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LATE BUS
The Late Bus runs Monday - Thursday afternoons, departing PCS at 4:30.  Indoor soccer, Wednesdays for grades 4-8.  3:00-
4:20.

Chess Club 
Starting April 6th (2 days before the State Scholastic Chess Tournament) and running every Thursday for 6 weeks. 2:45-4 
in the library.  Two sessions before April vacation and four sessions after April vacation with the last session on May 18th. 
$60 for the 6 weeks. To find out more, contact Dan Foster at: 387-2430  Or fosterbalance@gmail.com

Special Middle School Field Trip April 14
By special arrangement with our friends at Next Stage, students in grades 6/7/8 will have a showing of the new documenta-
ry The Eagle Huntress, a big hit at both Telluride and Sundance film festivals, and which is being shown as part of a NSAP 
series of new documentary films, all created in 2016.   “This spellbinding documentary follows Aisholpan, a 13-year-old 
nomadic Mongolian girl who is fighting to become the first female eagle hunter in twelve generations of her Kazakh family. 
Through breathtaking aerial cinematography and intimate verite footage, the film captures her personal journey while also 
addressing universal themes like female empowerment, the natural world, coming of age and the onset of modernity.”  For 
more: https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/02/movies/the-eagle-huntress-review.html?_r=0 
 

Karen, who recently announced her decision to retire from PCS (and work on her PhD), with a math group earlier this 
week. We’ll have a more expansive piece about Karen’s long history at PCS soon, but wanted to let you all know in a 
timely fashion.  Interviews for a new teacher will begin this week. 



Youth Lacrosse!
The Brattleboro Recreation & Parks Department is pleased to announce that there is still space in our Youth Lacrosse Pro-
grams. You may register from 9:00 a.m. to Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m at the Gibson-Aiken Center, 207 Main St.  This 
program is for boys and girls from grades 3rd through grade 8th.  There will be separate teams for boys & girls.  Practice 
times are still to be determined.  The fee for all girls and 5 & 6th grade boys includes a membership to US Lacrosse. Games 
and tournaments will be played within the region. There will be 2-3 practices a week and games/tournaments potentially 
on weekends or week days. Please note: a minimum of 17 participants is needed in order to run each age group. If there are 
special needs required for the program or more information is needed, please call the Recreation & Parks Department at 
254-5808. The cost of the program will be:

Boys Grades 3-4
$15 Resident / $30 Non-resident

Boys Grades 5-8
$45 Resident / $60 Non-resident

Girls Grades 3-4
$45 Resident / $60 Non-resident

Girls Grades 5-8
$105 Resident / $120 Non-resident

Y-Aspire Sign Ups for ‘17/’18
Meeting Waters YMCA is now enrolling for the 2017-18 school year of Y-ASPIRE. More information and an online regis-
tration form are available here. And, summer is right around the corner! Meeting Waters YMCA is also enrolling for this 
summer’s Y Day Camp, with bussing each day from Putney. More information and an online registration form are available 
at this link. No child will be turned away for lack of ability to pay the full tuition for either program. Both Y-ASPIRE and Y 
Day Camp are state-licensed school age child care programs making parents eligible for VT’s Child Care Financial Assis-
tance. MWYMCA also has its own Reach Out to Youth Scholarship Fund.

Free Income Tax Help… April 15 is fast approaching!
United Way of Windham County is offering two programs that provide FREE federal and state income-tax preparation 
services to eligible taxpayers: MyFreeTaxes.com and the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program. For eligible 
households earning $54,000 or less per year, a VITA site is available on Wednesdays by appointment in Brattleboro where 
IRS-certified volunteers provide FREE tax preparation. UWWC is also partnering with MyFreeTaxes.com, a FREE online 
tool available to households earning $64,000 or less a year to self-file. Call 2-1-1 for more information or visit: http://www.
unitedway.org/myfreetaxes/

Indoor Pool at the Comfort Inn
Winter may seem like it will never end but have no fear, you can still kick up your feet poolside! The Comfort Inn and 
Suites in Brattleboro Vermont would like to invite you to come visit and relax in our pool. The cost is only $10 per family of 
4 and is open 6 AM-10 PM daily. For more information please give us a call or stop by. 802-579-1344. We are conveniently 
located behind the 99’s restaurant on Putney Road. Also, ask us about our pool party packages!

A note about phones and Chromebooks
This is primarily a middle school issue, but we’re struggling a bit with, frankly, honesty around our expectations regarding 
the use of phones and appropriate Chromebook (or personal laptop) use.  While we view Chromebooks, laptops, and iPads 
as tools essential for 21st century learning, some students routinely have to be reminded that our network is made available 
for appropriate, school-sanctioned work.  
 To support good teaching - aka, not wasting too much time policing/ensuring appropriate use - we’re now using 
GoGaurdian software, which enables teachers to view all Chromebook screens in the room simultaneously.  Not perfect, for 
sure, but unfortunately necessary. It’s also worth noting that a number of middle school students have complained about 
the level of distraction created when teachers are continually having to re-focus certain individuals who are off task, playing 
games, viewing things on YouTube, etc.
 As for phones, all students know that they are not to be used at any time during the school day.  Essential phone 
calls can always be made, with permission, from school phones.  We ask that parents help us minimize distractions during 



The 3rd graders took a different 
approach to parent conferences this 
time around, with students taking the 
lead in explaining and demonstrat-
ing their work to their parents and 
caregivers.  Here Sylvia explains her 
portfolio to her mom, Alex.  

Excellent idea!

the school day and avoid texting and phoning their kids.  Any necessary messages can be routed via the front office.  
 At this point we’re trying to strike an admittedly delicate balance between providing access to powerful tools for 
learning and maintaining a focus on learning, sans electronic distraction. We’re all cognizant that we bear a level of respon-
sibility for educating the kids about appropriate use of technology, and hope that as parents/caregivers you’ll join us by 
discussing these issues at home.  Thanks!  ~ Herve





HCRS’ 50th Anniversary 
Community Appreciation Event

Saturday, April 29, 2017
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

The River Garden, Brattleboro, Vermont

•	 Join us for this fun, family-friendly event

•	 Participate in activities for people of all ages and 
abilities

•	 Learn about ways to improve wellness

•	 Free refreshments

•	 Balloon artist

•	 Help us celebrate 50 years of serving our 
communities

Participating 
Organizations

•	 The Gathering Place
•	 The Inclusion Center
•	 NEYT’s Theatre Adventure Program
•	 Kindle Farm School
•	 Families First

For more information, visit 
www.hcrs.org or visit HCRS’ 

Facebook events page

FREE

EVENT





 

Share an intimate house concert and conversation with Jörg Widmann, composer, clarinetist, and conductor, and art-
ists baritone William Sharp and Yellow Barn Artistic Director Seth Knopp.

Jörg Widmann is widely regarded as one of the greatest and most influential musicians in the world today. April 5th 
brings him to Yellow Barn on the eve of North American premiere of his song cycle for baritone and piano in concert 
with Schumann’s Dichterliebe.
Wednesday, April 5th

5:30pm—Performance
7:00pm—Dinner and conversation

100 Sun Hill Road, Putney, Vermont
$100

About Yellow Barn
Yellow Barn, an international center for chamber music, encourages discovery in the studio, classroom, and concert hall; 
explores the craft of musical interpretation; and illuminates our world through the unique experience of music. Through 
its annual summer educational programs, Yellow Barn Music Haul appearances, and ongoing series of Artist Residencies 
and Music From Yellow Barn performances, each year Yellow Barn welcomes over 100 musicians from all over the world 
to Vermont, and reaches more than 4,000 audience members from the local community and across the nation. 

www.yellowbarn.org.
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