
U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
U.S. Geological Survey 

The Honorable Harold C. Frazier, Chairman 

Great Plains Tribal Chairmen's Association 

P.O. Box 988 

Rapid City, South Dakota 57701 

Dear Chairman Frazier: 
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November 3, 2017 

This acknowledges your letter to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names asking that the names of Mount 

Doane and Hayden Valley in Yellowstone National Park be changed to First People's Mountain and 

Buffalo Nations Valley, respectively. Thank you for providing a copy of the declaration signed by 

representatives of tribes in the Great Plains Tribal Chairmen's Association and the Rocky Mountain 

Tribal Leaders Council. It will be added to the case file and shared with the Board. 

As you know, the Board is responsible by law for standardizing geographic names for use by the Federal 

Government, and its members must approve any new name or name change before it can appear on 

Federal maps and products. We have begun to prepare case briefs for the proposed changes and will 

add them to the Board's next Quarterly Review List for consideration by all interested parties (it is the 

policy of the U.S. Board that the names of geographic features not include the possessive apostrophe, so 

the proposal will be considered as First Peoples Mountain). 

Local acceptance of any name is important to the Board, so we will ask the government of Park County, 

the Wyoming Board of Geographic Names, and the National Park Service to review and comment on the 

matter. We will also ask any federally recognized tribes with an interest in the area if they wish to 

comment. 

Once our research is complete and all interested parties have provided their opinions, the proposed 

changes will be presented to the U.S. Board for discussion and a final decision. The entire process is 

expected to take several months (the Wyoming Board meets just twice a year); however, as soon as the 

final decisions are rendered, you will be notified of the outcome. Please let us know if you have any 

questions. 

Sincerely, 

�c;pc6-
Executive Secretary 

U.S. Board on Geographic Names 

cc: National Park Service 

Wyoming Board of Geographic Names 










