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Save the Date!
The PCS Kitchen presents it’s annual Thanksgiving Feast on Thursday, Nov 16. We have sent invitations home with students 
- ask your child for it!   Please RSVP by Monday, November 13.

Free Produce Distribution
All are welcome to come for free produce and some non-perishable items distributed by the Vermont Foodbank and the 
Putney Foodshelf.  This event is open to anyone in the community. Please bring your own shopping bags.
Because of Thanksgiving, November’s food distribution will take place the fifth Thursday of November (11/30), from 9:00 - 
9:45 am,  at the Putney Meadows location, 17 Carol Brown Way (white building across from the Putney Co-op and Putney 
Fire Station).  Please share this information with anyone you think would benefit from this opportunity. 

Landmark Community Thanksgiving
On Sunday, November 19 Landmark College will be hosting our annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner. This event is 
free for local residents and will be held on the Landmark Campus in the Alumni Dining Hall from 4-7. Reservations are 
not necessary. Please come join our faculty, staff, and students for a wonderful meal. For more information on either event 
please contact Kelly O’Ryan at KellyORyan@landmark.edu

A big PCS Thanks(!) to all who turned out to vote for the transfer of ownership of the school forest to the town of Putney.  
The plan is to form a non-profit that will assume responsibility for crafting some form of conservation easement that will 
insure that the Forest remains what it is today, a vital educational resource for the children of PCS and other area schools 
as well as the folks of Putney. Once the non-profit establishes appropriate bylaws and secures an easement, the property 
will be turned over from the town to the as-yet-to-be-named non-profit, all of which will happen within the next two 
years. We are thrilled that the Forest will be preserved as a resource for many more generations of PCS kids!



Chess Players!
The Berlin Fall Scholastic Chess Tournament will be held Nov 18.  If you haven’t already signed up, do so soon to take 
advantage of the early registration discount! Also, please consider volunteering to help run this event.  We can always use a 
helping hand, particularly if you are willing to be a room monitor for one of the playing rooms. Full details and registration 
info can be found at:  http://vtchess.info/Events/15th_Berlin_VT_Fall_Scholastic.htm

Putney Foodshelf News
The Harvest bags will be handed out on Tuesday, November 14 between 5:30 & 7 pm. Bring a bag and do some shopping 
when you come sign up! The Foodshelf is located at the Putney Community Center on 10 Christian Square in Putney. Use 
the side ramp entrance!

Winter Sports!
Winter Sports at Putney Central School is right around the corner for students in grades K - 8.  If you haven’t already sub-
mitted paperwork please do so as soon as possible.  Thanks!

Vote for Putney Central School!
As a member of Hannaford Helps Schools, PCS eligible to participate in a special promotion brought to you by TerraCy-
cle®, Tom’s of Maine®, and Hannaford®.
 Now through November 28, our school has the opportunity to win an outdoor garden made from 100% recycled 
waste! The participating school that wins the most votes will win the Grand Prize. To learn more: http://www.terracycle.
com/en-US/contests/helpschools

Keep in mind that there is no school during Thanksgiving week; teachers and paras will be working on various 
professional development projects on Monday and Tuesday of that week.

 Thanks to all who were able to turn out and vote on the Act 46 district merger plan as put forward by the 
WSESU Act 46 Study Committee, aka, the Articles of Agreement, this past Tuesday.  Much time and energy have 
been expended on Act 46, and we thank Alice Laughlin, chair of our board, as well as the WSESU Study Com-
mittee, for their commitment to the children of PCS and the broader WSESU; Democracy in Action.  
 Do note, however, that the failure of the vote means that we are facing a minimum eight cent increase in 
the property tax rate in Putney.  Given the timing of budget planning for the FY19 year (which begins on July 1, 
2018), there will no doubt be more than the usual challenges affiliated with putting the budget together for the 
‘18/19 school year in a fashion that keeps costs below the “penalty” threshold, which would result in a further 
increase in property taxes.  
 My hope is that in time the legislature will come to realize that relying property taxes as the major source 
of funding for our schools is creating challenging, and at times untenable budget choices for school boards.  In 
general, we try to have the budget finalized by the middle of January, and so will begin the planning process 
within the next week.  As always, we will team up with WSESU superintendent Lyle Holiday, business manager 
Frank Rucker, and our board, to present a budget that will keep our priorities, that is, our kids, front and center, 
but do know that we face more than the usual set of obstacles this year. 
  Stay tuned for more on this as things develop, and keep in mind that the board always welcomes visitors 
to their regularly scheduled meetings, which are held on the second and fourth Thursdays, here at PCS, at 4:15 
pm, usually in Amanda Dixon’s room in the middle school.  Do note that meeting dates/times may vary some 
during the holiday season and summer, so be sure to reference the WSESU website for all postings/warnings.  
Finally, if you’re interested in what transpires at school board meetings, you can access board minutes on our 
website.  
 Thanks to all for your continued support of our kids!  ~ Herve    








