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Special thanks to PCS parent and Springfield HS counselor Jason Touchette for bringing Palestinian exchange student San-
dra Anani, 15, to meet with our middle schoolers.  According to Jason, “Sandra was very surprised and impressed with the 
thoughtful nature of the students questions. She was very encouraged by the whole experience.” Further, Jason mentioned 
that, “I was equally impressed with their behavior, level of respect and deep and thoughtful questions and comments. I hope 
to be able work together in the future!” (Jason Touchette photo)

Winter Concert Dates 
Mark your calendar! We have set dates for the PCS Winter Concerts, here in our gym:

Wednesday, Jan 25, 6:00pm - grades K - 5
Thursday. Jan 26, 6:00pm - grades 6 - 8

Putney Food Stories Coming to Next Stage
After lots of work, our 8th grade multimedia production, Putney Food Stories, is just about wrapped and will 
make its debut at Next Stage on Wednesday, January 18th at 7:00 pm.    Thanks to Evie Lovett and the VT Folklife 
Center, the stories have a professional polish to them that is pretty remarkable.  Don’t miss this opportunity to 
share in the celebration of some stellar student work.  Free admission!

NAEP Testing for 4th and 8th on January 31
Each testing year the federal government selects - via lottery - a certain number of schools to participate in the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (The Nation’s Report Card) testing program.  Grades 4 and 8 will be tested on 1/31.  
No prep is necessary, and our local NAEP team will manage provisioning and proctoring.  PCS students have always done 
well on these test of English and math, and historically the exam, which runs two hours or less, has been a bit easier than 
our old NECAP or current SBAC tests.  For more on NAEP: https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/



Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/PCSPutneyVT/



Putney Food Stories

Short films by students highlighting individuals in our
community connected to growing, harvesting, and making food

Please join the Putney Central School 8th Grade for a screening of:

WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 18

7:00 pm
NEXT STAGE ARTS PROJECT

15 Kimball Hill Rd
Putney, Vermont

In Partnership with:
The Vermont Folklife Center

For more info, contact: 

LeahToffolon-

ltoffolon@wsesu.org

Evie Lovett- evielovett@gmail.com 





January
Workshops 
PutneyMoves.com | (802) 387-0633

133 Main Street in Putney 

Sound Bath Meditation

Soul Food for Mamas (6week series)

Yoga for Girls (1012 years old)

The Sacred Year:  
Mapping the Soulscape of 2017

Learn more and register at putneymoves.com



PCS Parent and volunteer foreign language 
support person Liz Jackson is sponsoring both of 
these educational trips.  Need more info? 

http://gogiabroad.com/



After Care Buddies!
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8th Grade Families
Next Wednesday, Jan 18 at 7:00 pm we will be screening your children’s audio slideshows at  Next Stage, 15 Kimball Hill 
Road in Putney.  There’s a publicity flyer included with this newsletter issue. Students should arrive between 6:30- 6:45. 
Families can come along to mingle and nosh on baked goods (bake sale to benefit the Putney Food Shelf). Please invite 
friends and extended family--the show is free!
The screening will last approximately one hour. I would like students to be available for another 15 minutes after the show-
ing to sit on a panel on stage and answer audience questions. We should be done by 8:20 or so. Feel free to email me if you 
have any questions or concerns: ltoffolon@wsesu.org ~ Leah Toffolon, Middle School Social Studies

Brattleboro Recreation Department
There is no school on Monday, January 16 in observance of Martin Luther King Jr Day. Brattleboro Recreation Department 
is offering public skating that day from 12:30-2:30, at the Nelson Withington Rink at Memorial Park. 
They are also offering an Open Gym & Game Room at the Gibson Aiken Center, from 1:30 - 5:00pm that day. These are for 
all school-aged children. To find out more, call Brattleboro Recreation Department at 254-5808.

Brattleboro Food Co-Op
Monday, January 16 is Martin Luther King Jr’s birthday, and the Brattleboro Food Co-op is cooking up a fun program 
for kids that day, from 10am to noon. In celebration of MLK, Jr’s birthday, we will meet at the Brattleboro Museum & Art 
Center first for an up-close look at the current exhibit followed by a hands-on creative activity there. Then we will walk up 
to the Brattleboro Food Co-op’s Kitchen to make winter hand pies:  soft, layered dough filled with seasoned apples! This 
program is Free. Pre-registration Required by calling 802-246-2842. 

For the Little Ones
Brattleboro Food Co-op and KidsPlayce in Brattleboro have teamed up to provide a Story and Snack Time. This program 
meets Friday mornings from 10:30-11:30 at KidsPlayce, 20 Elliot Street in Brattleboro. The program is free and open to the 
public.

Parent Night at BUHS
This is an exciting time of the year as we begin to prepare our eighth graders for the ninth grade transition to high school.  
Please mark your calendars for February 1st from 6:30-7:30 for the BUHS Parent Night. All eighth grade parents are en-



YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SURVEY 2017 
PARENTAL NOTIFICATION LETTER 

Putney Central School 
 
January 10, 2017 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
Our school is taking part in the 2017 Youth Risk Behavior Survey. This survey is sponsored by the                  
Vermont Department of Health and Agency of Education. The survey gathers information about health              
risk behaviors of 6th through 12th grade students. The survey will ask about nutrition, physical activity,                
injuries, tobacco, alcohol, and other drug use, and sexual behaviors. Schools, communities and state              
agencies will use the results of the survey to evaluate programs, plan new programs and to secure future                  
funding.  
 
We are planning to administer the survey on February 7, 2017 with a back up date of February 9, 2017.                    
during Advisory. 
 
The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in conjunction with state and local school               
officials, developed the YRBS. It has been administered in schools nationwide since 1991. The YRBS has                
the support of many national organizations including the National PTA.  
 
The YRBS is anonymous, and survey procedures have been designed to protect your child’s privacy. It is                 
important that all students, regardless of whether they have engaged in health-risk behaviors, are given an                
opportunity to participate in the survey. Students will not put their names on the survey. Individual survey                 
responses will not be disclosed to any school employee nor will any student's name or survey responses                 
be divulged in a report of the results. We would like all students to take part in the survey; however, the                     
survey is voluntary. No student is required to take the survey. Students may skip any questions they do                  
not wish to answer. In addition, students may stop taking the survey at any point without penalty. 
 
Please read “About the YRBS” for more facts about the survey on            
http://healthvermont.gov/research/yrbs.aspx. As a parent, federal law affords you the right to inspect the             
survey before it is administered and to opt your child out of participating in the survey. If you would like                    
to see the survey, a copy is available at Putney Central School. If you have any questions or concerns,                   
please call Arlene Scott RN at 387-5521 x4. 
 
Should you decide to opt your child out of taking the survey please inform us in writing by returning the                    
enclosed form or a letter to us by February 3, 2017.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
Herve Pelletier 
Principal  
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YRBS 2017 Opt Out Form 

Form must be returned by  2/8/17

I wish to opt my child,  _________________________________________________ , 
                      
to opt out of taking the 2017 Vermont Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS).

Parent/Guardian signature: _________________________________________ 

Date:_________________

Please return this form to:
Arlene Scott, RN, PCS School Nurse

couraged to attend. Parent night is an excellent opportunity to get an introduction to the high school and meet some of the 
BUHS staff members. For any questions about this please contact Marisa Lazarus at 387-5521 ext. 3, mlazarus@wsesu.org

Chess Club Returns!
Dan Foster will offer a Chess Club for students beginning Jan. 12. The program will meet for six sessions, from 2:45 - 4:00,  
in the PCS Library. Cost is $60. Sign up in the PCS Office. To find out more, contact Dan Foster at 387-2430 or fosterbal-
ance@gmail.com  If you’d like to participate, but need a scholarship, let us know!  rbrooks@wsesu.org

Food Drive at PCS
PCS Middle School Leadership Team Annual Food Drive has begun, and will run through February 24! Please send your 
child to school with a non-perishable food item to donate. Collection boxes are located in each classroom. Thank you for 
supporting this important community food drive!

Kids XC Ski Club
Brattleboro Outing Club is offering a Kids’ XC Ski Club beginning in January! The club will meet after school on Mondays. 
It’s geared towards children in grades 3 - 6 who have some skiing experience. Younger kids are welcome if a parent comes 
and skis with them. (Parents are always welcome to come ski with us anyways!). Older kids are welcome too. We will offer 
some basic instruction, but brand-new beginners who have never been on skis before should have a few lessons before 
joining. Cost is free for children whose families have a current BOC-XC season membership. For others, the cost is $5/
child per session. Adults who come to ski with the club should either have a BOC membership or pay $5/session as well.  
We encourage any non-members who come more than 3 times to consider joining the BOC to support the organization 
and take advantage of other membership benefits. You can easily join online at brattleborooutingclub.org Any questions 
about the program can be directed to: diana@coreflowyoga.com



Free fresh produce! 
If your children attend any of the schools in the WSESU School district (Putney Central!!) you are welcome to come and 
pick up fresh produce at the Vermont Foodbank’s VeggieVanGo Program at the Windham Regional Career Center! The 
1St and 3rd Monday of each month from 10:00-11:00am.

Winter Sports News
Our next day of winter sports will be Friday, January 20th. It is imperative that students come to school prepared for the 
day. Last week there were a number of students who did not have adequate clothing for Mount Snow. Please keep in mind 
that the temperature at Mount Snow is almost always much colder than in Putney, and if your child is riding a lift and 
even going half way up the mountain he/she will experience wind and much colder temperatures than at the bottom of the 
mountain. 
 Mount Snow students need neck warmers, goggles, warm socks, and heavy gloves/mittens as well as a winter coat 
and snowpants. Layers of clothing can be helpful.   Sweatshirts and thin gloves will not keep your child comfortably warm 
either at Mount Snow, Grafton, the skating rink or outside for our on campus activities. It is a long day for students who 
go to Mount Snow so sending extra snacks is always a good idea. Please feel free to contact Nancy Gagnon with any winter 
sports questions or concerns:  ngagnon@wsesu.org or in the PCS office.  Let’s keep winter sports days fun for everyone 
by being prepared.  Thanks!

Monday is MLK Day...
 

John Lewis, Jesse Douglas, Martin Luther King, Jr., James Forman, Ralph Abernathy, 
marching in Montgomery, AL, 1965
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Dear PCS Parents,

In 2016 over 30 parents came to 6 different chats at The Putney Library. Parents wanted to continue in 2017 and the Putney 
Library voted to fund the continuation of this valuable programming.

We will meet Sundays Jan 22nd, Feb 12th, Mar 19th from 10am-12noon at the Putney Library. Stay tuned for Wednesday 
evenings at the Brooks Memorial Library in Brattleboro starting in March.

Join the conversation! Every time we meet we learn more about ourselves as people and as parents, and we have a broader 
and deeper understanding of the community and world we live in. We are also making new commitments to bring social 
justice conversation and action into our families. This group provides a much needed boost of warmth, creativity, forgive-
ness, support and love for the hard work ahead.

Together we will shape the focus of our chats. What are the conversations we are having in our families about social justice? 
How can we turn those conversations into action? Parents have the opportunity to share their own daily life experiences 
with oppression and privilege and how they communicate with their children about it. We will practice conversations with 
our kids. We will make commitments to taking action and hold each other accountable.

This project is a collaboration between The Putney Public Library and ACT for Social Justice. Bagels & coffee. Childcare is 
provided for kids ages 3 and up. Please RSVP to reserve a spot for your kids.

For more information or to RSVP reply to this email or call 802.254.3400.

Looking forward to continuing this work together.

Here’s to 2017!

~ Angela Berkfield

On March 7, 1965, state troopers brutally assaulted peaceful civil rights marchers in Selma, Alabama. Look back at the events 
of “Bloody Sunday” that shocked millions of Americans and galvanized Congress to pass the Voting Rights Act of 1965:

http://www.history.com/news/selmas-bloody-sunday-50-years-ago

Rep. John Lewis at the Edmund Pettus Bridge, 2015





Reminder about “live parking” during drop off and pick up
Just a friendly reminder that during drop off/pick up times it’s important to keep in mind that drivers should not leave 
their cars unattended in the “live parking” zone (right hand side of driveway adjacent to the school building/glass hallway.)  
Limited visibility due to snow banks, combined with sometimes icy parking lot conditions makes it particularly challeng-
ing to keep everyone safe during the approximately seven minutes of highest congestion during drop off/pick up.  There 
are always adults on hand to shepherd kids in and out of the building, so please help us make this work for everyone by not 
leaving your car unattended unless parked on the other side of the “island.” Thanks!

For Your Calendar
Mon. Jan 16 - NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King Day
Mon. Jan 23 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Inservice

Chess Club Returns!
Former PCS parent/soccer coach/chess guy Dan Foster will be running a 6 week chess club that meets one day a week from 
2:45 - 4:00.  Dates: Jan. 12, 19, 26.  Feb. 2, 9, 16; 2:45-4:00, PCS library.  $60/ six weeks. See Mr. Brooks if you need a schol-
arship. More info: fosterbalance@gmail.com or 387-2480.  Sign up forms are in our front office.

Free fresh produce! 
If your children attend any of the schools in the WSESU School district (Putney Central!) you are welcome to come and 
pick up fresh produce at the Vermont Foodbank’s VeggieVanGo Program at the Windham Regional Career Center! The 1St 
and 3rd Monday of each month from 10:00-11:00am.

 

In his speech of March 25, 1965, Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke of the nation we could become – a 
“society of justice where none would prey upon the weakness of others; a society of plenty where 
greed and poverty would be done away; a society of brotherhood where every man would respect 
the dignity and worth of human personality.”  ~ Morris Dees, Southern Poverty Law Center

https://www.splcenter.org/news/2015/01/19/mlk%E2%80%99s-words-just-relevant-today

MLK Speech at the conclusion of the March on Montgomery, 1965: 
Montgomery https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IIT0ra9-mTc

Robert F. Kennedy’s speech announcing the assasination of MLK:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoKzCff8Zbs


