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DATES TO REMEMBER

March 21 - BUHS counselors meet with 8th graders; March 21 - Ms Walton’s class field trip to Naulahka
March 23 - Early dismissal - 11:45; March 23 - Middle School field trip to Next Stage

March 26 - Teacher Inservice - NO SCHOOL; April 3 - Asset Council field trip to Montpelier
April 6 - Spring Luncheon; April 16 - Poem in Your Pocket Day

April 20 - Science Fair March 23 - Early dismissal - 11:45

Lillian and Kali hit their strides 
during recess yesterday. 

Putney Library
While it is might be a bit beyond our purview to be responsible for our students’ behavior after school hours, it nonetheless 
feels like a good time to remind parents that while the library is a terrific resource it should not be viewed as a childcare cen-
ter.  Some students, of course, have a legitimate reason to be there after school - working on homework or projects, borrow-
ing from the stacks, enjoying the high speed internet connectivity that they might not have at home. That said,  there are a 
number of students who head to the library just to hang out.  As you might imagine, it sometimes gets a little boisterous, and 
regular patrons of the library sometimes feel somewhat uncomfortable having to walk through a bunch of kids crowding the 
entryway.   Soooo... if your child happens to be among those who frequent the library after school please take a moment to 
remind them of your expectations around behavior when they’re on their own.  For our part, we always remind the kids that 
- particularly when off campus in groups - they will be identified as “the kids from Putney Central,” and that it always pays to 
keep Putney PRIDE in mind. ~ Herve

Parents of Eighth Graders Headed to BUHS
Each student has been assigned a 30 minute block to meet individually with his/her  BUHS counselor on the morning of 
Wednesday, March 21. You are invited to join your child for this appointment.  Please get in touch with Kathy Bartlett with 
any questions.  (387-5521 x130) 

Middle School News
Middle School teachers will be offering brief check-ins with parents March 23 from 12:00-2:45. All teachers will be available 
on a first-come, first-serve basis. Please remember to check the Parent Portal for your student’s most current grades and work 
completion status. (If you need login info please get in touch with Maria in the front office.) Also, report cards will be distrib-
uted for the third quarter during the week of April 6.



Enjoy the weekend.  See you all on Monday!

Raffle
Mrs. Hansen’s Grade 5 class will be selling raffle tickets to raise money for their spring field trip to Nature’s Classroom in Ocean Park, 
Maine. The prizes include Red Sox tickets, ski passes to Okemo and Mt. Snow, JD McCliments gift certificate, Putney General Store 
Chinese take-out, and oil changes at Two Masters Automotive. Tickets are $5.00 each, or $20 for a pack of five tickets. See any 5th 
grader or come to the classroom to purchase your tickets! 

Dummerston Dance
PCS students in grades 6 - 8 are invited to a dance at Dummerston School tonight from 7:00 to 9:30 PM. Music provided by DJ Mark 
Healey. To find out more, call Dummerston School at 254-2733.

Vernal Pool Monitor Training March 20
Would you like to monitor a vernal pool this spring? These small, temporary bodies of water provide important breeding habitat for 
several amphibian species. Patti Smith from Bonnyvale Environmental Education Center (BEEC) will present a slide show and talk 
about vernal pools on Tuesday, March 20 at 7:00 p.m. at Brooks Memorial Library in Brattleboro.
 She will discuss BEEC’s vernal pool monitoring project, which is expanding this year. If you would like to monitor a vernal 
pool, this is your chance to learn about the protocol and pick up the necessary materials. This program is part of Southeastern Ver-
mont Audubon’s monthly program series.

Earth Day
The Putney School is hosting a community Earth Day on April 22 in collaboration with the Putney Co-op to celebrate the earth and 
raise awareness of the environmental movement. A variety of workshops for children and adults will include gardening, composting, 
bike maintenance, foraging for wild foods, bird songs, energy education, grass-roots organizing, ecology, and much more. A pamphlet 
outlining all of the workshops will be made available by mid-April. 
 The festival will also feature local vendors who will provide us with food, crafts and information. There will be music and 
speakers throughout the day, including our keynote speaker, Tom Wessels. Please spread the word!

Phase III Update
Last week I had a delivery of home heating oil. Price: $4.11/gal.; painful.  With this firmly in the back of my mind I piled into a car 
with three other like-minded souls- architect Chip Greenberg, mechanical engineer John Penny, and PCS parent and board chair Benji 
Cragin - for a trip down 91 to Whately, MA.  The purpose of our trip this past Wednesday was to see a pellet boiler in operation at 
Happy Valley Organics/Full Bloom Market Garden, and I must say, it was impressive.
 The 1.7 million BTU unit on this site is larger than the 1.2 million BTU boiler planned for PCS, but in all other respects func-
tions in the same manner. Pellets, which are stored in an agricultural silo, are fed through pvc pipe and rationed proportionally into 
the boiler, where this clean, locally harvested, sustainable fuel source is used to heat the water that then travels throughout the building 
- or in the case of Happy Valley throughout their multi-acre system of greenhouses - and returns to begin the cycle again.  Thanks to a 
fly ash cyclone collector, particulates entering the atmosphere are substantially reduced, and the minimal amount of ash that’s left over 
is said to be great for the compost pile. 
 At present , the “break even” point on the cost of pellets vs. heating oil is at $2.00.  In other words, fuel oil would have to be 
priced at $2.00/gal. in order to be competitive with pellets.  On balance, it feels like the timing could not have been better for us to 
make this move, and as evidenced by the vote on Town Meeting Day, many in the community feel the same way. Stay tuned for more 
on this as we get closer to breaking ground on this exciting project.  ~ Herve 


