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Spencer responds to a question from an audience member during Wednesday night’s presentation of Putney Food 
Stories, this year’s edition of the 8th grade multimedia project. Big thanks to Leah Toffolon, Evie Lovett and the 
VT Folklife Center, Caroline Olivier, and Nancy Shepherd. Extra special thanks to all of this year’s interviewees!

Mon. Jan 23 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Inservice

Winter Concerts
This is a reminder to the Putney Central community that our Winter Concerts are this week. The K-5 Concert will 
be on Wednesday Jan 25 at 6:00pm, and the Middle School concert will be on Thursday Jan 26 at 6:00pm. Students 
should arrive by 5:30 to prepare for the concert. This concert involves the entire school community, and all students 
will be performing in different groups at various times throughout the concert. Please plan to stay with us for the 
duration of the concert, which will be less than an hour, to ensure your student does not miss a chance to perform, 
or negatively affect other students. This is an excellent time to model Putney PRIDE to our students by encouraging 
their Participation, and demonstrating Respect to all performers throughout the concert. ~ Josh Fields

SAVE THE DATE
Come help us celebrate the release of the new children’s book, Ralph Flies the Coop. This book is written by Jaimie 
Scanlon and illustrated by our very own Art Teacher Extraordinaire Ellen Tumavicus. The event will be held on Fri-
day March 17. More details to follow! ~ Kerri Harlow



Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/PCSPutneyVT/



Family Central PTO 
Family Central organizational meeting on Friday, 1/27, at 8:15 a.m. Time to revamp, re-do, rethink our group. Please come, 
all parents and community members interested in exploring ways to improve our wonderful school. All welcome. Email/
call Jorika Stockwell if any questions (or you can’t make the meeting but want to be involved): 802-380-0186 (text/voice), 
silverjori@gmail.com

Parent Night at BUHS
This is an exciting time of the year as we begin to prepare our eighth graders for the ninth grade transition to high school.  
Please mark your calendars for February 1st from 6:30-7:30 for the BUHS Parent Night. All eighth grade parents are en-
couraged to attend. Parent night is an excellent opportunity to get an introduction to the high school and meet some of the 
BUHS staff members. For any questions about this please contact Marisa Lazarus at 387-5521 ext. 3.

Chess Club Returns
Dan Foster will offer a Chess Club for students beginning Jan. 12. The program will meet for six sessions, from 2:45 - 4:00,  
in the PCS Library. Cost is $60. Sign up in the PCS Office. To find out more, contact Dan Foster at 387-2430 or fosterbal-
ance@gmail.com

Food Drive at PCS
PCS Middle School Leadership Team Annual Food Drive has begun, and will run through February 24! Please send your 
child to school with a non-perishable food item to donate. Collection boxes are located in each classroom. Thank you for 
supporting this important community food drive!

Free fresh produce! 
If your children attend any of the schools in the WSESU School district (Putney Central!!) you are welcome to come and 
pick up fresh produce at the Vermont Foodbank’s VeggieVanGo Program at the Windham Regional Career Center! The 1St 
and 3rd Monday of each month from 10:00-11:00am.

Winter Sports News
Our next day of winter sports will be Friday, January 27th. It is imperative that students come to school prepared for the 
day. Last week there were a number of students who were not dressed for the weather. Sweatshirts and thin gloves are not 
enough. Please keep in mind that the temperature at Mount Snow is almost always much colder than in Putney, and if your 
child is riding a lift and even going half way up the mountain he/she will experience wind and much colder temperatures 
than at the bottom of the mountain. Mount Snow students need neck warmers, goggles, warm socks, and heavy gloves/
mittens as well as a winter coat and snowpants. Wear clothing in layers. It is a long day for students who go to Mount Snow 
so sending extra snacks is always a good idea. Please feel free to contact Nancy Gagnon with any winter sports questions or 
concerns. ngagnon@wsesu.org or in the PCS office. 

NAEP Testing for 4th and 8th Grades
Elsewhere in this newsletter you’ll find  a form letter regarding the upcoming National Assessment of  Educational Prog-
ress tests, aka “The Nation’s Report Card,” which are administered every two years, and will take about two hours for us 
to complete on January 31.  We always do well on these tests, which are proctored by an outside team made up of retired 
teachers, and this year will be administered on a tablet that the NAEP team will provide.      
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NAEP 2017 PARENT/GUARDIAN NOTIFICATION LETTER
Mathematics and reading assessments

January 17, 2016

Dear Parent or Guardian:
Putney Central will participate in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) on January 31. 
NAEP is the largest nationally representative and continuing assessment of what students know and can do in 
various subjects. It is administered by the National Center for Education Statistics, within the U.S. Department 
of Education. NAEP is different from our state assessment because it provides a common measure of student 
achievement across the country. The results are released as The Nation’s Report Card, which provides informa-
tion about student achievement to educators, parents, policymakers, and the public.

Your child will take a mathematics and/or reading assessment. The assessment also asks students questions about 
their daily routine and their educational experiences. For example, students are asked if there is a computer at 
home and about the amount of reading they do. Student responses are anonymous, and they provide context and 
meaning to the assessment results. Please visit http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/booklets.asp to review 
sample questions.
 
The assessment takes about 90 to 120 minutes for most students. The results are completely confidential (in ac-
cordance with the Confidential Information Protection provisions of Title V, Subtitle A, Public Law 107-347). 

The information collected is used for statistical purposes only.   Your child’s grades will not be affected. 
Students may be excused for any reason, are not required to complete the assessment, and may skip any ques-
tion.  While the assessment is voluntary, NAEP depends on student participation to help policymakers improve 
education. However, if you do not want your child to participate, please notify me in writing by January 27.

There is no need to study in preparation for NAEP, but please encourage your child to do their best. A brochure 
that explains what participation in NAEP means for you and your child is available at http://nces.ed.gov/nation-
sreportcard/pdf/parents/2012469.pdf.   Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

We are excited that our school is participating in NAEP, and they routinely do well. 

Sincerely,

Principal



YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SURVEY 2017 
PARENTAL NOTIFICATION LETTER 

Putney Central School 
 
January 10, 2017 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
Our school is taking part in the 2017 Youth Risk Behavior Survey. This survey is sponsored by the                  
Vermont Department of Health and Agency of Education. The survey gathers information about health              
risk behaviors of 6th through 12th grade students. The survey will ask about nutrition, physical activity,                
injuries, tobacco, alcohol, and other drug use, and sexual behaviors. Schools, communities and state              
agencies will use the results of the survey to evaluate programs, plan new programs and to secure future                  
funding.  
 
We are planning to administer the survey on February 7, 2017 with a back up date of February 9, 2017.                    
during Advisory. 
 
The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in conjunction with state and local school               
officials, developed the YRBS. It has been administered in schools nationwide since 1991. The YRBS has                
the support of many national organizations including the National PTA.  
 
The YRBS is anonymous, and survey procedures have been designed to protect your child’s privacy. It is                 
important that all students, regardless of whether they have engaged in health-risk behaviors, are given an                
opportunity to participate in the survey. Students will not put their names on the survey. Individual survey                 
responses will not be disclosed to any school employee nor will any student's name or survey responses                 
be divulged in a report of the results. We would like all students to take part in the survey; however, the                     
survey is voluntary. No student is required to take the survey. Students may skip any questions they do                  
not wish to answer. In addition, students may stop taking the survey at any point without penalty. 
 
Please read “About the YRBS” for more facts about the survey on            
http://healthvermont.gov/research/yrbs.aspx. As a parent, federal law affords you the right to inspect the             
survey before it is administered and to opt your child out of participating in the survey. If you would like                    
to see the survey, a copy is available at Putney Central School. If you have any questions or concerns,                   
please call Arlene Scott RN at 387-5521 x4. 
 
Should you decide to opt your child out of taking the survey please inform us in writing by returning the                    
enclosed form or a letter to us by February 3, 2017.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
Herve Pelletier 
Principal  
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YRBS 2017 Opt Out Form 

Form must be returned by  2/8/17

I wish to opt my child,  _________________________________________________ , 
                      
to opt out of taking the 2017 Vermont Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS).

Parent/Guardian signature: _________________________________________ 

Date:_________________

Please return this form to:
Arlene Scott, RN, PCS School Nurse

 

 




