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DATES TO REMEMBER

March 26 - Parent Conferences - NO SCHOOL; April 3 - Asset Council field trip to Montpelier
April 6 - Spring Luncheon; April 16 - Poem in Your Pocket Day

April 20 - Rob Berman silent film multimedia presentation; Science Fair 
March 23 - Early dismissal - 11:45

Morning Routines
Lately there has been a moderate, but growing concern about our morning routine.  Though we started out on the right foot-
ing, like so many things in terms of procedures, things got a little lax, which understandably has led to a bit of confusion about 
expectations. In brief, we’re trying to be sure that no students are in classroom areas - without having made prior arrangements 
(RockShop or homework help come to mind) - before the start of school, and that all students arriving prior to 8:15 a.m., 
(which is most of us) report first to the glass hall area and then outside for a refreshing start-of-the-day “recess.”  All of this, 
of course, has to do with striking a balance between teachers getting their days underway at this time, xeroxing, etc.,  limited 
availability of adult supervision prior to 7:45 a.m., and parents needing to get their own work days started.
 It feels like a good time to revisit our initial intentions in this area, as it’s at this time of year that all students, regardless 
of their ages/grades, are being encouraged by their teachers to assume more personal responsibility in terms of getting them-
selves situated for the start of the school day.  Their ability to do this, of course, is often an age-limited issue, but the important 
thing is that all students (except for preK) can be expected to report to the glass hall, or directly outside if it’s after 7:45 a.m., 
with backpacks or book and lunch bags, which can be stowed when they come in to get started. As always, we’ll have adult 
supervision available from 7:45 a.m. on.
 Please understand that while we might like to be able to accommodate early arrivals it’s not possible for us to provide 
supervision prior to 7:45 a.m.  At some schools the doors remained locked, and while I can appreciate the rationale behind this 
approach, I don’t feel it’s appropriate for PCS. We do ask, however, that if at all possible you don’t drop your child off prior to 
7:45.
 Finally, should you and your child arrive later than our 8:15 a.m. start, and unless there is a very compelling reason to 
do so, please plan to say your good-byes at the front sign-in station and allow your child to hustle off to class without a parental 
escort.  Again, this has to do partially with a slight increase in our expectations of students, but also with trying to minimize 
hallway distractions for those already in class.  Hopefully this all makes sense, but if you have any questions please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch.  Thanks for your cooperation with these guidelines.  ~ Herve

  Will of the Whisk... 
... is but one of our two Jr. Iron Chef 
teams that are headed to Burling-
ton this weekend to compete against 
teams from throughout VT. Coach 
Kerri Harlow whipped the crew right 
into shape, and their signature dish, 
“Smackn’ Cheese,” will no doubt be a 
judge favorite.  Joining Kerri for this 
team photo: Chris, Sean, Susanna, Bre-
anna, and Gideon.  
 Due to popular demand, PCS, 
with great support from the Putney Co-
Op and coach Kristina Israel, is spon-
soring a second Jr. Iron Chef Team, 
the Narwhal Chefs, whose members 
include Adam Hinckley, Piper Field, 
Audrey Maples, Izabel Estrin, and Kira 
Boucher.  Best of luck to you all!



   See you all on Monday!

Middle School News
Middle School teachers will be offering brief check-ins with parents today (March 23) from 12:00-2:45. All teachers will be available on 
a first-come, first-serve basis. Please remember to check the Parent Portal for your student’s most current grades and work completion 
status. Also, report cards will be distributed for the third quarter during the week of April 6.

From the Nurse
We have a report of a student with Fifths Disease, a virus common in the springtime. Fifths Disease usually resolves on its own. It can 
occasionally be a problem in pregnant women. If you’re concerned that you’ve been exposed, consult your physician. Meanwhile, take 
the time to reinforce good hygiene skills with your child, like thorough hand washing, proper disposal of tissues, etc.
Here’s a link to the Vermont Department of Heath website: http://healthvermont.gov/prevent/fifth_disease/fifth_disease.aspx

Spring Luncheon
The PCS kitchen invites families to the Spring Luncheon on Friday, April 6. An invitation is attached to this email. Please complete the 
RSVP portion if you intend to join us. Deadline to RSVP is Friday, March 30.

Raffle
Mrs. Hansen’s Grade 5 class will be selling raffle tickets to raise money for their spring field trip to Nature’s Classroom in Ocean Park, 
Maine. The prizes include Red Sox tickets, ski passes to Okemo and Mt Snow, JD McCliments gift certificate, Putney General Store chi-
nese take-out, and oil changes at Two Masters Automotive. Tickets are $5.00 each, or $20 for a pack of five tickets. See any 5th grader or 
come to the classroom to purchase your tickets!

Kindergarten Registration
Kindergarten registration will be held on Wednesday May 9 for all children turning five by September 1, 2012  and who have not at-
tended the PCS Preschool Program. Please call Kathy Bartlett to set up an appointment at 387-5521 ext. 130.
Children who are currently in our Pre K Program are already registered for next year.

Yellow Barn
Yellow Barn is staging a multi-media performance of George Crumb’s complete Madrigals for soprano, flute, bass, harp, and percussion. 
PCS middle school attended a partial performance of the work today, and had a chance to talk with the artists. On Saturday, March 24th, 
the ensemble will present the complete work, followed by a discussion with the audience. For more information, including blog posts by 
the artists, visit www.yellowbarn.org  Call Yellow Barn to reserve your tickets: 387-6637.

Hannaford Helps PCS!
Thanks to you, Hannaford Supermarkets just sent us a check for $120! This money will go into a fund to help us pay for non-budgeted 
purchases that come up from time to time. We appreciate your help, and look forward to the Hannaford Helps Schools program next fall!


