
WYOMING BOARD OF GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
May 19, 2021 

3:00 PM 
 

Attendees In person On Phone 

Calvin Williams  X 

Cindy Brown   

Dan White  X 

Herb Stoughton  X 

Jack Studley X  

Janie Nelson  X 

Larry Schmidt  X 

Mary Agnes McAleenan  X 

R.J. Pieper   

Scott Scherbel   

Tom Kropatsch   

Venice Beske  X 

Shelley Messer X  

Adrea Clifford (State Rep)  X 

Crystal C’Bearing 
Arapahoe Tribal Historic Preservation 

 X 

C.J. Baker (Powell Tribune)  X 

Michell Gess X  

 
 
I. Meeting called to order at 3:00 p.m. in the State Engineer’s Office, Cheyenne, 

WY by Herb Stoughton, Chairman, Wyoming Board of Geographic Names. 
 
II. Roundtable introductions were completed.   
 
III. Minutes of the November 18, 2020 meeting were reviewed and approved. 

Motion to approve was made by Venice Beske, motion was seconded by Jack 
Studley. Motion passed unanimously.     

 
IV. Old Business: 

 
A. Proposal to rename a feature in Park County to Crow Woman Buttes. 

 
Shelley Messer provided a quick review of the proposal. Dan White asked if the Park County 
Commissioners provided their reasons for objecting to the name change. The reasoning was: 
“The BOCC feel the history and heritage of Park County is important and must remain the 
same today and tomorrow.”   
 
Crystal C’Bearing related that she is on a committee reviewing the proposed name changes 
of Mt. Evens (Colorado) to Mt Blue Sky, and another feature named Squaw Mountain to El 

Woman. (I had a hard time hearing so that maybe incorrect). the proposed replacement 

name for Squaw Mountain in Clear Creek County is Mestaa’ėhehe Mountain, the Cheyenne 

name for Owl Woman 
 



Ms. C’Bearing related why the word ‘squaw’ is offensive, shows that Native American 
women have been disrespected. She is in contact with the Northern Cheyenne, Southern 
Arapahoe, and Ute tribes who concur with it being an offensive term. 
The Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women Organization believes this disrespect to be a 
factor in the violence against Native Women. 
 
She also informed us of an upcoming webinar Derogatory Terms, American Maps that is open 
to the public. Register @: www.bit.ly/rename-s-smountain 
 
Ms. Messer is to send the BGN quarterly review list items that deal with this same issue to 
Representative Clifford and Ms. C’Bearing. Representative Clifford and Ms. C’Bearing will 
be included in future WGBN notices/minutes for the semi-annual meetings. 
 
There was a discussion on legislation that other states have in place that streamlines the 
renaming process. 
 
Dan White said that nationally we’ve been dealing with this for decades. Dr. Stoughton 
related that it is a continuation of the process of removing the “N” word from features. 
 
Ms. C’Bearing has a meeting with the BLM (Cody, Casper, Lander office) and will report to 
the WBGN the results of that meeting. 
 
Jack Studley asked about documentation on the word ‘squaw’ and why it’s offensive, origin 
of the term, original meaning and how it’s applied. Ms C’Bearing will prepare said document. 
 
The Chairman tabled this discussion until the November meeting. 
 
Representative Clifford (Coming Woman) spoke about the legislation she is planning to 
introduce, she has a draft written, but due to COVID 19 it has been placed on hold. She 
believes it will be best served if the legislation is sponsored by the Select Committee on 
Tribal Relations. She indicated that proposed legislation has already received push back from 
several entities.  
 
Representative Clifford then related that the tribal history is largely oral and she will have to 
approach the Tribal Elders for the story telling that is the history book of the Tribe.  
 
Dan White then recommended to Representative Clifford and Ms C’Bearing that they do 
not wait for legislation, that a proponent can propose a name change. 
 
V. New Business: Contact from Jeannie Tiemann researching the name “Tosi”, as 

in Tosi Creek and Basin, located in Sublette County. 
 

VI.  Next meeting scheduled for November 17, 2021   at 3:00 p.m. in Cheyenne to be 
held in the State Engineer’s Office conference room and via GoogleMeet. 
 

VII. Meeting adjourned at 3:47 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Shelley S Messer 
Executive Director 
WY Board on Geographic Names 


