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Science Fair2016



Taylor has a rapt audience of 
kindergarteners as she ex-
plains her science project.

Last Day of School ...
... is June 14. It’s a half day - 11:45 a.m. dismissal. Buses will be running. Lunch will be served. 8th grade graduation will be 
held on Monday, 6/13. at 6:00 p.m., here in our gym.

Spring Concerts
Our annual spring concerts will be held on Monday, May 23 for K-5, 6:00 start, here at PCS,  and on Tuesday, May 24 for 
middle school.  The middle school concert will be held at Next Stage(!) and will get underway at 6:00 p.m.   We’re excited 
to be able to hold this concert at this newly reenovated venue (think comfy chairs, great acoustics, theatre lighting....),  and 
extend our thanks to our friends at NSAP.  Should be fun!  

Play Dates after School
We have mentioned this in the past, and want to remind families once again that students should arrive at school in the 
morning with their after school plans all arranged. This includes notes for bus passes, etc. Children leaving class to call 
home to arrange a play date are missing out on academics. Parents calling during the day take up valuable staff time and 
interrupt classroom activities.
 There’s another side to the issue: many of these play dates are arranged at dismissal time, when everyone is going 
home. Children who aren’t invited can sometimes feel excluded by their peers. Please have some sensitivity to your child’s 
classmates and if possible arrange after school activities with other parents/guardians prior to the start of the school day. 
Thank you!  ~ Karen Saunders

Mountain Biking Gets Underway Next Week!
Our Spring mountain biking series gets underway next week.  We’ll be running the program on two afternoons, Wednes-
days and Thursdays.  Matt Bristol will supervise a beginners/novice group (grades K-2) on Thursday afternoons from 
3-4:00, (late bus is an option, leaves campus at 4:10), while Leah Toffolon, Pip Bannister, and Tony Coven will take two 
experienced groups out on Wednesdays from 3 - 5:00.  Bring your own bike if you can, but know that we have bikes and 
helmets available if you need them.  Please fill out and return the permission form found elsewhere in this newsletter.  

Kindergarten Registration 
Wednesday, May 25th at 9:00 a.m. for new students who will be registering for the 2016-2017 school year. Students enter-
ing kindergarten must be 5 by Sept. 1 in order to register.

Chess Club
Chess Club will run from 2:45 until 4:00 on Mondays beginning May 3.  Club sessions will include mindfulness & focusing 
activities, a “chess tip of the day”, mindfulness & focusing activities, a break from chess to be outdoors, and of course the 
opportunity to play chess. This is open to students in grades 2 - 8. Emphasis will be on fun with just enough competition to 
keep it interesting. The cost for the club is $50 for the six week session. To find out more, contact Dan Foster at 387-4661 or 
fosterbalance@gmail.com





www.wrccvt.org

April 1, 2016
Dear Parents and Guardians of 7th, 8th, and 9th grade girls (entering  8th, 9th, 10th),

The Windham Regional Career Center is happy to announce our second 2 week summer program for your 
girls focused on STE(a)M (Science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics) at the Windham 
Regional Career Center.
Our goal is to introduce your daughters to STEM, encourage some of them to pursue an exciting and
profitable career in industries that are desperately in need of women. This experience will provide both 
education and fun for the girls. 
Listed below are some of the classes to give you an idea of what they might be doing‐the girls who 
attended last year will notice new offerings this year.  We have some wonderful new teachers as well!

Algebra Through Tiles – Explore algebraic concepts as you model them with tiles that make these 
concepts come alive with meaning.
Bridges – Construct bridges and test their strength. Try your hand at virtual steel bridge design and load 
test it.  Will it be strong enough to carry the load of a tractor trailer? 
Digital Photography
Learn to use your phone, tablet, computer or stand‐a‐lone camera. 
Learn to size images, upload and place into Digital Portfolio.
Food Science ‐ Have a gastronomic experience!
Fiber Art – Make a weaving device and design woven placemats. Macramé friendship bracelets.
Geometric Art ‐ Discover geometry’s role in the art of many cultures.  You will experience Geometry as a 
way of thinking and seeing the world that is alive in many cultures and art forms around the world.
Math: The Heart of Hidden Reality ‐ Uncover the magic hidden universe of mathematics. Accept it and 
you will experience a new way of thinking, which can enrich your life and empower you to better 
understand the world and our place in it.           
Science of Baking – How and why do combinations of ingredients affect baked goods?        
Straw Bale House Construction ‐ Design and create a straw bale house model.                                              
Video Filming ‐ Create a video on your device, upload it to YouTube, crop video and add titles and credits          
Wooden Toys ‐ Beginning Students:  Create hopping bunny Intermediate students:  Make a dragon.     
Unit Origami: Multidimensional Transformations ‐ Fascinating fun await the origami devotee who follows 
along the path to creating original multidimensional forms that are practically architectural in nature.

Camp will be 4 hours (9:00‐1:00) a day at the Career Center, running July 11‐15 and July 18‐22
Breakfast & lunch are included (9:00‐9:30 & 12:30‐1:00). There is no cost for the girls.
WRCC will also provide free transportation for the campers. We will arrange with each school pick up and 
drop off times and location at a later date. 

Please talk to your daughters to see if they are interested. Thank you very much, and please do not 
hesitate to call or email me with any questions.

Janna Crafts
WRCC Outreach Coordinator
2016STEM@gmail.com
802‐451‐3461





 

 

 

tions. Ask how many are a 
certain color and what 
fraction of the whole 
batch that color repre-
sents.  

Young children can dole 
out fair shares of snacks 
such as apple slices oc-
rackers.  This is a great 
pre-division activity. 

Continue  page 2 

What are the ways 
that you use math in 
your life?   

Talk to your student 
and model how you 
use math in your life. 
It is important that 
students see math 
literacy as a useful 
tool to “read” the 
world.  

Here are some ways 
to make math a part 
of your kids' everyday 
experiences. 

When measuring for 
cooking or baking, 
have your kids make 
the measures for you. 
Once they get used to 
the whole and frac-
tional measures, limit 
what they can use so 
that they have to rea-
son how to get the 
measure they want. 
(For example, meas-
ure a cup of flour us-
ing only the ¼ or 1/3 
cup measures.) 

Use different colored 
veggie (carrots and 
celery or red, yellow 
and green bell pep-
pers) to teach frac-

Every Day Mathematics 

WSESU 

Diversity, Equity & Social Justice 
FALL/WINTER 2015 VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1 

Something to Talk About... 

Don’t just talk about 
the weather or how 
your day went! In this 
section find thought-
provoking topics to 
discuss with your fa-
mily, friends, students 
and coworkers.   

What is Social Justice?
Most students have a 
concept of fair or un-
fair.  Why not intro-
duce a new word to 

their vocabulary?  Just 
or Justice can describe 
what is “fair,” but 
does not always ap-
pear to be so. (The 
words just and justice 
can help students un-
derstand what is fair.) 
A just community is 
one where people 
contribute what they 
are able and receive 
what they need.   

Dictionary Definitions: 
Merriam Webster 
Online defines social 
justice as a state or 
doctrine of egalitari-
anism. 
Oxford Dictionary 
Online defines social 
justice as Justice in 
terms of the distribu-
tion of wealth, oppor-
tunities and privileges 
within a society.  
What does social jus-
tice mean to you? 

“…Students should en-
gage with mathematics 
not only in the context 
of paper and pencil 
tests but also with re-
spect to the contexts 
where these children 
use mathematics in 
meaningful and power-
ful ways.”  

 Danny Bernard Martin 

 
Putney Central School Mountain Biking ‘15/’16 

General information 
Beginner riders (k2) will meet on 34 pm Thursdays, starting April 28.  
 
Novice and experienced riders will  meet from 35 pm on Wednesdays, starting April 27.  
 
Younger and less experienced riders will spend most of their time on our own pump track and skills 
course with Matt Bristol. More experienced riders will take rides on trails in Putney; most will leave from 
school, some will have a short van trip. Philip Bannister (Pip), Leah Toffolon, and Tony Coven will be 
leading.  There is no charge for this activity, but if you’d like to chip in for snacks it would be appreciated. 
Traditionally we have many guest riders of all ages who join us, so the invitation is open to adults as well.  
No bike? No problem! Everyone gets to ride at PCS!  
 
Participants should have: 
*water bottle  *close fitting, nonrestrictive pants or shorts,  *a windbreaker jacket for chilly days, 
*appropriate shoes (no sandals, flip flops, boots, or crocs) *a bike library bike or their own welltuned 
mountain bike with a full set of gears, *helmet (bike library has helmets). 
 
Pick up begins at 5 p.m. in the large parking lot (soccer field side) of the school.  Please 
make sure you are able to pick up your child  by 5:10.  Thank you!  If you have questions please 
email Leah at ltoffolon@wsesu.org.  
 
 Keep above portion for your reference  
 
Student Name: __________________________ 
 
Home phone:_________________ Work phone: __________________ 
 
Cell phone:__________________  
 
Email: __________________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency contact 1: __________________Phone:_______________ 
 
Emergency contact 2: __________________Phone:_______________ 
 
I give permission for my child to participate in biking club: to ride his or her mountain bike on roads 
and trails in Putney and to be transported by van to trails. 
Guardian signature:_______________________________________ 
 
Please note any special considerations we should be aware of: (you need a bike, have 
allergies, etc.): ________________________________________________ 
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Summer Program for Girls
The Windham Regional Career Center (WRCC) will be running a summer program for girls focused on STE(a)M (science, 
technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics) during the weeks of July 11-15 and July 18-22. The camp is open to girls 
entering 8th, 9th, and 10th grade. Please see the letter from Janna Crafts in this newsletter, the WRCC Outreach Coordina-
tor, for additional details about this fun and exciting opportunity.

Summer Camps
Registration is now open for Meeting Waters YMCA’s Day Camp and the 2016-2017 Y-ASPIRE program. Y Day Camp is 
for students age 6 - 13. Bus transportation is provided from Putney every day. Y Day Camp offers 9 one-week sessions from 
June 20 - August 19. Y-ASPIRE runs from the first day of school to the last, including full days on all school vacations and 
most holidays at no additional cost. There are several forms of financial assistance available for both programs, including 
Child Care Financial Assistance. More information is available in the lobby at school, at www.meetingwatersymca.org or by 
calling 802-463-4769. Enrollment is limited. Sign up now! 

Meeting Waters YMCA Open House
You’re invited to an open house at Meeting Waters YMCA in Bellows Falls, on Saturday, May 21 from 1 - 3pm. Come meet 
our veteran staff, see our amazing facility, and participate in our Healthy Kids Day activities! To find out more, call 802-
463-4769 or visit: www.meetingwatersymca.org

Boys Lacrosse
CALLING ALL BOYS GRADES 4-6: The Brattleboro Recreation & Parks Dept is running a new format for their Boys 
Youth Lacrosse program. Along with a SPEED Lacrosse House League the program will focus on skills and drills. This will 
begin on Monday, April 25th,2016 and run through June 2nd, 2016. The BUHS Lax coaches and players will be running 
this program on Mondays and Thursdays from 6:00 - 7:00 P.M at the High School. The cost of the program is $25.00 for 
residents and $40.00 for non-residents (includes a t-shirt)! There is some equipment available for a rental fee and a refund-
able deposit. Stop by to register or call the office with any questions at 802-254-5808.

Teddy Bear Tea
Early Education Services (EES) invites children ages 0 - 5 as well as their parents/caregivers to the PCS Teddy Bear Tea on 
May 4! Bring your teddy bear (or other stuffed animal friend). Adults, children, and bears will meet staff, listen to a story 
or two, visit with other families and do a craft project. Special teddy bear cookies and other snacks will be provided. Teddy 
Bear Teas are designed to encourage an open and trusting partnership between home and school. For more information, 
please contact Sandy Stark at EES: 254-3742 ext 171 or sstark@wsesu.org
  
 
Green Mountain Conservation Camp (GMCC) 
The Green Mountain Conservation Camp (GMCC) is now accepting applications for their summer camp. The camp is 
open to boys and girls between the ages of 12 and 14. If you are interested in hearing more about scholarship opportunities, 
please contact Hillary Keach, school counselor.

Sharon Snider, RN

As many of you no doubt already know, Nurse Arlene had double hip replace-
ment surgery last Tuesday.  Everything went well, but as you might expect her 
recovery will take some time, and she will not be returning to duty for the rest 
of this school year. 
   Sharon Snider, RN, will be filling in for Arlene, and is looking for-
ward to meeting all of you, so stop by and say hello!  Welcome aboard Sharon!
 





Parenting for Social Justice Chat 
Wed. April 27th 6-7:30pm 

Putney Public Library 

!
Do you need ideas for how to talk with your kids about social justice issues 
like racism, economic inequality, incarceration, homelessness, and 
gender? Join us for these interactive chats which will highlight books at the 
Putney Public Library and other helpful resources too.!!
Hosted by: The Putney Public Library and ACT for Social Justice 
Facilitated by: Angela Berkfield  
  
A Social Justice program for children ages 4-12 will be provided by Putney 
School Students. RSVP to angela@act4socialjustice.com or 802-254-3400 to 
reserve a spot for your children. 

!
Who: For Parents 
and Caregivers  

!
Cost: Free 

!
Light Refreshments 

!
RSVP for Children’s 

Program


