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DATES TO REMEMBER... 
Mon. Feb. 4 - Paul Cohen from BUHS meets with 8th graders at 12:30; Vernon Tornadoes jump rope team visits PCS 1:00

Wed. Feb. 6 - Deadline to order seeds for garden fundrasier
Friday, Feb 8 - last day of winter sports (sorry, no makeup for lost week.)

Feb 18 - Feb 22 - Winter Recess - NO SCHOOL
Th., march 21 - Middle School field trip to keene

Reading Buddies
Daniel and Robert share a book 

during choice time.

Vermont Junior Iron Chef
PCS students are heading north for the Vermont Junior Iron Chef competition in Burlington on tomorrow, February 2. We have 3 
teams competing this year: The Rainbow Radishes: Analynn Whaley, Ashlynn Whaley, Audrey Maples, Izabel Estrin, Kira Boucher. 
Putney Miso Masters: Jenna Wade Murrow, Kai Hammond, Lucia Morey. The Crazy Flapjacks: Austin Ielpi, Carl Grumbine, Mikayla 
Garland, Sorelle Villeneuve. Wish them luck!!

Seed Orders due February 6
The High Mowing Seed Sale order forms have gone home with students. High Mowing donates 60% of the sales to our school garden 
program. Funds raised will kick off this coming year’s focus on creating our own signature PCS Pesto. The classroom with the highest 
sales wins a Pesto Pizza making party. In addition, our school is 1 out of 3 recipients for a New Chapter grant! We have been awarded a 
fully accessorized classroom cooking cart on wheels arriving in February. The other part of the grant provides funds for a team of our 
staff to participate in an accredited garden curriculum integration training class. We have 5 staff members signed up, making us a pilot 
school for developing national nutrition education courses. All of this together sets us up with fertile ground for the maturation of our 
program. So let’s sell, sell, sell and all reap the benefits of growing our gardens together! Forms are due by February 6th. Feel free to 
call or email Tara Gordon with any inquiries: 802-275-7014 [ mailto:taramarie333@yahoo.com ]taramarie333@yahoo.com

Winter Outing & Camp Fire
Hike or Snowshoe to discover the winter secrets of the Putney Central School forest on Saturday Feb. 2, from 10:00 to noon. Meet 
at the kiosk by the pool at Putney Central School.  All ages welcome. Call Betsy at 387-5527 if you need snowshoes. In case of bad 
weather or poor conditions, check [ http://www.iputney.com/ ]http://www.iputney.com/  for possible cancellations. Sponsored by the 
Putney Central School Forest Committee.



Valentine’s Dance
The Grammar School would like to invite students of 6th, 7th, and 8th grades to a Valentines’ Day dance on February 15th. The dance will 
run from 7:00 - 10:00 PM. It will be fully chaperoned, and DJ’ed by Eddie Bookwalter. There will be a five dollar admission, and flowers 
can be purchased for $1.00 each. Refreshments will be free.

Art Classes
Come Make Art with us at River Gallery School! The 15-week Winter/Spring semester begins Feb. 4th. Late enrollment is accepted wher-
ever there is space, with a price adjustment. Art Classes for Children, Teens, and Adults are available. Please call Donna at 257-1577 or 
email: [ mailto:rgsart@sover.net ]rgsart@sover.net for more information or to enroll. Scholarships, installment payment plans and work 
trade options are available – inquire at the office. Check out our website for offerings; [ http://www.rivergalleryschool.org ]www.rivergal-
leryschool.org 

Kids Film Series
Next Stage Arts Project presents “Mr. Popper’s Penguins”” as part of the winter Kids Flix series at Next Stage on Saturday, February 9 at 
3:00 pm.  The series features G and PG-rated movies designed for children ages 3 to 10.  In this live-action adaptation of Richard and Flor-
ence Atwater’s children’s book, Jim Carrey takes on the role of Mr. Popper, a businessman who inherits a small flock of penguins and must 
transform his Manhattan apartment into an arctic habitat. (2011) PG  Next Stage is located in the former United Church at 15 Kimball Hill 
in downtown Putney, VT.  Admission to the film is by donation ($5 suggested). For more information, visit [ http://www.nextstagearts.
org ]www.nextstagearts.org
  
Free Parenting Workshop
Parents, grandparents and caregivers of children ages 10-19 are invited to attend a free  workshop to improve communications with their 
children. Parenting Teens Wisely is being presented by the Brattleboro Area Prevention Coalition (BAPC).  It is a 3-hour workshop, to be 
held on Tuesday, February 12th from 6:00pm to 9:00pm in Brattleboro. It teaches skills and techniques to help adults better understand 
and deal with children ages 10-19.  Two trained facilitators will guide participants to help build understanding and communication among 
all members of the family. The course teaches constructive skills proven to lessen drug and alcohol abuse in youth, school and homework 
problems, delinquency and other problem behaviors, as well as family conflict.  All participants will receive a Parenting Teens Wisely 
workbook, a parent resource packet, a certificate of completion and a $25 gift card upon completion. Snacks will also be provided during 
the course.
 Space is limited. For more information and/or register, call BAPC at 802-257-2175 or visit the BAPC website at [ http://www.
brattleboroareapreventioncoalition.org ]http://www.BrattleboroAreaPreventionCoalition.org  Parenting Wisely is published by Family 
Works, Inc. and complete information on all versions of the curriculum, as well a demo of its online course, can be found at [ http://www.
parentingwisely.com ]www.parentingwisely.com

Update
As you might imagine, things have been a little different around here this week.  While it’s been tough to respond to something as vague 
as “unspecified threats” we’ve done our best, keeping the doors locked once school is underway, having personnel by the front entrance 
(thanks Tony and Steve!) to monitor incoming foot traffic, and sharing information, however limited, with faculty and staff.  In other 
respects, it’s  been a typical week.  Two days without outdoor recess was a stretch for some of our more active kids, but we persevered, and 
the kids are off today at Mt. Snow and the rink; as it should be. 
 On a larger scale, situations such as this have caused us all to further contemplate what it might mean to have a “secure” school.  
Even a casual glance at the national scope of this issue illustrates how widely varied proposed “solutions” can be.  Here at PCS we will, as 
always, take a measured, strategic approach to the issue, and while we certainly won’t be surrounding our school with a 10’ high chain link 
fence we will be making a few modest changes to our protocols, some of which will be plainly visible (as in, please sign in when you arrive 
on campus during the day, even if you are certain we know you), while others less so.  
 We know that there is only so much you can due to provide a measure of security, that there is a tipping point beyond which you 
risk altering the culture of your school in significant, perhaps irreversible fashion.  And so there is a continual cost/benefit analysis run-
ning through our heads, most of which has little to do with money, and far more to do with our school’s identity and self image.  I suspect 
that it’s premature to imagine we’ve entered a new reality, but it is 2013, and we will do our best to move in deliberate, considered fashion 
to address these concerns.
 As of press time there has been no specific updates from superintendent Ron Stahley.  Rest assured that we’ll update when we 
have anything new.  Have a good weekend!  ~ Herve


