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I.   Course Description:   
Transforming Education with Google Apps gives students, teachers, and administrators a practical 
experience in implementing and leveraging the power of Google Accounts and Google Chromebooks in an 
educational setting. The course covers curricular best practices and 21st century literacy and skills. Content 
focuses on hands-on application of cross-curricular literacy through the use of the Chromebook and Google 
Documents, and Apps available to the system. Emphasis is given to cloud computing and collaborative 
technologies for a digital age school.  

II.  Underlying Course Perspective  
“I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.”  
1 Corinthians 9:22 

III. Program Goals/Objectives & Professional Standards/Teacher Standards  
 
Learner Outcomes  
Graduates of the Master of Arts in Education will: 

• (#4) Promote a learning community that engages in reflective practice and action research. 
(secondary) 

• (#5) Demonstrate content knowledge and implement appropriate instructional strategies 
that maximize learning for all students. (secondary) 

• (#6) Integrate technology into the design, delivery, and assessment of learning environments 
and experiences. (primary) 

 
Professional Standards/Teacher Standards met through this course:  

Wisconsin Content Guidelines for K-12 Instructional Technology Coordinator License - PI 3.59 (10): 
• (#4) Knowledge of and ability to plan, manage, budget, make decisions and implement:  

o technology support for instruction 
o the selection, supervision, training and evaluation of staff  
o instructional technology systems 



o instructional design 
• (#7) Ability to facilitate the integration of instructional technology into the curriculum 

through teaching and learning activities.  
• (#8) Ability to evaluate and implement appropriate, current and emerging trends and 

developments in instructional technologies, including information access and delivery 
systems, networking and telecommunications. 

• (#14) Ability to facilitate and promote the use of technology to meet identified academic 
standards.  

• (#17) Awareness and use of resources for personal professional growth, including electronic 
and printed literature, professional organizations, and collegial avenues.” 

IV. Course Goal 
The overall course goal is to equip the student with the ability to research, implement and adapt the use of 
the Google Apps in Education to its fullest classroom potential.  

V.  Learning Objectives/Outcomes:  
Learners will: 

Course Outcomes 1) Task 
2) Assessment 

Standards Program Goals 

• Recognize current trends in 
cloud and mobile devices 

• Breakout Sessions 
• Unit Plan 
• Lesson Plan 

• 4,7,8 • 4,6 

• Identify Fair-use and 
plagiarism laws that may 
apply to the mobile 
computing use 

• Breakout Session on Fair 
Use 

• Readings 

• 7, 17 • 4,6 

• Research and Recognize 
pertinent applications 

• Breakout Sessions – Core 
Apps, Chrome Web Apps 

• Unit Plan 
 

• 4, 8 , 14, 
17 

• 5,6 

• Collaborate with other 
teachers in curriculum 
design 

• Breakout Sessions – Core 
Apps, CRP 

• Unit Plan 
• Discussion 
• Google Form 

• 4,7,8 • 4,5,6 

• Identify the uses and 
locations of education and 
productivity applications 

• Breakout Sessions – 
Chrome Web Apps 

• Unit Plans 
• CRP 
• Presentation 
• Discussion 

• 7 • 4,5,6 

• Develop ways to best use 
mobile application materials 
in the curriculum 

• Breakout Sessions – Core 
Apps, Chrome Web Apps 

• Unit Plan 
• Lesson Plan 
• CRP 
• Discussion 

• 7, 8 • 4,5,6 

• Evaluate an 
interdisciplinary approach to 
the selection, 
implementation and use of 

• Readings 
• Unit Plan 
• Discussion 

• 4,7,8 • 4,5,6 



technology to meet the 
educational and transitional 
needs of individuals with 
disabilities; 

• Identify and describe the 
function of the range of 
assistive technology devices 
and services in the home, 
school, and community 
environments, including 
augmentative and alternative 
communication; seating, 
positioning, and mobility; 
computer access; and 
technology for people with 
vision loss, hearing loss and 
learning disabilities. 

• Readings 
• Unit Plan 
• Discussion 

• 4,7,8 • 4,5,6 

• Describe barriers to 
technology, and common 
functional adaptations 

• Readings 
• Discussion 

• 4,7,8 • 4,5,6 

VI. Course Methodology 
The course is a mixture of reading, lecture, discussion, and collaboration. 

VII. Course Materials and Text  

Required Reading**: 

Stahl, G., Koschmann, T., & Suthers, D. (2006). Computer-supported collaborative learning: An historical 
perspective. In R. K. Sawyer (Ed.), Cambridge handbook of the learning sciences (pp. 409-426). 
Cambridge, UK: 

 
Stahl, G. (2005). Group cognition in computer-assisted collaborative learning. Blackwell Publishing Ltd 

2005, Journal of Computer Assisted Learning 21, pp79–90 
 
**All required reading materials provided.  

Supplemental Readings: 
Talaber, Janos (2009). The Role of Multimedia in Classroom Use. Druck and Bindung: Norderstedt, 

Germany. 
 
Davis, Barbara Gross (2009) (2nd ed). Tools for Teaching. Jossey-Bass: San Francisco, CA 

VIII. Evaluation & Grading Scale  

Grading Scale 

95 – 100% = A 
89 – 94% = AB 



83 – 88% = B 
77 – 82% = BC 
71 – 76% =  C 
65 – 70% = CD 
60 – 64% = D 

Evaluation 

Evaluation Points 
A. Workshop Participation 50 
B. Apex Project 
C. Presentation 

200 
20 

Total 270 

IX.  Assignments 

 
A.   Workshop Participation: 50 points of Final Grade 
Participants are expected to participate in every workshop, breakout, presentation, and learning opportunity 
as their individual schedule dictates. Attendance in each session may be taken and lack of attendance may 
detrimentally affect student’s grades.  
 
B. Apex Project: 200 points of Final Grade  
The Apex Project, involving wiki, site, video, CRP, group, forms, and document designs is the complete 
redesign and transformation of a lesson, unit, or project once taught previously, or intended to create anew. 
Students spend the entire week preparing and presenting this Project. Guidelines and Rubric found here. 
The Apex Project must be completed within 21 days of the final day of the summit.  
 
C. Presentation: 20 points of Final Grade 
Each student presents the progress they have made on the unit plan. This is a 5-10 minute presentation 
detailing the work done on the content development. Be sure to include in the presentation how this digital 
unit plan is changing the way things have been done in your classroom. You are welcome to use Google 
Presentation or Prezi for your presentation. Guideline and Rubric found here. 
 

X. Tenets of a successful online learner 

 
1. Have access to the Internet with at least minimal computer skills 
2. Believe that high-quality learning can truly take place virtually 
3. Show the ability to communicate well through written or distance correspondence  
4. Be willing to ask for help 
5. Have the ability to follow detailed instruction 
6. Keep deadlines and work as a self propelled learner (i.e., self motivated and self regulating) 

XI.  Instructor Policies 
 
Attendance/Participation: Class attendance/participation is a major part of the grade for each student. 
Class attendance is defined for this class as being engaged during the on-campus offering. This class is 



designed around interaction, sharing, and overall positive communication; therefore, your active and 
meaningful participation on a regular basis in the online environment is crucial for true learning, growth, 
and development to take place in this class. You are expected to participate in discussions consistently to 
engage other learners. 

Notebook/Class File: It is encouraged that each student compile the projects for this course into a hard 
copy file or electronic file. This enables you to develop a professional reference source to ensure 
meaningful utilization of the course materials beyond the scope of the course in your professional practice. 
It is hoped that all responses, activities, projects, etc. completed in this class hold practical and applicable 
value for each participant. Therefore, it is encouraged for each student to save and utilize these materials in 
an organized and useful manner as an instructional leadership reference. This item is a non-graded, but 
highly recommended and encouraged activity. 

Readings: Students are required to read all assigned articles/links to resources in preparation for 
discussion, interaction, and collaboration. It is expected that the students respond meaningfully to all 
assigned readings and add personal, critical analysis and application to all that is read from required class 
resources. Everything read for this class (assigned or unassigned) is viewed from the perspective of a 
critical and personal analysis.  

 
Assignment Deadlines: Students are required to complete assignments/exercises on the date assigned by 
the instructor.  All discussion board activities/exercises cannot be made-up due to the instructional and 
group interactive nature of these activities.  All material and assignments are due on the date set.  Any 
assignments turned in late are not eligible for full credit. 

Papers and Reviews: Students are required to write professional style reviews. In keeping with the 
academic integrity of the college and the material of the course, students are asked to cite all work per the 
Citation section of this document. All papers must be submitted within the timeframe set forth by the 
instructor. Failure to submit documents on time may result in a grade reduction or an incomplete. All 
papers, essays and reviews are to be submitted to the teacher according to the submission section below 
unless otherwise dictated.  

Submitting Work: This course makes use of Google Sites where you post the majority of your work in a 
public arena. You are shown how to upload, embed and update your content accordingly.   

 

XI.  Graduate Program Policies   

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
In compliance with the Wisconsin Lutheran College policy and equal access laws, the instructor is 
available to discuss appropriate academic accommodations that may be required for students with 
disabilities.  Requests for academic accommodations are to be made during the first week of the course, 
except for unusual circumstances, so arrangements can be made. 

Academic Integrity 
Each student in this course is expected to abide by the Wisconsin Lutheran College Code of Academic 
Integrity.  Any work submitted by a student in this course for academic credit is to be the student’s own 
work. For this course, collaboration is allowed for sharing helpful links, peer review, and other 
collaborative project work. Should or plagiarism occur, students who copy from any source without proper 



citation will automatically to receive a zero for the assignment.  Penalty for violation of this Code can also 
be extended to include failure of the course and disciplinary action. 
 
Academic Performance Expectations 
Because you are a student in a professional major, we expect you to consistently demonstrate acceptable 
communication techniques for each and every assignment.   
 
1.  Written Expectations:  Good, professional writing meets reader expectations of clarity, 

conciseness, format, credibility, reference, tone, emphasis, and engagement. A quality professional 
written communication: 
a. Meets the assignment requirements:  Carefully review the assignment description and 

expected final format.  
b. Follows the rules:  Balance audience expectations with industry standards for a document, 

including English language correctness, followed by compromise according to context; form 
sentences with proper grammar; and align with the required APA manuscript style. 

c. Reflects the needs of the intended audience and meets those expectations:  Can explain 
complex ideas in a way that a targeted reader can understand;  

d. Demonstrates logical organization of ideas:  A proper format enhances the communication 
and does not detract from it. 

e. Is clear, precise, and concise:  Accurately communicating the essential information with little 
to no opportunity for misinterpretation, thereby, reducing message break down. 

f. Is efficient:  This begins with preparation for writing by having the perspective of similar 
documents and knowing the reader’s needs which are  essential to avoid unnecessary 
corrections or follow-up revisions. 

g. Communicates effectively:  Bottom line, effective writing succeeds—or even exceeds-- in 
accomplishing its purpose. 

 
2. Oral Presentations:  These should be conducted in a business-like manner.   Presenters should be 

poised, demonstrate an acceptable level of public presentation skills and should be dressed in 
appropriate business attire – even when presenting in front of a camera or as part of a digital 
recording.  A quality, professional  oral presentation: 
a. Meets the assignment requirements:  Carefully review the assignment description and 

expected final format and time allotment; practice diligently to remain within the range of 
expected time limits. 

b. Follows the rules:  Balance audience expectations with industry standards for presentations, 
including English language correctness, followed by compromise according to context; use 
proper grammar and avoid slang or jargon.  Align with the required APA manuscript style so 
that supporting documentation is clear to the audience. 

c. Considers the visual component:  This includes the stance and approach of the presenter 
during the presentation; materials should be used to support the presentation, not to take the 
place of or detract from it; visuals should be clearly associated with verbal content, 
reinforcing or extending the scope of the message; Power point or Prezi-type software 
presentations should comply with industry standards and recommendations to the extent 
possible—do not overload slides with too much content. 

        In the case of digital recordings or renderings, students must choose an appropriate setting 
(what surrounds them), one that facilitates proper background as well as distance from the 
camera.  

d. Reflects your audience:  Background and knowledge base of your audience dictates the level 
of explanation required; the amount of interaction with the audience depends upon the size of 
the group, requirements and/or the electronic means of the interaction.  

e. Defines terms and includes precise words:  The level of language is appropriate for the 
audience, context, and content. 

f. Delivers a clear and concise message: The art of delivery that makes the content memorable 
and meaningful for maximum retention and understanding. 



g. Manages tone and non verbal behaviors: Minimize mannerisms and vocalizations that 
detract from audience focus; time awareness must be done unobtrusively. In the case of digital 
recordings, it is advised that students ensure their recording has good audio quality. 

h. Checks for understanding: Design techniques to check whether the audience needs 
clarification or re-focus. 

i. Strives to engage your audience:  Make the presentation interesting with variety of voice 
inflection, passion, graphics, etc. and an appropriate level of enthusiasm for the topic.  

 
Those working with digital recordings should employ editing techniques that render succinct, engaging and 
creative content for the end-viewer.  This may include such things as title slides, extra audio or sound 
effects, image inserts, transitions or animations. 

Copyright Policy 
Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the material.  The copy 
in this course has been provided for private study, scholarship, or research.  Other uses may require 
permission from the copyright holder.  The user of this work is responsible for adhering to copyright law of 
the U.S. (Title 17, U.S. Code). 
 
The instructor assumes no responsibility for individuals who improperly use copyrighted material placed on 
the web site. 

Cheating and Plagiarism 
“Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving 
one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so.  Typically, 
such acts occur in relation to examinations.  However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 
‘cheating’ not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student 
that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means.  Plagiarism is 
a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of 
others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work.”  
Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the 
course, to expulsion from the college. 

Citation of All Information 
All sources and ideas that did not originate form the student must be cited. Any reference citations must be 
formatted in accordance with the APA Publication Manual (6th Edition). APA and other helpful citation 
examples can be found at Wikipedia.com (type in, “citation examples”)  
 
Technical Issues 

For any technical support issues, please contact the instructor, who will either help you or 
forward your concern on to the appropriate person.  

Unit Projects  
Each unit project is due when specified in course calendar. 

Syllabus and Schedule Changes 
The syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.  If you are 
absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were absent. 
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