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Trail maintenance
We regularly head out to the 
School Forest to do routine trail 
maintenance, clearing trails of 
fallen branches, and occasionally 
employing a chainsaw to remove 
larger deadfall.  Eric has mowed 
the path through the meadow, 
and we’re ready for another 
school year of adventure in the 
School Forest! 

 ~ Lynne Borofsky photos

Help Top the Truck!  
Top the Truck, Putney Foodshelf ’s largest annual food drive, will take place Wednesday, September 26, 2018, from 7 a.m. - 
7 p.m. at the Tavern parking lot between The Gleanery and Town Hall.  The PCS Leadership Council will be collecting food 
for the week leading up to the event, Sept. 19-26, and then delivering it to the truck.  There will be four collection bins in 
the school hallways during that week, for easy drop off.  
 Preferred items include canned foods of all kinds (tuna fish, fruits, vegetables, meats, soups and chili), cereals, 
pastas and pasta sauce, peanut butter, boxed meals (e.g. macaroni & cheese, hamburger helper), and rice.
 This year, another option is available: you can purchase bulk food at the Putney Co-op for TTT, at wholesale prices.  
Choose from a list of suggested items and purchase them at the register.  The food delivery will be taken care of by the Co-
op.

Food Shelf
The Putney Foodshelf is open weekly on Tuesdays from 6-7 p.m. and Saturdays from 9-10 a.m., located at the Putney Com-
munity Center, back ramp entrance.  It is free and open to all.  For more info: www.putneyfoodshelf.org

After School Forest Program
The After School Forest Program is gearing up for another season, but we need your help! We need volunteers to chaper-
one and we need ideas for forest projects!  Volunteer commitment is typically 1-2 hours one afternoon a week for 4 to 6 
weeks during the fall and spring. Please come to our brainstorming session on Monday 9/10 at the Putney Library, starting 
at 4:15.  Or, if you are unable to attend but still want to volunteer, email Aileen Chute (aileenchute@gmail.com) .



Interested in Hosting a Chinese Exchange Student?
Li is attending BUHS this year. He is a senior this year, and is a really engaging and energetic fellow.  He has no problems 
communicating in English and is enjoying his classes at BUHS.  He plays the bamboo flute, and is working with the Brattle-
boro Music Center and the Brattleboro Union High School Band, learning American music and teaching about his instru-
ment.  He is a cross country runner right now, and will probably enjoy cross country skiing in the winter.  He is also a dog 
lover and is really happy to be in our rural area.  Li has been welcomed into our area by a temporary family, and we are ac-
tively seeking a family to host him for the rest of the year.  If interested, contact Jill at jill@globalcow.com or (802) 254 2879.
 

Free fresh produce! 
Food Drop at Putney Meadows. On the 4th Thursday of every month. The next food drop: Thursday, September 27, from 
9:00 to 9:45 a.m. for produce and some non perishables. Please bring your own bags. 
  Or come to the Putney Foodshelf on Tuesdays from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. and/or Saturdays from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. We 
are located at the Putney Community Center, ramp side. We are always open at those times. Questions? Call 387-8551 or 
email putneyfoodshelf@gmail.com.

Free/Reduced Lunch Application Reminder!
By returning this form you are not only increasing your chance to qualify for free meals, but you are also helping our 
school to qualify for certain grants that would benefit our students and community!  For example, we rely heavily on Title 
1 Funding to finance our after-school tutoring program; the higher our free/reduced %, the more revenue available to us to 
run this program. Even if you don’t think you will qualify, apply!  If you need another copy of the form please reach out to 
Sarah Coughlin or Nancy Gagnon in the office at 802-387-5521 or scoughlin@wsesu.org and ngagnon@wsesu.org.

Food4Kids…
We had a very successful launch of our new Food4Kids shopping day this Thursday.  If your kiddo showed up at home with 
a food item or two you’ll know where it came from! For questions related to specific child needs, please contact Marisa 
Lazarus, our school counselor: mlazarus@wsesu.org

School Picture Idea Update
Looks like we’ve cleared a hurdle with how to manage any funds accrued via this fund-raising effort (as a governmental 
agency we’re bound by particular rules around purchasing/bank accounts, etc.), so stay tuned for more info.  We’ll likely get 
this going after next week, and will post dates for specific classes via School Messenger and Facebook.  

Food Service at PCS
Welcome to the PCS Lunch and Breakfast Program. We’re in our fourth year of  preparing high quality home-made meals 
using as much local produce as possible. By now you may have received an email from PCS Localvore Cafe. In that email 
it was stated that the WSESU Meal Charge Policy would be included in the next newsletter, which would be this one now. 
Please read the policy carefully and let us know in the kitchen if there is anything you don’t understand.
     One thing to note carefully is that if a student’s meal account balance falls below negative $25.00, then we’ll have to begin 
serving that child a reimbursable meal consisting of a Cheese Sandwich, celery sticks, an apple and milk. This is not their 
favorite and we do not like having to do it either but it is the SU’s policy until account balances are current. At this point we 
have a number of families who are at this point or past. We will give a grace period until next Tuesday (9/18) for you to add 
to your child’s account, after that however, we’ll have to go the Cheese sandwich route.
     Remember you can always fill out, anytime, a Free/Reduced Lunch Application if your having any financial issues, it’s 
always worth a try. But, please note, once an application is approved, it is not retroactive! This means that you will still have 
to pay whatever amount has accumulated before the approval of your application...so don’t delay.
 Thank you for your understanding and attention to this matter. ~ Steve Hed
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Meal Charge Policy/Procedure for Windham Southeast Supervisory Union

I. Purpose – The purpose of this policy/procedure is to establish consistent procedures for the Windham Southeast Super-
visory Union to provide meals to students who have insufficient funds in their school meal accounts and the collection of 
unpaid meal debt.
It is important to note that for all students in Brattleboro Town Schools (Academy, Green Street and Oak Grove), breakfasts 
and lunches are free. These meals are paid for by the federal government under the National School Lunch Programs Com-
munity Eligibility Program. Therefore, these meal charging procedures are not applicable to those sites.
II. General Statement of Policy/Procedure -
A. The Windham Southeast Supervisory Union recognizes that proper nutrition is essential for adequate learning to occur 
and to establish lifelong, healthy eating habits while also working to maintain the financial integrity of the school food 
service program.
B. It is the policy/procedure of Windham Southeast Supervisory Union to offer high quality, healthy breakfasts and lunches 
that meet the federal guidelines to all students at a reasonable cost to ensure no child goes hungry.
C. Payments to student accounts are made by sending a check payable to the school nutrition program (example: BUHS 
Nutrition Program), hand-delivering payment(s) to the school, or making online payments using secure student account(s) 
in MySchoolBucks for student(s) attending Brattleboro Union High School, BAMS, WRCC, Dummerston and Guilford.
D. Families may apply for free and reduced-price meals at any time during the school year. Meal applications are distrib-
uted to households by mail prior to the first day of school or sent home with students on the first day of school. Parents are 
encouraged to complete and return the applications as soon as possible. In addition, applications are available in school 
offices during regular business hours. If household size changes or income changes, families may reapply for meal benefits 
any time during the school year.
1) Households that apply for free and reduced-price meal benefits are responsible for payment of all
school meals and accumulated charges until approval is granted. Federal guidelines allow a maximum of ten (10) days to 
approve a new application. No child is allowed a free or reduced price meal without an approved application or direct cer-
tification information on file. Parents will receive a notification letter of the student’s eligibility showing the effective date. If 
a notification letter is not received within ten (10) days, the parent should check with the approving official at the school to 
see if the application has been received.
2) Households who are receiving 3 Squares VT or Reach-Up benefits will receive a notification of
eligibility letter based on Direct Certification from the school if the school has received information about your child(ren). 
If your household receives these benefits and you have not received this letter from the school, the school has not received 
information regarding eligibility of your child(ren), the household must contact the school immediately to provide current 
information.
3) Free and reduced-price eligible students may receive a breakfast and a lunch each day at no charge.
4) A la carte items, such as a separate carton of milk or a second entrée, are not allowed to be charged.
III. Meal Charge Policy/Procedure -
* Students in grades 7 – 12 at Brattleboro Union High School/BAMS will be allowed to charge up to
$25.00. Students in Dummerston (K – 8), Putney (PreK – 8), Guilford and Vernon (K-6) will be allowed to charge up to 
$25.00. An alternate meal (cheese sandwich, PB&J, and milk, etc) which meets the meal pattern requirements will be of-
fered to the students with a negative account balance. All negative balances must be paid prior to the end of the school 
year. Any remaining balances will be carried over to the next school year. A student eligible for paid meals who has “cash in 
hand’ at the time of meal service will be provided a
meal regardless of unpaid student accounts. The ‘cash in hand’ will not be applied to past due accounts. * Students with an 
overdrawn account are not allowed to charge a la carte items.
IV. Account Status Notifications -
A. Households are strongly encouraged to keep sufficient funds in the student accounts to cover weekly meal purchases. 
The Windham Southeast Supervisory Union will allow the principal at his or her school to designate a staff member that 
will notify parents/guardians of negative balances.
* Families with students at Dummerston School, Guilford Central School, and Brattleboro Union
High School can check their account balances online via MySchoolBucks.com * Families may contact the Food Service 

Even though we are semi-independent in terms of our approach to food service, we are nevertheless bound by certain 
regulations, so in the interest of full disclosure regarding our approach to school meals, here’s a look at the AOE’s guide-
lines...



Empowering kids-of-all-ages to create music 
in a fun, friendly and personalized way

Music lessons offered for beginner to 
intermediate self-motivated learners

Lessons taught in home studio in Putney

Contact Matt Mabry

phone: 802-451-9502

email: mscottmabry@gmail.com

www.matthewmabry.wordpress.com

• Students learn by ear using chords, singing and improvisation

• Friendly, personalized learning environment 

• All students have the opportunity to improvise 

       (no prior experience necessary)

• Option to explore multiple instruments in any given lesson

• Fun and low-pressure, end-of-session music concert

• Students can set their own repertoire 

       or create their own music during a lesson

WHY STUDY WITH MATT?

Matt with daughter, Claire

MUSIC MATT

Director/Manager at their student’s school.
V. Collection of Unpaid Meal Debt -
When the student balance is below zero:
* The Food Service Manager/Director will contact the building principal if no payment is received.
The building principal or his/her designated staff member will contact the household to discuss the requirement of the 
family to provide meals for the student. All funds owed to the food service program will be paid in full on the last day of 
school. Checks returned with insufficient funds will follow the district’s policy, to be paid in full along with any
bank service fee. * The school district may utilize the Small Claims Court to accelerate collection.



 

 

Dear Caregivers, 

This year the Putney Central School will be using the We Care Elementary© and SAFE-T 
Programs . These are health education and violence prevention curriculums for grades 3-8 
that meet National Health Education Standards. These curriculums focus on helping 
children with the following topics: empathy, gender stereotypes, sexual harassment, body 
language, boundaries, sexuality, supports and community resources, and more. 

The Putney School will be hosting an event for all caregivers of students to discuss how 
together we can promote healthy relationships with kids. This event will provide 
caregivers the opportunity to learn more about the curriculums, discuss what their kids are 
learning about in the classroom, and what adults can do to reinforce program messages 
outside of the classroom. All caregivers are welcome and encouraged to attend this hour 
long event on September 19, 2018 from 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM. It will take place either in 
the Library or the Gym .  

Adult involvement in prevention is critical and truly does make a difference.  For more 
information about the We Care Elementary© and the SAFE-T Programs, caregivers can 
visit www.PCAVT.org. 

If you have any questions, would like more information, or to RSVP, please call  
Arlene Scott, Putney School Nurse at 387-5521x4  .  We encourage caregivers to RSVP so 
we know where to hold this event. We look forward to seeing you! 

Sincerely, 

Arlene Scott,  
Putney School Nurse 
 
Beth Hoffman 
Director, Healthy Relationships Project 
Prevent Child Abuse Vermont 


