning these old issues and placed on a disk.  
  
The next Board meeting will be on February 20, 2013. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 
 
Mary Nalbandian  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

2013 EVENT PLAN 
 
 
February 20  Lunch at Psistaria Green Tavern, 4711 W. Touhy Ave. 
   Lincolnwood (Jan & Louis Stessl)  
 
Feb/March  4 day/2 ski in Welch Village in Redwing, MN, train $174 roundtrip 
 
   Ski Brule 3/15-3/17, CMSC TRIP, $270 includes bus, lodging, meals & skiing 
   (Charlotte Bader)    
 
April 19                 Chicago Symphony Orchestra - at 1:30.  Dinner at Miller’s Pub 
   (Bob Gale)       
  
April 26 Club Banquet at Colletti’s, 5707 N. Central, Chicago (Dorothy Grabos & Gloria Patrick) 
 
May Tulip Festival in Holland, MI for 2 nights May 4-11 (Mary Nalbandian) 
 
June Picnic/bike event – to be announced 
  
July 17 Navy Pier lunch & cruise on Spirit of Chicago $51.54 (Dorothy Nufer) 
    
August   Lake Geneva Mail boat cruise & lunch (Mary Nalbandian) 
 
September Lincoln Park Zoo/Conservatory/History Museum, lunch at    

RJ    Grunts (Charlotte Bader) 
 
October  Berghoff Lunch (Bob Gale) 
 
October  Morton Arboretum?? 
 
December 4  Club Christmas Party     
 
December  Ski Snowmass    
     
 
Golf is every Wednesday starting April 3, 2013 morning at 7 a.m. at Fresh Meadows Golf Course in Hillside, Il 
Call Cal Nykanen (312) 919-0048 a week in advance if playing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SNOWMASS SKI TRIP DECEMBER 2012 

 

There were 26 members on the trip to Aspen/Snowmass looking for good skiing conditions.  Upon our 

arrival we found snow, but most of it was manmade.  We had areas to ski over and over.   The third day 

it snowed some over night and helped the conditions a 

little. The fifth day we had more snow and had great skiing 

on some of the opened runs on Sunday, Monday and 

Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

The group dinner was at the Westin Hotel that just opened the middle of November.  The Westin 

replaced the Silvertree and all the old restaurants that were 

associated with the old hotel.  We had a private dining room 

and a menu created for the 400 by the Chef. The dinner was 

three courses, with a choice of three items from each 

course.  

 

 

 

 

The pizza/garbage party was held in the dining area of the 

Mountain Chalet on Tuesday evening the 18th.  Beer, wine and 

soft drinks were available and kept everyone happy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 18, 2012 was Stefanie & Robert Holler 50th 

wedding anniversary.  Two cakes were purchased by the 

400 Club from the local bakery for the celebration.   

Renate & Reiner Mayer  had also recently celebrated their 

50th wedding  anniversary.  Congratulations! 



 

 

Wednesday the 19th was time to fly direct to Chicago from Aspen.  But there was a snow storm and 

the 11:31 flight was cancelled.  The next flight to Chicago was cancelled.  However the group that 

stayed at the Aspen airport all day got on a flight to Chicago at 6:30 pm.  Four people decided not to 

wait all day at the airport and rebooked for a Thursday flight.  They returned to the Mountain Chalet 

and paid for the nights lodging.  Thursday morning upon arriving at the airport we are greeted by 

United flight delays, because of Chicago weather issues. The flight depart at 3:30 pm Chicago time and 

arrive in Chicago about 5:45 pm.   

 

There were four people in two cars that drove to Snowmass from Chicago.  One car left early Monday 

and the other left Tuesday heading home because of the snow storm predictions. It was a smart move 

on their part to leaving early and avoid the storm. 

 

 

 
 
 

MIKHAIL – ANTHONY – ALEX – MARIA – TATSIANA - RENATE – JULIA - BORIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

400 
 SKILITES                FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

14297 Sundance Drive 

Huntley, IL  60142 
 

    

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
 www.400skiclub.com 
 

http://www.400skiclub.com/

