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Sugaring 2016!

Measuring and tapping trees, collecting 
sap (lots!), field trips to Eric McGowan’s 
sugar house and Bunker Farm ... 

... must be Sugaring Time at PCS!



Teddy Bear Tea
Early Education Services (EES) invites children ages 0 - 5 as well as their parents/caregivers to the PCS Teddy Bear Tea on 
May 4! Bring your teddy bear (or other stuffed animal friend). Adults, children, and bears will meet staff, listen to a story 
or two, visit with other families and do a craft project. Special teddy bear cookies and other snacks will be provided. Teddy 
Bear Teas are designed to encourage an open and trusting partnership between home and school. For more information, 
please contact Sandy Stark at EES: 254-3742 ext 171 or sstark@wsesu.org
  
Putney Cares Lunch Buddies
Putney Cares joins us once a month for lunch! This is a wonderful, intergenerational experience for all. Next lunch date: 
March 22. 

Green Mountain Conservation Camp (GMCC) 
The Green Mountain Conservation Camp (GMCC) is now accepting applications for their summer camp. The camp is 
open to boys and girls between the ages of 12 and 14. You can find out more about the camp in the attached flyer. If you are 
interested in hearing more about scholarship opportunities, please contact Hillary Keach, school counselor.

Note from Dan
Dear Staff, Students and Parents of Putney Central School,
It is with great regret that I resign my position as music teacher at PCS. I’m terribly sorry for the disruption that this has 
caused to the music program and the school in general this year. I have valued my time at this position, learned much 
from it, and feel proud of my accomplishments. I assure you that I am in good health, feeling happy about my new life, and 
looking forward to new challenges. I will remain in the community here in southern Vermont and look forward to keeping 
in touch with the many people who I have cultivated cherished relationships with over the years. ~ With love, Dan “The 
Music Man”

Yale SPLASH Update
Looks like we will have enough takers to warrant a trip to New Haven on April 2.  This event, for students in grades 7-12 
only, features a number of workshops, covering a wide range of topics, all taught by undergrads or graduate students at 
Yale.  Students interested in attending should sign up on line at:  https://yale.learningu.org/learn/splash.html
 The cost for the Spring Splash program will be $15 dollars for the program, plus an optional $5 dollars for lunch  at 
Yale, and $10 for a SPLASH t-shirt. Financial aid is available via their site.  Also, there is a SPLASH parent waiver form that 
will need to be completed in order to participate. Payment details and other info is on their site. 
 For our part, PCS will pick up the cost of transportation, and Mr. Brooks will join me as chaperone.  We’ll have our 
own PCS parent permission form heading your way soon.  Finally, be sure to have your child let me know if they intend to 
participate so we can plan appropriately.  ~ Herve

Don’t forget: Clocks move ahead one hour Sunday! Spring Ahead!



The Windham Southeast Supervisory Union supports publicly funded pre‐kindergarten 
education for children between the ages of 3 and 5 who reside in the towns of Brattleboro, 

Dummerston, Guilford, Putney, and Vernon. 
 

What is publicly funded pre‐kindergarten?  
Publicly‐funded pre‐k education (pre‐k) is early education for 3, 4 and 5‐year olds not yet in 
kindergarten, designed to provide young children with 10 hours a week of developmentally 
appropriate early learning experiences based on Vermont’s Early Learning Standards. In the 2015‐16 
school year, 182 children in the WSESU towns used public pre‐k funding in 18 different preschools 
that have partnership contracts with a WSESU school district. 
 
Who is eligible for publicly funded pre‐k? Children are eligible for the funding if they reside in the 
towns of Brattleboro, Dummerston, Guilford, Putney, and Vernon; are three years old by September 
1, 2016; and are enrolled in a prequalified partner preschool for at least 10 hours per week.  
 
Where are the publicly‐funded prequalified pre‐k programs? The towns of WSESU partner with 
community‐based early childhood programs that are prequalified by the Agency of Education and 
meet specific high‐quality standards: they have a licensed early childhood teacher; they are accredited 
by NAEYC or in the STARS system and have four or five stars, and they follow the Vermont Early 
Learning Standards. Pending approval from AOE, the following programs are partners with WSESU 
town school districts: 
 
Brattleboro Nursery School Mulberry Bush Early Learning Center West Bee Nursery School 
Hilltop Montessori School Neighborhood Schoolhouse Vernon Preschool 
Meeting House School Sunflower Farm Preschool Winston Prouty Center 
HoriZinn Early Learning Brattleboro Centre for Children  The Grammar School 
Kids in the Country Saxton’s River Montessor School Miss Martha’s Creative Learning 
The Little Red House The Garland School Timson Hill Preschool 

 
How does the funding work? $3092 per child is allocated for ten hours of pre‐k education per year, 
paid by the school district directly to the preschool to offset your tuition. Since most children attend 
preschool or child care for more than ten hours a week, parents are responsible for paying their child’s tuition for 
anything over the ten hours a week of pre‐kindergarten education.  
 
Putney Central School has a preschool for Putney residents only. There is no charge for this preschool. Applications 
for Putney Central’s preschool are available by calling the school, 387‐5521. 
 

How do I apply? Registration forms are available at the preschools listed above, on the WSESU website: 
www.wssu.k12.vt.us , at the WSESU Central Office, 53 Green St., or the EEE Office at 98 Estey St. in 
Brattleboro. You may also call Janice Stockman (254‐3755) for an application. 
 

Good news!  Our PK4 program is already fully enrolled with 16 students for the ‘16/’17 school year!
For more info on our program contact Hillary Keach, PCS school counselor.



Learning our letters the PCS way 
The PK4 students took advantage of this week’s great 
weather and spent lots of time outdoors, including a few trips 
out to the School Forest.  Here they are working on their trail 
navigation skills... starting with letter sounds. 

Valerie Kosednar
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LEARNING, GROWING AND THRIVING 

Y-ASPIRE NEWSLETTER 
 

MARCH 2016 

 

 AFTERSCHOOL MEALS PROGRAM 
 

Four of our six Y-ASPIRE program sites—Academy School, Green Street 
School, Oak Grove School, and Putney Central School—are now participating 
in the federal Afterschool Meals Program. Dummerston School is not eligible 
for the program because of their lower percentage of students qualifying for 
free– or reduced-lunch. Rockingham Central School does not currently 
participate in the program. 
 
Windham Southeast Supervisory Union was an early-adopter of the program, 
including funding a coordinator and supporting local schools’ food services 
providers implementation of the program.  
 
The USDA website says the following about the program: “When school is 
out and parents are still at work, children need a safe place to be with their 
friends, with structured activities, and supportive adults. Afterschool 
programs that serve meals and snacks draw children and teenagers into 
constructive activities that are safe, fun, and filled with opportunities for 
learning. The food gives them the nutrition they need to learn and grow.” 

We piloted the program at our Y-ASPIRE program at Putney Central School 
last year. The other three sites just began the program two weeks ago. 
MWYMCA Program Director Sue Fortier is working closely with WSESU’s 
Nutrition & Wellness Consultant, Kira Sawyer-Hartigan, to adapt the 
Afterschool Meals Program to meet our HEPA Standards—including 
serving family style, having water as the beverage of choice, and 
limiting portion sizes and, therefore, total calories. We’ll work with 
the school district on reducing food and paper waste as part of our 
commitment to environmental sustainability. 

We look forward to your feedback about the program and its impact 
on your child(ren).  

Photos (l-r): Afterschool Meal at Y-ASPIRE at Academy School; Alexis and 
Braedon wheeling the snack cart from the kitchen to the Y-ASPIRE room at 
Putney Central School.  

A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR Y-ASPIRE PARTICIPANTS, PARENTS, SUPPORTERS, AND STAFF  

Y-ASPIRE NEWS 

REGISTRATION FOR 2016-17 
On April 1st, we will open        
registration for next year’s Y-
ASPIRE program. As always, you 
and other current program      
participants will have a two-week 
window in which to register before 
we then open it up to the public. 
Please pick up your enrollment 
form from your Site Director on 
Friday, April 1st or, if your child 
does not attend the program on 
Fridays, as soon as possible. 
Some sites will fill within the two-
week enrollment period for      
current Y-ASPIRE families. We 
don’t want you to lose your spot 
by not returning your form by the 
14th! 
 
CLOTHING FOR Y-ASPIRE 
With the wild fluctuations in   
temperatures these days, please 
be sure to send your child with a 
mix of clothing. If you throw a 
windbreaker/light jacket, fleece or 
sweatshirt and a long-sleeve shirt 
in their backpack, s/he should be 
ready for any weather. 
 
TAX CREDITS  
A final reminder that you may be 
eligible for tax credits for using Y-
ASPIRE (and Y Day Camp) for 
your child care needs. Visit the 
“taxes” page at www.state.vt.us 
to get more information. Contact 
us if you need a statement of all 
the tuition payments you made in 
2015 and our tax ID number. 
 
QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, IDEAS? 
Susan Fortier, Program Director 
sue@meetingwatersymca.org 
Or by phone: 
Brattleboro area: 246-1036 
BF/FM area: (802) 463-4769 

  MEETING WATERS YMCA  

Valerie Kosednar
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GIVING BACK TO “OUR COMMUNITY” 

Each February, the Y-ASPIRE theme is “Our Community.” The focus allows 
our program participants—youth and families—and our staff to look at the 
assets and needs of their community. It creates the opportunity to complete 
a service-learning project that allows Y-ASPIRE children and families to give 
back to their community and make a positive impact on its people (and, 
sometimes, animals). 
 

Here are a few examples of service-learning projects completed by Y-
ASPIRE groups last month: 
 

 At their February “Family Connection Event,” families of Y-ASPIRE at Oak 
Grove School made healthy dog treats which they donated to Windham 
County Humane Society. 

 

 As they’ve done for many years, our Y-ASPIRE at Dummerston School 
families made a quilt to donate to Project Linus. Each family member 
designed a square of the quilt which was then sewn together by Site 
Director Lindsey Erickson. The local chapter of Project Linus will give the 
blanket to a child in long-term care at Brattleboro Memorial Hospital or 
Grace Cottage Hospital. 

 

 Patients at Brattleboro Memorial Hospital and Brattleboro Retreat 
recently received an uplifting card from the participants and family 
members from our Y-ASPIRE program at Green Street School. 
Community elders living at Sterling House in Bellows Falls received a 
similar treat. Our Y-ASPIRE youth in that community made and 
delivered Valentine’s Day cards to patients in that assisted living home. 

 

 Participants at all six Y-ASPIRE sites continued our longstanding 
“Welcome Baby Bag” project in partnership with Early Education 
Services. Y-ASPIRE kids decorated bags that will be filled by EES with 
resources for new parents.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos (clockwise): Madison and her mom, participants in Y-ASPIRE at Oak 
Grove School, making dog treats that were donated to Windham County 
Humane Society; a Welcome Baby Bag (photo credit: Parent Express 
magazine); Julius, Joey, and their families making “Get Well” cards for 
patients at the Brattleboro Retreat and Brattleboro Memorial Hospital. 

OTHER MWYMCA NEWS 

LEARNING, GROWING AND 
THRIVING IN THE SUMMER 
A reminder that enrollment is now 
open for our 52nd consecutive 
summer providing fun, hands-on 
learning experiences that build 
skills, friendships and memories. 
Bus service is provided each day 
from Brattleboro, Putney, Bellows 
Falls and six other VT and NH 
communities. For more           
information and online            
enrollment, please visit our     
website: meetingwatersymca.org 
 
NOW HIRING FOR CAMP 
STAFF 
Know a teen (16+) or young adult 
who is a positive role model, 
loves working with kids, and 
would love nothing more than to 
spend their summer outdoors, 
gaining new skills, valuable   
training, and friends for life? 
We’re hiring a few new Activity   
Leaders and Group Leaders to 
join our returning veterans. More 
info is available at our website or 
they can get in touch with Sue 
(contact info on front page).  
 
ZOE FOR PRESIDENT 
On our Facebook page, we’ve 
been having fun with a new    
nationwide YMCA marketing   
campaign called “Zoe for       
President.” In it, Zoe, a one year-
old, represents every child in 
America in whom the Y sees great 
potential and provides the      
nurturing environment for that 
potential to be fully realized. Visit 
our Facebook page or             
zoeforpresident.net to join the 
fun. 
 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  
A reminder that we offer      
scholarships for Y-ASPIRE and Y 
Day Camp. Visit our website, 
email us, or give us a call for 
more information about financial 
assistance options. 

 

  If you are not already    
  part of our Facebook  
  community, please join  
  us! 



 
Calling all children 5 and under! 
You and your parents are invited  

to a  

TEDDY BEAR TEA 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Start to make early connections with your child’s future school.  
 Begin building a solid home-school partnership. 
 Meet new friends in your community! 

 
Here’s what has been said about the teas: 
 

 “The sooner parents and public schools make connections, the sooner 
information about the child can be shared.” ~ A principal 

 “My son had a great time at the Teddy Bear Tea. It was a great way for 
him to see his future school in an informal way.” ~ A parent 

 
Bring your favorite stuffed animal! Listen to a story!  

Have a yummy snack!  
For information call 254-3742 ext. 171 

 
 

 
The Teddy Bear Teas are sponsored by local schools and Early Education Services.  

They are part of the Welcome Baby Program 
and are funded in part by Building Bright Futures.       

 

Putney Central School 
Wednesday, May 4th at 10 a.m. 

 
 
 
 



         Fitness Club:  
 

What: An exercise club that will meet twice a week to improve fitness. Specifically, the exercises 
will focus on the 1 mile run, push ups, curl ups, and flexibility.  

 
Who: 5th8th graders  

 
When: Mondays 34pm & Wednesdays 7:308:15am  (March 21st April 27)  

10 total classes.  
 

Why: To improve overall fitness and prepare 7th/8th grade students for state fitness 
competition. (More info on this to come for 7th/8th grade students ONLY)  

 
*It is okay to only come when you can, but in order to be eligible to participate, students must 

have a parent guardian sign below.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Fill out and return to Mr. Bristol for admission into Fitness Club.  

Return by March 21st!  
 
 
 
 
 

I give permission for my child, __________________________(child’s name), to participate in 
Putney Central's’ Fitness Club.  

 
 
 
 

Parent Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 We’re planning to take a co-ed team of 7th and 8th graders to the VT Shape Fitness Competition, 

slated for May 5th at Norwich University.  Mr. Bristol will sign up our team.  

For more info:
http://www.vtahperd.org/conference.php


