
PARTICIPATION • RESPECT & RESPONSIBILITY • INTEGRITY & INDEPENDENCE •  DEDICATION • EFFORT & EXCELLENCE

PRIDE update
The newsletter of the Putney Central School • Putney, VT • 802.387-5521 • www.putneycentral.org

February 6,  2015

 ***Dates to Remember ***

Feb 13 - “We Love Our Kids” PTO 
Assembly; “Jump for Heart 2015”

Feb 16-20 - Winter Break

Feb 27 - Winter Sports, Day 5

March 6 - Winter Sports, Day 6

Late Cancellation  
Apologies for the disruption of schedules due to today’s cancellation of Winter 
Sports.  Late yesterday, today’s forecast for Mt. Snow predicted a still-air 
temperature at the base of 17, with 20 mph winds.  When I checked at 9:00 
a.m. today it was -3 at the base, and wind was predicted to pick up to 30 mph, 
which felt, in spite of the great snow, a bit too risky, especially for our younger 
skiers and boarders.  We’ll see if we can’t work something out in terms of a 
make up day, but that, too, will depend on conditions/weather as we get to 
mid-March.  ~ Herve

Immunization Reminder
The current news of a measles outbreak now affecting the country reminds all 
of us that this childhood disease exists. It can be very harmful to children and 
adults, especially individuals with weakened immune systems. There are many 
good reasons to immunize. The MMR, measles, mumps, rubella vaccine can 
be given by your local provider and the Vermont Dept of Health in Brattle-
boro at NO charge. Children attending school on an immunization waiver 
would be excluded from school if we had a measles outbreak. That could be 21 
days or more. Please contact Arlene Scott RN at 387-5521 x 4 with any ques-
tions or concerns. 

Jump Rope for Heart / Hoops for Heart
PCS is joining with the American Heart Association (AHA) to participate in 
Jump Rope For Heart (k-5) and Hoops for Heart (6-8). Both events focus on 

Awards Galore!  It’s been a big week 
for awards here at PCS.  Earlier this week we 
were notified that Analynn Whaley and Jane 
Fenstermaker were recognized as recipients of 
2015 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards!  Please 
see the website for Brattleboro Museum & Art 
Center http://www.brattleboromuseum.org/
education/artandwritingawards-vermont/ for 
details on the exhibit of award winning pieces 
and the awards ceremony. 
 Yet another PCS shout out to Leah 
Toffolon for being among the 2015 Project 
Ignite VT award winners!  The goal of  the 
project is to identify and recognize “innova-
tive and transformative educators in Vermont 
schools.” Leah, along with VT Folklife Center 
volunteer Evie Lovett, supported our 8th 
graders in the creation of their “Portraits of 
Sustainability” multimedia project, which you 
can view on our PCS Youtube channel: https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6MHLiYDg
KavsQI1HNVT14QlBW1wHv9TV  

Congrats to all!

Congrats to Jane and Analynn for being among those recognized 
by the Brattleboro Art Museum’s Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Committee!



FUNdraising for the AHA as well as keeping the heart healthy.  February 13th: PCS Jump-A-Thon: 1:15 pm
February 27th: All fundraising donations are due to Mr. Bristol.  Any questions or concerns please contact Matt Bristol  at 
mbristol@wsesu.org

Last week for our 2015 Food Drive!
We’re a little behind for this year’s PCS Voice4Change Annual Food Drive.  Please send in a few items so that our friends 
and neighbors will have sufficient food to get through this particularly challenging winter.  Some families have had to choose 
between food or fuel this winter, and though the price of heating oil is relatively modest this year, those who heat with wood 
have been hit with substantial price increases, given supply/demand.  Let’s all pitch in and make this a success! 

Putney Food Shelf
The Putney Food Shelf is open for anyone needing help with food. Stop by any Tuesday between 6:00-7:00 pm, or Saturday 
from 9:00-10:00am to supplement your weekly groceries. You do not have to “qualify” your need. We only ask anyone who 
comes to give us numbers on how many they are feeding. The Putney Foodshelf is located in the Putney Community Center 
on Christian Square (side ramp entrance). If you have questions call 387-2120.

All-District Middle School Band
On Saturday, January 31, eighth grader Ari Essunfeld proudly represented PCS in the All-District Middle School Band, 
which performed at Hartford High School in White River Junction. For the second year in a row, Ari was selected to play 
timpani (kettle drums), which he has studied privately with BUHS band director Steve Rice. The band consisted of approxi-
mately 60 students from middle schools throughout Windham and Windsor Counties. Bravo, Ari!

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards
PCS eighth graders Jane Fenstermaker and Analynn Whaley are among this year’s winners of prestigious statewide Scholas-
tic Art & Writing Awards. Jane received a Silver Key award for three photographs (“Forlorn Hope,” “Invisible,” and “Sum-
mertime Sadness”) and an Honorable Mention for a fourth (“It Comes in Waves”). Ana received a Silver Key for her draw-
ing, “Tangled Thoughts.”
 All award-winning artwork by students from throughout Vermont, including Jane and Ana, will be displayed at the 
Brattleboro Museum & Art Center (BMAC) from February 21 to March 7. Jane, Ana, and the other award winners will be 
recognized in an awards ceremony at BMAC on Saturday, March 7 at 12 noon.
 According to BMAC Director Danny Lichtenfeld, over 500 works of art were submitted by students in grades 
7-12 from throughout the state, and fewer than 50 received Gold or Silver Key awards. Of the 79 students who received art 
awards, only 9 are in middle school. Congratulations, Jane and Ana!

Town Meeting Day Fundraiser
Town Meeting is approaching, and so is the opportunity to contribute to the PCS Four Winds Nature program. This pro-
gram brings community volunteers into the K-5 classrooms once a month to teach students practical ecology and take them 
outside on well-loved adventures. Half of our funding comes from our luncheon at town meeting. All you need to do is 
come prepared to enjoy a delicious meal of hearty soups and bread. There will also be an all-day bake sale with treats, coffee, 
and cider. Bake sale contributions, either healthy or decadent, are needed and appreciated. These can be dropped off in the 
PCS office the day before, or brought to town meeting at any time. Thank you all so much for your support!

Girls on the Run (GOTR)
Attention, girls in grades 3, 4 & 5!! Girls on the Run is back this year! GOTR is a fun, engaging after school program that 
helps girls develop emotional, physical and social well-being. This year we will begin meeting the first week of March on 
Tuesdays & Fridays. Registration information will be coming home next week. We’re limited to accepting 15 girls, so be sure 
to register when information comes home. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Amy Nelson amy@whippersnap-
persvt.com

Winter Explorers Vacation Camp
What are you doing the week of February 16 to 20? Bonnyvale Environmental Education Center (BEEC) is hosting a Winter 
Explorers Vacation Camp from 9am - 3pm that week. Come explore winter weather, build snow shelters, create edible art for 
wildlife, follow the tracks of animals, and try out different winter survival strategies. Members $35/day or $150/week, Non-
members $45/day or $200/week. For more information, scholarships and registration, visit www.beec.org



Family Yoga
Putney Moves has a new Family Yoga program, mixing traditional Hatha yoga poses with creative games, positive music, 
art projects and story time. Classes focus on core strength, creative play, healthy communication skills, and an overall 
awareness of health and well being. Children ages 2 and older are invited, and must be accompanied by a parent or care-
giver. The class is held on Saturdays from 11:00-12:15 at Putney Moves, 133 Main Street. To learn more, call 258-8198 or 
visit www.PutneyMoves.com

Tax Time!
United Way Windham County is offering two programs that provide FREE federal and state income-tax preparation 
services to eligible taxpayers: the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program and MyFreeTaxes. For eligible house-
holds earning $53,000 or less per year, a VITA site will be available in Brattleboro where IRS-certified volunteers provide 
FREE tax preparation. UWWC is also partnering with MyFreeTaxes.com, a FREE on-line tool available to eligible house-
holds earning $60,000 or less a year. Call 2-1-1 for more information.

Putney Family Services
Do you have questions about fuel assistance, Medicaid, Medicare, Urgent Care, Social Security Disability Benefits or child 
care financial assistance? Answers to these questions and more can be found at Putney Family Services. Call them at 387-
2120 to learn more.  We’re here to help!!

Shhh... Secret Art Project in process!

Hang in THere!
Spring 2015 starts on Friday, March 20, at 6:46 p.m.!



	  


