
 

         

         400 Ski Club 

         Good Times with Good Friends  
 

 

Jan - Feb                                             SKILITES                                                          2014 

 
 

 
 
The Future of the 400 
 
Thank you to all the members who contacted me directly or filled out a card at the 
holiday luncheon regarding the future of the 400 club.  
 
The following are the results with the number indicating how many people listed the 
item. 
 
Don’t disband or merge - 3 
Merge - 2  Maybe with Club 50 
Become a social club and meet over meals - 7 
Keep ski trips - 2 
Keep ski trips and other events - 3 
Have more functions on weekends - 8 
Keep the same things, but try to get some newer, younger members - 1 
Have a lunch every other month in a different place.- 1 
Ask members who have not renewed, why.- 2 
 
If you want to add anything else, please either email me your thoughts at 
mnal@juno.com  
or mail me at Mary Nalbandian, 994 S. Park Terrace, Chicago, IL 60605-2018. Thank 
you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



400 Ski Club Minutes 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, December 4, 2013 
Des Plaines Elks Club 

495 Lee Street, Des Plaines, IL 
 
Bob Gale called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. Members present were Charlotte Bader, Rosemarie 
Craig, Dorothy Grabos, Earl Lemberger, Pat Lidbury, Mary Nalbandian, Dorothy Nufer, and Cal Nykanen. 
Mary was late. 
 
The minutes of the October 9, 2013, meeting were approved. 
 
Cal presented the treasurer’s report. The account balance is $22,077.00. Charlotte moved that our 
lunches have a non-member price (actual or higher). This is for any event where members get a 
discounted price. Earl seconded the motion and it was approved by the board and is effective 
immediately. 
 
Cal reported on the Snowmass trip. There are 22 members on the trip. 
 

Earl reported that the February 9, 2014, Sunday lunch will be held at Emmett’s Ale House in Palatine, 
110 North Brockway Street, Palatine, IL. 
 
Dorothy Grabos reported that the Spring Banquet will be held on Sunday, April 27, 2014, at Chandler’s 
Chop House, 401 North Roselle Road, Schaumburg, IL. 
 
Dorothy Nufer presented the 2014 planned activities list. There is something planned for ten of the twelve 
months. This list will be reviewed and final copy will be put into the Skilites.  
 
Charlotte presented the CMSC activities and will report on them to the members during lunch.  
 
Mary reported on the status of the future of the club and said that she received comments from only three 
members so she will distribute index cards to the people at the lunch and ask them to make their wishes 
known about the future of the club.  
 
Pat and Cal will prepare the January 2014 Skilites. Information is needed by January 16 and the issue will 
be distributed on January 20, 2014.  
 
Bob proposed that we have a noon board meeting at each lunch. The next meeting will be on February 9, 
2014.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
 
Mary Nalbandian 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2014 PLANNED ACTIVITIES 
 

 
February Earl   Lunch at Emmetts Ale House, 2/9 
  Charlotte  CMSC Chicago Week, Big Sky, MT, 2/22 to 3/1 
 
March  Charlotte  CMSC Winter Carnival at Shanty Creek, MI, 3/14 to 3/16 
 
April  Dorothy/Gloria Spring Banquet, 4/27  
 
May 17 Cal   Fair Oaks Farm Adventure in Fair Oaks, IN 
 
June  Mary   Bike & lunch in Grundy County 
  Mary   Possible trips to Field Museum, Shedd Aquar., Adler Plan. 
 
July 12  Dorothy  Afternoon at Haja’s, bike, swim, socialize, discuss food,  
 
August     Need ideas 
 
September    Possible trip to Museums etc. 
 
October Earl   Lunch & afternoon at Morton Arboretum 
 
November    Need ideas 
 
December    Christmas luncheon & Snowmass ski trip  
 
 
 



 

February 9 Club Luncheon  

This is a Sunday luncheon and is something we want to try in order to allow 

those members who work to attend 

Emmetts Brewing Co 

110 N Brockway St, Palatine, IL 60067 

Across from the NW Line Metra Station in Palatine 

Cash bar 12:00 to 1:00. Lunch will be served at 1:00 p.m.  

Members $25.00 / Non-members $35.00 per person, tax and tip included  

Please pay Earl Lemberger before lunch 

Menu 

Please choose one Soup/Salad and Entree 

Soup du Jour  

or Salad   
(House / Caesar / Spinach) 

--- 
Grilled Chicken Breast 

Lemon Caper Cream Sauce, Yukon Gold Smashed Potatoes, Chef’s Vegetables 

--- 
Grilled Salmon Fillet 

Tomato-Chive Beurre Blanc, Jasmine Rice, Chef’s Vegetables 

--- 
New York Strip Steak 

Demi Glace, Baked Potato, Chef’s Vegetables 

--- 

Choice of several Desserts and Coffee or Tea  
 

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED!  

Please advise  

Earl Lemberger (708)-383-5559 or earllemberger@gmail.com to make your reservation and advise your 

menu choices 

Non-members may register to join the club ($15 single/$25 couple) at the door. Please bring a check 

made out to 400 Ski Club if you want a receipt.You may also bring a completed Membership 

Application/Renewal Form, which will expedite your registration. 



Presidents comments: 
 
2014 will be my 60th anniversary as a member of the 400 
Ski Club. 

This would not be the case if I 
did not have a chance meeting 
with a friend back in 1953. 
George Becker told me that he 
and a friend would be going on 
a New Year ski trip conducted 
by the North Western Railroad 
and asked me if I would like to 
join them. Skiing at that time 
was considered to be a high 
risk activity to be avoided and I 
never had any inclination to 
participate in it. However, 

perhaps because I had a drink in my hand; I did agree to 
join them on this trip. How glad I am that I did say yes. 
Attributable to this decision was the benefit of physical 
activity, an expanded social life, travel to many areas and 
to experience the beauty of the mountains in winter. 
We are all fortunate to have been able to partake in 
everything that skiing has to offer. 
 
Happy New Year to all 
Bob Gale 
 

Article from 2011 Skilites by Bob Gale 
 

Recollections on the early days of the  
400 Ski Club 

 
From time to time, I have been asked to write a paper on 
what I remember of the early days of the club.  I have 
been reluctant to do this because I thought that there 
were others with earlier involvement that would have a 
better perspective of these times than I would.  With the 
passing of many of the old members and while I think I 
still have my marbles (some may doubt), perhaps now is 
the time. 
 
I know from discussions at our World War II outfit 
reunions, that each person remembers events that took 
place long ago in their own way that may be very 
different from my recollections.  So this will be my view 
of the early days of the club and I won’t be offended if 
others have other variations of these events. 
 
 
I joined the club in February, 1954.  I remember this 
because it is the same month that I started a 34 year 

career with the General Electric Co.  I joined at the 
invitation of George Becker who also introduced me to 
skiing a month earlier.  My first skiing experience was on 
a New Year’s trip to Pine Mountain at Iron Mountain, 
Michigan. 
 
This was a Wednesday through Sunday package offered 
by the Northwestern Railroad that included train 
transportation, lodging, meals, skiing and parties all for 
about Fifty Dollars.  I believe that I met Lou Stessl for the 
first time in the dining car on the way up.  The rental 
equipment that was available was Army surplus from the 
10

th
 Army Division. The skis were wooden, painted white 

and very long; the boots were high top shoes.  Our ski 
instructor was Vern Trepp who had been a member of 
the 10

th
 Mountain Division during the war and was a ski 

racer before the war.  I believe that his instructions were 
a major reason that persuaded me to stay with skiing on 
a long term basis.   A lady also told me on this trip that 
skiing is like being hooked on an addictive substance, 
once you start it’s hard to quit.  I think she may have a 
point. 
 
The clubs first meeting place was the old Northwestern 
Railroad station in a rather large room on the second 
floor.  The station was old and run down at that time and 
our room reflected this, however, this didn’t appear to 
be a concern to the members.  We were happy to have 
this place and it was free.  There was a small bar in the 
room for our use and we could order coffee from the  
station restaurant.  After the meeting, the folding chairs 
could be put aside to make room for dancing and 
socializing. 
 
Because of the central location of the station, our 
members came from all parts of the city and suburbs.  
This may be hard to believe, but at that time you could 
drive up to the side of the station and park your car on 
the street. 
 
When I joined the club Charlotte Zimmer was the 
president and Dick Netzorg was the vice president.  Dick 
had been in the 10

th
 Mountain Division and brought 

much of his skiing experience to the new club.  I don’t 
know the extent of his involvement, but I believe that 
Dick was one of a number of individuals responsible for 
setting up the club as an independent organization.  The 
club originated with the Northwestern Railroad Travel 
Bureau.  Pat Farrell was the manager of this bureau and 
as such was the founder of the 400 Ski Club. 
 
The railroads purpose in starting the club was economic.  
They wanted to promote passenger travel between 



Chicago and the ski areas along their route.   At first it 
may have been little more than a mailing list to advertise 
ski trips.  As this organization grew, they must have 
recognized the liability of having a ski club as part of a 
railroad and requested that we leave.  I think that Pat 
Farrell did a lot to insure that the club could stand alone 
after leaving the railroad.  The free room in the station is 
an example of his contributions. 
 
The Northwestern had a streamliner passenger train that 
ran from Chicago to Minneapolis with a schedule time of 
400 minutes.  The train was “The 400” .  Our club name 
was taken from the name of this train. 
 
The railroad sponsored a radio program that was known 
as the “Northwestern Hour” and the “400 Hour”.  I 
remember listening to this program at breakfast time 
when I was in high school during the early 1940’s.  The 
host was Norman Ross Sr. and it featured light classical 
music and commentary.  The 400 train was promoted on 
this program. 
 
 
Meetings 
 
The meetings at the station were much like our present 
meetings where business was first attended to and 
upcoming events discussed.  This would be followed by a 
short program like a ski movie or a slide show of 
someone’s trip.  At times someone like Tate would bring 
in some ski equipment to show us new developments.  
Someone would pitch in to be sure that whatever may be 
required for the meeting would be available.  Cal Smith 
was one of those individuals among others.   
 
The floor would be cleared for dancing, the bar would 
open and the music would start the social part of the 
meeting.  This part must have been pretty effective 
because many members found their life mates at these 
meetings.  Quite a few of the members were boaters and 
members of the Columbia Yacht Club and the party 
would often move on to this club.  We had one of our 
annual award banquets at the Belmont Yacht Club. 
 
At first there were only a few ski clubs in the area and it 
was not uncommon to have guests from other clubs 
attend our meetings and events.  We in turn would do 
the same and at times have a membership in more than 
one club.  The first Chicago ski shows were held in 
downtown hotels  and were to a large extent a social 
event. 
Dick Netzorg’s father, Charlie, was also a member of the 
club.  In deference to his age we would address him as 

Mr. Charlie.   His hobby was classical music and he had an 
extensive collection of records.   
 
Mr. Charlie would hold Sunday afternoon concerts where 
he would play some records for about 12 people  and 
make a presentation about the composer and his music.  
We would all look forward to an invitation.   Dick and Mr. 
Charlie would spend a lot of time at the Nubs Nob ski 
area and a run was named “Mr. Charlie”. 
 
The railroad would run train parties where they would 
string together a number of club cars and attach them to 
a suburban  train to roll around four or five hours before 
returning o the station.  It was a night club on wheels.  
Pat Farrell helped me set up a train with the Burlington 
for our Halloween party.  If I didn’t manage to lose a case 
of scotch whiskey, it would have been a great party. 
 
We had our first pig roast at Illinois beach state park.  
This is where Cal Smith and others would get a small 
whole pig and spend all night preparing a pit and roasting 
it.  My job was to bring some watermelon.  I got the 
biggest melon I’ve ever seen without knowing that I 
would have to carry it a half mile from my car. In later 
years the pig roast was moved out to Tate’s farm. 
 
We also had a house wrecking party where between 
beers you could go and pull some fixture off the wall.  I 
believe we made Life magazine with this one. 
 
The railroad allowed us to use the meeting room for a 
number of years after we became an independent 
organization.  I think it was about 1959 when they asked 
us to leave.  In the next few months the club came very 
close to going out of existence.  It was impossible to get 
any agreement on a suitable meeting place.  Someone 
found a tavern on West Chicago Avenue to use on a 
temporary basis.  Members were losing interest and only 
a handful came to meetings.  At this time, Ed Rauch and 
George Becker stepped in to try to hold things together.  
George became the interim President.  I don’t know  who 
found the Zum Deutschen Eck or arranged for it as a 
meeting place but moving our meetings there brought us 
back from the brink. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
400 OFFICERS 

 
President   Robert Gale 
   708-366-7888 
Vice-President  Earl Lemberger 
   708-383-5559 
Secretary Mary Nalbandian        
                                           312-663-1384 
Treasurer  Cal Nykanen 
   312-919-0048 
Trip Chairman  Cal Nykanen 
   312-919-0048 
Membership  Rosemarie Craig 
   773-561-6556 
Events Coordinator Dorothy Nufer 
   630-462-1194 
Banquet  Dorothy Grabos / 
                                         Gloria Patrick 
Photo Editor  Cal Nykanen 
   312-919-0048 
Skilites Editor  Pat Lidbury 
   847-312-9619 
CMSC Delegate  Charlotte Bader 
                           773-327-1713 

 
 

 

 
CMSC CORNER 

 
Feb. 22 - March 1, 2014 Chicago Week - Big Sky, 
Montana Call Mary Kreinbring  773/472-8845 or 
Glenn Yoshimura 312/515-1327 

March 14-16, 2014 - Winter Carnival - Shanty Creek 
(Schuss), Michigan (80,s Theme) Call Pat Banik 
708/805-3954 or John Clark 630/488-9249 

Feb. 21 - 28, 2015 Chicago Week - Mt.Bachelor, 
Oregon (SunRiver) 
For detailed/further information contact Charlotte 
Bader 773/327-1713 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Manfred Haja   January 6 

Hans Uritz   January 8 

Sarah Toroisian   January 28 

 

Alice Kalal   February 3 

Dick Walser   February 8 

Charlotte  Bader  February 13 

 

RETURNING MEMBER 

 

Alice Kalal 
280 Leahy Circle 

Des Plaines, IL  60016 
847-827-5202 

 
Chris Canar  

630 N. Dee Road 
Park Ridge, Il  60068 

847-825-5797 
 

NEW MEMBER 
 

Diane Nissen 
8264  140th St. 

Orland Park, IL  60462 
708-707-4735 

dianenissen@hotmail.com 
 

HOSPITAL 
Bob Gale, Northwestern Memorial 

for observation 
 



Christmas Party – Elks Club 
 

 
The 400 Christmas Party has come and gone for another 
year. A good time was had by all- seeing friends from 
years back, reminising about the great skiing and all the 
parties and laughs we shared.  We had 49 members 
attending and after a lovely dinner we all sang some 
Christmas Carols, accompanied by Pat and Gerry Woods.   

 

 
 

 
For a special treat some of the handsome and talented 
Alpiners entertained us with O’Tannenbaum and Silent 
Night, first in German and then in English.  And of course 
we all joined in. What a wonderful beginning to the 
holiday season.   ( Mary Jean Longueil ) 
 

 



 
 
 
Little did I know my first vacation with “Club 400” would begin at the airport.  I was greeted by a kind group which included much 
laughter and stimulating conversation.  The fun continued upon our arrival at Mountain Chalet as we were welcomed with a wine and 
 food party.  What followed was six days of ideal December skiing.  Beautiful sunny, warm days of which we owned at times.  Often we 
were the only people on the runs, so hopefully this will remain our best kept secret.  Trips that follow will always be compared to this 
wonderful time.  Each and every day I was thankful for the mountains and my new friends. 
  
It just does not get any better. 
  
Thanks for making me feel as if I’ve known you forever. 

 

 By Diane Nissen 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

    Anthony        Julia          Sofia              Dina 

 
   Elena        Igor        Earl                Boris 

 
  Camilla        Mary        Robert        Stefanie     Bill 

 
 

 



PIZZA PARTY AT MOUNTIAN CHALET 

 
   Julia              Anthony            Dina         Igor  

 
                       Peter                  Ksenia 

 
 
 
 
 

JENNIFER AND EVAN 

 
     Margarete         Jennifer                  Adolf 

 
Anthony Boris  Margarete Camilla Adolf Robert Diane 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

400 
 SKILITES                FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

14297 Sundance Drive 

Huntley, IL  60142 
 

    

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
 www.400skiclub.com 
 

http://www.400skiclub.com/

