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Parent Conferences: Early Release (11:45 on Tues., 11/10; conferences 11/10: PM; 11/12: all day. 
 No classes Wed., 11/12.  Please contact teachers/advisors for conference appointments.  Thanks!

10.30.15



RECESS INFORMATION/CLOTHING REMINDER 
As the cold approaches, we ask that you use the following guidelines to determine what is appropriate clothing for outdoor 
play.  55+ degrees - Short sleeve shirts are acceptable;  40-55 decrees - Sweatshirts/sweaters/lightweight jackets;
30-40 degrees - Hats, coats, heavy sweatshirts, etc.;  20-30 degrees - Winter coats, hats, mittens/gloves;
Below ~20 degrees: based on discretion of recess teachers if there is recess or not. Wind is also a factor in making this deci-
sion. Staff will be aware of students who are active and allow them to remove layers while exercising.
SNOW - Playing in the snow  REQUIRES BOOTS and protection from getting wet - snowpants or two layers are essential!
We have many inclaimed clothing items in our lost and found!

SAVE THE DATE! 
Thursday, November 19th is the Thanksgiving Banquet. PCS families and friends are welcome. More info to come. 

Baby Playgroup and Preschooler Story Times at Putney Library
Putney Library is starting up Preschooler Story Time again with a wonderful new storyteller! Susan Hessey, former Putney 
Central School librarian, will read and tell stories, do finger plays, and crafts with kids ages 2 and up on Thursday morn-
ings at 11am. Baby Playgroup and Story Time also continues on Friday morning at 10:30am with librarian Emily Zervas. 
Delight and stimulate your baby’s senses with songs and simple stories. Stay afterwards to play with other children ages 
birth-2 years old. This program is part of Vermont’s Early Literacy Initiative and is co-sponsored by Putney Family Ser-
vices. Putney Library is located at 55 Main Street in Putney, VT. This program is free and open to the public.

YOGA FOR GIRLS
Mondays, 3:30-5:00pm at Putney Moves.  Six Week Session: November 2 – December 7
This 6-week series is for girls between the ages of 9 and 11 who wish to explore how yoga can help with the development of 
confidence and courage.  During this series students will move their bodies through yoga postures, get in tune with their 
feelings through mindfulness games and activities, and explore their thoughts through yoga, meditation, art, writing, and 
discussion.  SPACE IS LIMITED - PLEASE REGISTER ASAP.

Register Here:  http://putneymoves.com/kids-families/yoga-for-girls/

Halloween Celebration!
There will be a Halloween Celebration at Pierce’s Hall in East Putney Saturday October 31 at 4:30pm. The event will feature 
music, treats and games. A potluck supper begins at 6:00, with a family contra dance afterward. Pierce’s Hall is located at 
121 East Putney Falls Road.

Harvest Bags at the Foodshelf at the Putney Community Center 
[10 Christian Square — side ramp entrance] Come to the Foodshelf Tuesdays from 6–7pm or Saturdays 9–10am October 
31st through November 14th and sign up for a $10 Hannaford gift card (for a turkey) and a Harvest Bag for Thanksgiving. 
(Bring a bag and do some shopping when you come sign up!) The Harvest bags will be handed out on Tuesday November 
15th between 5 & 7pm. There will also be the opportunity to shop  that night.

Comedy Night
The Brattleboro School Endowment is hosting its first-ever event, Comedy Night 2015, on Friday, November 6 at the VFW 
in Brattleboro. Well-known comedian Bucky Lewis promises to have us all laughing during his adult fare comedy act, 
all for a good cause--raising funds for the Endowment to support winter sports and other enrichment programs in our 
local schools. Well-known comedian Bucky Lewis promises to have us all laughing during his adult fare comedy act, all 
for a good cause--raising funds for the Endowment to support winter sports and other enrichment programs in our local 
schools. Here’s a link to the event so you can purchase tickets:
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=aoselrgab&oeidk=a07ebke5lf2cf22c3fa

Hannaford Helps Schools - Again!
Last year, Hannafords donated $96.00 to PCS, thanks to you! Please remember us when you shop at Hannafords. Look 
for the specially marked items labelled “Hannaford Helps Schools.” You will receive “school dollars” which can then be 
deposited at the store kiosk. There are dozens of items and brands that qualify. Examples include: King Arthur Flour, Tom’s 



of Maine, Seventh Generation, and Nature Valley. For more details and a full list of participating brands, visit:
http://www.hannaford.com/content.jsp?pageName=HHS&leftNavArea=AboutLeftNav

Daylight Savings Time!
Sunday, November 1 - clocks move back 1 hour!  Every year we have one or two kids show up at 6:30 on Monday morn-
ing.  Let’s break that streak!

Late Bus
The Late Bus rides again! Starting Wednesday, Oct 28, it will depart PCS at 4:10pm and head to all points Putney! The 
Late Bus is free, and open to PCS students participating in after school activities. The bus will ride every Wednesday that 
school is in session this year.

Private School Applications
If your child is applying to private school for the next school year, please contact the school counselor, Hillary Keach 
(hkeach@wsesu.org; 387-5521, Ext. 3), to learn about the school’s role in the process, including the procedures for acquir-
ing faculty recommendation forms and letters. Thank you!

Secret Santa Program
As we approach the holiday season, Putney Central School would like to ensure that all of our students have the opportu-
nity to have their holiday wishes fulfilled. Each year we partner with The Secret Santa Program to ensure that the families 
in our school community have a joyous holiday season. At this time, we have to limit the program to families who qualify 
for free meals at school. If you are interested in learning more about the program, please contact Hillary Keach, school 
counselor, at 387-5521, Ext. 3 by Monday, November 2nd. 

mountain biking
Weather permitting, we’ll ride Thursday, starting at 2:30 in order to “beat the clock”.  We’ll end at 4:30.

$chool $avings Program
The School Savings program has begun! A representative from River Valley Credit Union will be at school every other 
Tuesday morning from 8:15-8:30 to accept student deposits. Next visit: Tuesday, Nov. 3.

Putney Cares Halloween Pit Stop
Putney Cares will again be offering a pit stop this Halloween, with cider and donuts for families who are out trick or treat-
ing and need a break to sit, re-group, use the bathroom, or rest at our Activities Barn. We’re located at 54 Kimball Hill in 
Putney village, and our Pit Stop will be open from 5-7pm on Sat. Oct. 31. Happy Halloween!

Not your everyday algebra workgroup!

Don’t forget: no classes during Thanksgiving week!  
Teachers have profssional development both Monday and Tuesday.  





An Opinion Piece on Testing by Secretary Rebecca Holcombe
(This Op-Ed piece will make its apprearance in newspapers this weekend.)

 Testing is once again in the news. NAEP test results were released across the nation; President Obama and 
the U.S. Department of  Education have supported reductions in testing; and states have been releasing local assess-
ment results. Yet the storyline remains the same: too much testing, not enough student achievement. 
 In Vermont, we think the story should be more about what we are doing with these test results, and a little 
less about the tests themselves.
 Over the last decade or so, federal policy has used student achievement data to judge and sanction schools, 
teachers and principals. Furthermore, many states have defined teacher and educator quality narrowly in terms of  
test scores.
 While we believe the intent of  No Child Left Behind (NCLB) is laudable, and we agree that we must commit 
to ensuring every student has the best quality education we can provide, the blunt tools in NCLB threaten faith in 
public institutions and undermine our ability to serve our children well.
 NCLB assumes that employees in our schools need motivation before they will provide for their students. 
Most of  the “motivation” comes in the form of  sanctions that, at best, introduce elements of  fear and coercion to 
our educational system.
 High-stakes testing also creates perverse incentives for teachers to teach in ways that are antithetical to our 
vision for equity. Most states are using these test scores to shape employment decisions, and as a result, encourage 
educators to teach narrowly to the test, so as to boost those scores as much as possible.
 High stakes can also penalize good teachers who work with some of  our most vulnerable students. If  a 
teacher agrees to teach students whose performance is so far below grade level that their learning can never be cap-
tured on the grade level tests, their efforts, no matter how Herculean, will never be evident in test-based performance 
measures.
 These NCLB accountability measures have led educators to question the test and its purposes, and to chal-
lenge what they see as unfair measures of  their performance.
 Unlike most states, Vermont has consistently chosen to not use scores to evaluate, hire and fire teachers. Our 
teachers express professional pride in improving student performance, but not fear that if  they don’t inflate those 
scores by teaching in narrow, test-focused ways, that they might lose their jobs. However, the federal sanctions on our 
schools and districts remain, and we worry that this inappropriate use of  tests is both eroding their utility as measures 
of  progress and perhaps discouraging some of  the learning and innovative thinking we most want to support.
 As the student representative on the State Board of  Education, Rainbow Chen, recently noted, every year 
we use the tests to tell students, especially English language learners and children growing up in the face of  deep 
adversity, that they are “not proficient” or “not on track for college and careers.” Instead, we could be helping them 
mark how much progress they have made and encouraging them to strive higher.
 Vermont still has educational dilemmas and challenges to resolve. We still have achievement gaps, particular-
ly for students living in poverty. Our schools continue to search for solutions to support students as increasing opiate 
addiction afflicts some of  our communities. We are struggling to figure out how to encourage some of  our rural stu-
dents to see postsecondary education as a step towards a stronger future for both themselves and their communities. 
We know that our ultimate job is not to prepare students for tests, but to prepare them for a future when humans do 
what computers can’t do well: creative, innovative work that demands self-direction and judgment.
 What we have learned, however, is that we are more likely to solve this problem by working together, rather 
than looking to blame, sanction, or label one another. As a state, we have chosen to pursue a more measured, 
thoughtful and balanced approach to accountability that is focused on building the professional capabilities of  our 
educators, so they in turn can take better care of  our children.  And, we need a more measured and supportive ap-
proach to student achievement that is focused on improving progress and accomplishment, rather than blaming and 
shaming.
 Students and families deserve schools that serve them and their communities well. Our schools and educators 
deserve policies that respect their contributions and support them in getting better at the most important work in the 
world: preparing ALL our children to create a strong future for themselves, the state and the nation.

-Rebecca Holcombe, Vermont Secretary of Eduction








