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“Round Two” of Winter Sports Paperwork Due
The second round of paperwork for our winter sports program was sent home with students on Friday. Please fill 
out the paperwork with your payment and return these forms to school on Monday, November 27th. To families 
of students going to MOUNT SNOW: Please take the time to fill out ALL of the necessary forms completely and 
accurately. On the top of the registration form please circle either “skier or snowboarder.” If the student is renting 
equipment please fill out BOTH the rental form AND the helmet rental form. If you have any questions about filling 
out these forms or have any questions concerning winter sports don’t hesitate to contact Nancy Gagnon in the PCS 
office or email her at ngagnon@wsesu.org

Basketball in Brattleboro
Brattleboro Recreation & Parks is looking for all 3rd & 4th grade girls that haven’t signed up for Basketball this 
season. We need you! Register today at the Gibson Aiken Center,  207 Main Street, Brattleboro. Call the office at 
802-254-5808 for more information. Practice begins soon. 

Free Produce Distribution
All are welcome to come for free produce and some non-perishable items distributed by the Vermont Foodbank and 
the Putney Foodshelf.  This event is open to anyone in the community. Please bring your own shopping bags.
Because of Thanksgiving, November’s food distribution will take place the fifth Thursday of November (11/30), from 
9:00 - 9:45 am,  at the Putney Meadows location, 17 Carol Brown Way (white building across from the Putney Co-
op and Putney Fire Station).  Please share this information with anyone you think would benefit from this opportu-
nity. 

The 5th graders get together with their kindergarten 
“reading buddies” whenever possible.  Nice social 
connection with the “big kids,” fun stories, and great 
reading practice for everyone.



Winter Concert Dates
Winter Concert for grades K - 5 will be January 17 at 6:00 pm
Winter Concert for middle school will be January 18 at 6:00 pm
 
Putney Recreation League
We now have enough student interest to form a co-ed, grade 3 - 5 basketball team. HOWEVER, we do not have a coach! If 
we can’t find a coach who can make the commitment to be here for practices and games, we will not be able to field a team. 
Can you help? If nothing else, we could form a team of parents who can share the coaching role. I’m more than willing to 
work with volunteer coaches, getting the season started and supporting them throughout the season. I will also take care of 
scheduling games, finding referee’s, etc. We just need a head person to run the practices and coach at the games. Please let 
me know if you are interested in coaching. I can be reached at 387-5521 ext 128. ~Matt Bristol, PRL Sports Coordinator

Still Time to Vote for Putney Central School at hannaford’s! 
Now through November 28, our school has the opportunity to win an outdoor garden made from 100% recycled waste! 
The participating school that wins the most votes will win the Grand Prize. To learn more: http://www.terracycle.com/en-
US/contests/helpschools

Santa Claus is coming to Brattleboro
Mark your calendars: Santa Claus is coming to Town! Saturday, Dec. 2nd from 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. Get a photo with Santa and 
his elves! Decorate delicious cookies and color festive pictures. For more information call the Rec Office at 802-254-5808.

A note about cell phones in the middle school
If you’re among those middle school parents who were able to make our middle school parent night earlier this year, you 
might remember that I expressed concern regarding students’ increased use of cell phones during the school day, and men-
tioned that we might well be leaning in the direction of having the kids hand them in during homeroom and claim them at 
the end of the school day.  While I’m certain I won’t win any student popularity contests with this move, I believe strongly 
that the time has come to implement this strategy.  
 For starters, given the access to technology that our students enjoy, there really is no need for students to have a 
cell phone on them during the day.  Chromebooks, laptops, desktop computers, and iPads are in abundance throughout 
the building, and particularly prevalent in the middle school, where all students have access to personal Chromebooks, 
with students in grades 7 and 8 having permission to take them home.  While it may be convenient for students to be able 
to query Siri for a quick answer to a question, it’s far more likely that they will use their phone to text or IM a friend during 
a trip to the restroom, or search for the answer to a math problem after having asked to be excused during a quiz. Ready 
access to the phone also increases the likelihood that a minor tiff between students gets blown out of proportion by rapid 
dissemination of gossip, and hurtful cyberbullying can be the result.
 To be sure, phones are great tools, and adult supervision of student use of phones helps some.  However, the larger 
issue is the emerging dependence on access to social media that seems to pervade our students’ lives, and to the degree to 
which it is having an impact on their self-image, happiness, and general well being.  It runs contrary, as well, to our focus 
on mindfulness, on the art of being present, in the here and now, both with ourselves, and our friends, which has been 
somewhat of a focus here over the past few years. 
 On Facebook, Instagram, and a host of other platforms, our adolescents are bombarded with images of exagger-
ated happiness, luxury, exotic vacations, etc., that can have a negative impact on their self image. To some kids, it can easily 
start to look as though the life they have is not measuring up, and can’t possibly compete with what the XYZ family is 
doing, what they are buying, where they live, and with whom they spend their time. For some, this can become a disheart-
ening (mis)adventure, particularly if you start believing - as is easy to do - that your life, by comparison, is pretty tame, or 
as middle schoolers are sometimes heard saying, “lame.” And this is for the kids who have phones, never mind those who 
don’t, but desperately would like to have one.
 As parents, we have come to rely on cell phones to stay in touch with our kids, and such reliance is something that 
can offer a measure of reassurance in our busy lives.  As has always been the case, students can access our land line phones 
here at school if they need to reach out during the day, and Maria and/or Nancy are happy to take messages and relay them 
to the kids.  
 My sincere hope is that by continuing to coach the kids that what matters is their relationships with their peers, in 
the here an now, that they will come to rely less on the technological interface, and more on the face-to-face. 
 Thanks, as always, for your support of our kids and their school.  ~ Herve  



Further Info on Adolescents, Social Media, and Screen Time

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/07/well/family/the-secret-social-media-lives-of-teenagers.html

From the comments section regarding this NY Times article:

“The Secret Social Media Lives of Teenagers”
“As a teenager, this article caught my attention a lot, because I am one of the teenagers who obsessed in social 
media. I spend at least 7 hrs a day on my social media, and it’s horrible! In this high-tech society, phones become 
the most important item for people and always carry their phones around. I saw lots of bullying on the internet 
when I was using the social media. People used the most horrible words to attack someone that they never know 
because they don’t need to bear the responsibility of attacking others in real society and unscrupulously vent 
their anger. Many teenagers don’t realize how much hurt do they bring to others because of their bad comments; 
they think the actions are fun. They are not mature enough to have right behaviors. I wish we can change the 
situation of the use of social media and develop it in a more positive way.”

From the website of the US Department of Health and Human Services
https://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/news/e-updates/february-2016-teens-social-media-use/index.html

“Teens share a lot of their personal information (online). A survey of over 600 teens from 2012 found that nearly 
all shared their real name and photos of themselves, and most shared their school name, birthdate, and the city 
or town where they lived.”

From the Brookings Instution
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/techtank/2014/08/20/too-much-screen-time-for-american-teenagers/

Don holds an impromptu post-ad-
visory meeting.  The group had just 
finished an energetic work period 
pulling weeds as part of prepping the 
garden for the 2018 growing season.  
Well done!



pcs is proud to sponsor 

An evening conversAtion with Asher PucciArello
of brattleboro’s 

Children and Parents ProjeCt

toPiCs will inClude...
whow to Parent toward emPathy and seCurity

wthe soCial landsCaPe and teChnology

whow do Children Choose to hang out with eaCh other?

whow Children Can say “no”

who: Parents/caretakers of students in grades 4-8 

when: tuesday, december 12, 6:00 - 8:00 Pm
childcare, snacks and refreshments will be Provided 

where: Pcs library

children and Parents Project has been around for over 35 years, Providing mental health services and consulting with area schools

RSVP to MaRiSa LazaRuS (mlazarus@wsesu.org or 387-5521 ext. 130) by Tuesday, December 5th.

The 3rd graders enjoyed a field trip to 
Bunker Farm last week, and as you might 
imagine, the pigs, and their piglets, were 
very popular!




