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Over hill and Dale...
... well, soon enough.  First, we put on a helmet 
and get some practice in on one of our new 
“balance bikes.”  Thanks to a generous sup-
porter of the PCS Bike Library program, we 
have four new balance bikes on hand for our 
budding cyclists to practice their fundamentals. 
Here Wyatt shows us how it’s done!

8th Grade High School Transition Events
Over the course of January and February, we will begin the process of preparing our 8th grade students for high school. 
On Wednesday, January 27th at 6:30 p.m., there will be an 8th Grade Parent Night at the BUHS Auditorium. Parents are 
strongly encouraged to attend to learn more about course selection and the high school more broadly. `
If you have any questions or concerns about either of these events, please contact Hillary Keach, school counselor. 

9th Grade Registration Form, 9th Grade Course Selection Form, and Honors English Contract 
All 8th grade students received three forms during their discussion with Gina Onorato, the Director of Counseling at 
BUHS, on Tuesday, January 19th: a 9th Grade Registration Form, a 9th Grade Course Selection Form, and an Honors 
English Contract. Students must return all three forms to Ms. Keach, school counselor, by Friday January 29th. Please 
note that students must discuss their 9th grade Math and English course selection with their current teacher. All 8th 
grade students received a 9th Grade Mini Program of Studies booklet, which includes a description of each course that 
9th grade students can take during their first year at BUHS. Please note that these forms are due after the 8th Grade Par-
ent Night on Wednesday, January 27th at 6:30pm at the BUHS Auditorium. However, students can complete the form 
with their parents and turn it in prior to January 27th. Please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Keach, school counselor, if 
you have any questions. Thank you in advance for taking the time to complete these forms.

From Our Kitchen 
Game nights can be late nights, and it can be hard to get a nutritious meal together for a family. But the PCS Kitchen has 
great news for middle school game nights! The Kitchen will now sell concession items at all home games! In addition, the 
Kitchen now has Dinners to Go on nights when we have (middle school) home games! For only $20, a party of four will 
enjoy a delicious, wholesome meal. Here’s the menu for the next few home games:
Jan 25 - Chili, Cornbread, Salad



Jan 28 - Pork Roast, Sweet Potatoes, Salad
If you order all four meals at once, you will also receive a home-baked apple pie to go with your roast pork dinner! Orders 
for each meal need to be placed by noon on the day of the game. Just text Nathan in the PCS Kitchen: 614.962.1200. You 
can also email your order: ndrake@wsesu.org

Menu Changes
A few changes to the January Lunch Menu:
Jan 26 - Beef Stew, Biscuit, Spinach Salad, Fruit - We will be joined by Putney Cares!
Jan 28 - Cheese Pizza or grade choice, Baby Vegetables, Dill Dip, Apple
Jan 29 - Root Vegetable Chowder, Grilled Cheese, Spinach Salad, Fruit

Winter Food Drive
The PCS Food Drive is off to a slow start but we will be in full collection mode by next week! Each class has a box and 
Thursday is pick-up day. Last year, we collected 640 pounds of food. We have collected 11.2 this week. Let’s see if we can 
beat last year. What type of foods are appreciated? Any, but think healthy: tuna, peanut butter, pasta and sauce, mac and 
cheese are all popular. By the way, small cans and portions are preferred. Thanks so much! ~ The voice4change student 
leadership group

Volunteers Needed!
Do you have 1.5 hours, as little as once a month, to help with a dynamic and much-needed after school program in Put-
ney? No experience necessary, just the desire to laugh, have some fun and share some time with youth ages 11-13 in a safe 
environment.
 Putney Family Services and a committee of concerned citizens and parents are launching a program for middle 
school students to gather and enjoy each other’s company in a safe and welcoming environment Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons 3-4:30 pm at the Community Center. The committee is looking for 3-4 committed volunteers who would rotate 
through the program to provide supervision and positive interaction with the youth. Our opening date is January 20. 
Please help make this happen by volunteering some of your time 2 times per week, once per month!
If you are interested in being part of this program, please call Putney Family Services at 387-2120.

Save the Date: February 12th, 3rd Annual Jump Rope for Heart Jump-A-Thon
Please join us at 1:15 on Friday, Feb 12 in the gymnasium, for an hour long celebration including, jumping rope, music, 
dancing, and healthy snacks. Please see the attachments at the bottom of the newsletter for more information. Students will 
learn about this event in the upcoming week. 

Tai Chi for Students
“Introduction to Tai Chi” is a course for PCS students in grades 4 - 8. Classes meet Wednesdays from 2:45 to 4:00 pm on: 
January 27, Feb 3, 10, 24, March 2. To find out more or sign up, contact Dan Foster at fosterbalance@gmail.com

Youth Services to Host Monthly Parent & Caregiver Group of LGBTQ Youth
Youth Services is launching a support group for parents and caregivers of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and 
questioning (LGBTQ) youth in the Windham County region, in collaboration with Green Mountain Crossroads, a local 
LGBTQ nonprofit dedicated to connecting rural LGBTQ people.  The first meeting of Joining Our Youth (JOY) group is 
on Thursday, January 28 from 5:30-7 p.m. at Youth Services at 32 Walnut St, Brattleboro, VT. Free and open to the public, 
the group’s mission is to build community while offering support and resources. For more information about this initial or 
subsequent meetings contact Rosie Nevins-Alderfer of Youth Services at (802) 257-0361 or email info@youthservicesinc.
org

The Phillips Academy Summer Session
The Phillips Academy Summer Session is a wonderful opportunity for our current 7th and 8th grade students to explore 
their academic and extracurricular interests in greater depth during the summer months. The program runs from June 
27th-July 31st, 2016 and is held on the campus of Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts. If you are interested in 



learning more about the program and how to apply, please contact Hillary Keach, school counselor. You can also visit the 
following website to find out more:http://www.andover.edu/summer

Lost and Found
Missing anything? On the desk in the front office are various items including a cell phone, a set of keys, a pair of knitted 
black mittens and some jewelry. Stop in if you are missing any of these these items.

Lunch with our Elders
Putney Cares joins us once a month for lunch! This is a wonderful, intergenerational experience for all. Next lunch dates 
are: Jan 26, Feb 23, March 22.   All grandparents and “grandfriends” are welcome to join us.  A delicious meal for $5/pp?  
How can you go wrong.  Good food, great company!

Mindfulness Update
It’s been a while since we sent along an update on our mindfulness initiative.  In a word, things have been going great.  
Most teachers have incorporated some mindfulness practices as part of their daily classroom routines, several teachers are 
meeting for a mindfulness practice and conversation meeting on alternate Thursday afternoons, and a few teachers will be 
attending a 4-day mindfulness in education workshop later this school year.  
 Mnidfulness fits in perfectly with all of our efforts at creating a positive school climate, and our now eight year 
journey with PBiS.  By utilizing simple, easily learned practices, students and adults alike increase their capacity for self-
awareness, emotional regulation, and empathy, all of which makes for a healthier place to work, learn, and play.  For more 
on Mindfulness: http://www.mindfuled.org/     Here’s a fun video that succinctly sums up how mindfulness practices can 
support real life challenges: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVA2N6tX2cg

RemembeR: TeacheR’s in-seRvice monday, 1/25.

See you all on TueSday!

Did you know...
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Dear Parents,
As you may already know, given our status* - based on 2014 NECAP testing, and in keeping with the directives of 
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 - as a school “in need of improvement,” we are again able to offer a no-cost 
after school tutoring program to all students who are eligible for free/reduced meals.  This Supplemental Educa-
tional Services program (S.E.S.) is administered by outside vendors, and only those who appear on the Agency of 
Education’s “Approved Provider” list are eligible to provide tutoring through this program.  The list of providers 
can be accessed here:

http://education.vermont.gov/documents/EDU-SES_Approved_List_for_2014-2015-6-26.pdf

Please note that while we are happy to be able to supply tutors from outside agencies access to our building in 
order to meet with students for tutoring, we are not able to recommend specific vendors and/or tutors. The dead-
line for applying for spring 2016 tutoring via SES is February 12. Applications are available in the front office, and 
we are happy to send one home via Backpack Express.  

From the Agency of Education website:
Supplemental Education Services (SES)
The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) requires Title I schools that have not made Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) for three or more years to offer additional services outside the regular school day for eligible students. 
These supplemental educational services are designed to increase the academic achievement of students in 
schools in the second year of improvement, in corrective action, or in restructuring. The services, such as tutor-
ing, are in addition to instruction provided during the school day. Supplemental educational services must be 
consistent with the content and instruction used by the school and be aligned with Vermont’s Framework of 
Standards and the Grade Expectations (GEs). 

Should you have any questions or need further assistance with this, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Sincerely,

Herve
Herve Pelletier
Principal

* PCS is designated by the VT Agency of Education as a school being in Year 4 of “Corrective Action.”  2014 was the last year that the 
VT AOE used testing data (from NECAP tests) as the sole determinant of school success, and as 2015 marked the first year of the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) testing the AOE decided not to use that testing data to determine the federally man-
dated Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) of VT schools.  

It should be noted that as of 2014, 97% of all public schools in Vermont did not attain AYP, and no school exited “School Improvement.”

For further information: http://education.vermont.gov/documents/EDU-AYP_Determination_Summary.pdf

For further information on SBAC testing: http://education.vermont.gov/sbac

  

 




