
WYOMING BOARD OF GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

Final  
May 30, 2019 

 
 

People In person On Phone 

Herb Stoughton X  

Jack Studley X  

Venice Beske Absence, sent proxy vote  

Cindy Brown   

Tom Kropatsch   

Mary Agnes McAleenan   

Shelley Messer X  

Janie Nelson  X 

R.J. Pieper  X 

Scott Scherbel   

Larry Schmidt  X 

Calvin Williams  X 

Dan White  X 

Maggie Mullen WY Public Radio  

   

. 
 

I. Meeting called to order at 9:41AM. in the State Engineer’s Office, Cheyenne, 
WY by Jack Studley Board of Geographic Names. 

 
II. Roundtable introductions were completed.   
 
III. Calvin Williams moved to approve minutes and that motion was seconded by 

Janie Nelson.  Minutes of the November 28, 2018 meeting were reviewed and 
approved. 

 
IV. Old Business: Proposals to rename Mount Doane and Hayden Valley 

 
The WBGN has decided to consider these two features independently. 
 

a.  Proposal to rename Mount Doane  
 

The discussion is as follows:  
 

Calvin Williams suggested to leave as is, questioned the reasons for changing the name and 
pointed out that redoing maps and such would be a large undertaking. Felt that proposal was 
politically motivated. 
 
R.J. Piepler added that all his research indicated that Doane was a horrible man who actively 
engaged in violence towards Native People, murdering women and children is not ‘battle’. 
 
Jack Studley does not condone Doane’s actions, but felt that Doane was a young officer 
following orders. Doane’s contributions to the area (promoting, enticing people to the area, 
writing reports, and assisting with the Hayden survey) greatly helped the area. Geographic names 
are not changed because one group finds the name offensive. 
 
Dan White countered with the changing of the name Jefferson Davis Peak. 



Jack Studley the purpose of the Board is not to correct injustice; features are named for 
individuals that had an impact on the area. The name has been accepted and in public use for 
some time. If we follow the Rules and Regulations than the name change is not warranted. 
 
The motion to change the name from Mount Doane to First People’s Mountain was made by 
Dan White, seconded by R.J. Pieper. 
 
The vote was 6 in favor of the name change, two dissenting. 
 
The WBGN recommends the name Mount Doane be changed to First People’s Mountain. 
 
 

 
b. Proposal to rename Hayden Valley. 
 

Motion to retain the name Hayden Valley was made by Jack Studley, seconded by Calvin Williams 
 
Jack Studley spoke about Hayden’s significant contributions to science, geology, and the survey of 
the Greater Yellowstone Area. His work is honored and praised. He is one of the great western 
surveyors, in class with Powell.  Hayden did not participate in actions against Native People. His 
reports were significant is moving Congress to create Yellowstone as the first National Park.   
 
There was some discussion regarding Hayden’s opinions, but opinions are not as horrible as actions. 
 
The purposed name, Buffalo Nations Valley represents a smaller segment of Native People, and the 
case against Hayden was not as strong as the case against Doane. 
 
The vote to retain the name Hayden Valley was 7 in favor of retention and 1 to change. 
 
The WBGN recommends that the name Hayden Valley be retained. 

 
 
  

V. New Business:   
 

a. The National Board received a question regarding Swastika Lake in the Medicine 
Bow National Forest. A member of the public contacted the Board wondering what 
the origin/history.  

 
Venice Beske sent in her research regarding the name Swastika Lake which was read to the 
members. Jack Studley and Herb Stoughton will do further research and report back to the 
members. 
 
R.J. Pieper made a motion to nullify the meeting that was held on May 22, 2019 due the 
technical difficulties that prevented members from participating by phone. 
 
The motion was seconded by Calvin Williams. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
It was recommended that at the next meeting the Board discusses the by-laws as they pertain 
to a quorum. Dan White will send a copy of the Utah Board of Geographic Names’ by-law 
for comparison.      

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

VI.  Next meeting scheduled for November 20, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. in Cheyenne to be 
held in the State Engineer’s Office conference room. 
 

VII. Meeting adjourned at 10:36 AM  
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Shelley Messer 
Executive Director 
WY Board of Geographic Names 


