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 ***Dates to Remember ***

Feb 4 - Field trip: Grade 8 visits 
BUHS 8:15-1:15

Feb 6 - Winter Sports, Day 4

Feb 16-20 - Winter Break

Feb 27 - Winter Sports, Day 5

March 6 - Winter Sports, Day 6

Rapt Audience 
All eyes are on Don Linden as he 
explains the finer points of 3D 
printing.  We’ve had a 3D printer 
in house since last summer, and it’s 
proven to be a great learning tool.

Immunization Reminder
The current news of a measles outbreak now affecting the country reminds all 
of us that this childhood disease exists. It can be very harmful to children and 
adults, especially individuals with weakened immune systems. There are many 
good reasons to immunize. The MMR, measles, mumps, rubella vaccine can 
be given by your local provider and the Vermont Dept of Health in Brattleboro 
at NO charge. Children attending school on an immunization waiver would 
be excluded from school if we had a measles outbreak. That could be 21 days 
or more. Please contact Arlene Scott RN at 387-5521 x 4 with any questions or 
concerns. 

Jump Rope for Heart / Hoops for Heart
PCS is joining with the American Heart Association (AHA) to participate in 
Jump Rope For Heart (K-5) and Hoops for Heart (6-8). Both events focus on 
FUNdraising for the AHA as well as keeping the heart healthy. More informa-
tion is attached to the bottom of the newsletter and has been sent home with 
students. Fundraising is optional, but students have been strongly encouraged 
to participate as they have learned that is feels good when you help others.
Important dates:
February 13th: PCS Jump-A-Thon: 1:15 pm
February 27th: All fundraising donations are due to Mr. Bristol.
Questions or concerns? Please contact Matt Bristol  at mbristol@wsesu.org

Food Drive
PCS Voice4Change Annual Food Drive has begun. It will run through Febru-
ary 13.Please send your child to school with a non-perishable food item to 
donate. Collection boxes are located in each classroom. Thank you!



Putney Food Shelf
The Putney Food Shelf is open for anyone needing help with food. Stop by any Tuesday between 6:00-7:00pm, or Saturday 
from 9:00-10:00am to supplement your weekly groceries. You do not have to “qualify” your need. We only ask anyone who 
comes to give us numbers on how many they are feeding. The Putney Foodshelf is located in the Putney Community Center 
on Christian Square (side ramp entrance). If you have questions call 387-2120.

Town Meeting Day Fundraiser
Town Meeting is approaching, and so 
is the opportunity to contribute to the 
PCS Four Winds Nature program. This 
program brings community volunteers 
into the K-5 classrooms once a month to 
teach students practical ecology and take 
them outside on well-loved adventures. 
Half of our funding comes from our lun-
cheon at town meeting. All you need to 
do is come prepared to enjoy a delicious 
meal of hearty soups and bread. There 
will also be an all-day bake sale with 
treats, coffee, and cider. Bake sale con-
tributions, either healthy or decadent, 
are needed and appreciated. These can 
be dropped off in the PCS office the day 
before, or brought to town meeting 
at any time. Thank you all so much for 
your support!

Girls on the Run (GOTR)
Attention, girls in grades 3, 4 & 5!! Girls on the Run is back this year! GOTR is a fun, engaging after school program that 
helps girls develop emotional, physical and social well-being. This year we will begin meeting the first week of March on 
Tuesdays & Fridays. Registration information will be coming home next week. We’re limited to accepting 15 girls, so be sure 
to register when information comes home. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Amy Nelson amy@whippersnap-
persvt.com

Winter Explorers Vacation Camp
What are you doing the week of February 16 to 20? Bonnyvale Environmental Education Center (BEEC) is hosting a Winter 
Explorers Vacation Camp from 9am - 3pm that week. Come explore winter weather, build snow shelters, create edible art for 
wildlife, follow the tracks of animals, and try out different winter survival strategies. Members $35/day or $150/week, Non-
members $45/day or $200/week. For more information, scholarships and registration, visit www.beec.org

Tax Time!
United Way Windham County is offering two programs that provide FREE federal and state income-tax preparation ser-
vices to eligible taxpayers: the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program and MyFreeTaxes. For eligible households 
earning $53,000 or less per year, a VITA site will be available in Brattleboro where IRS-certified volunteers provide FREE tax 
preparation. UWWC is also partnering with MyFreeTaxes.com, a FREE on-line tool available to eligible households earning 
$60,000 or less a year. Call 2-1-1 for more information.

Putney Family Services
Do you have questions about fuel assistance, Medicaid, Medicare, Urgent Care, Social Security Disability Benefits or child 
care financial assistance? Answers to these questions and more can be found at Putney Family Services. Call them at 387-
2120 to learn more. They’re here to help!!

A Word About Proficiency Based Learning
For the past several years there has been much talk about a return to a proficiency-based model of assessment.  For those 
of us in the primary and intermediate grades, this is not anything that is particularly new.  For those at the middle and high 
school levels, it does represent a significant change in the way we thought about assessment, at least for the last 15 or 20 
years.

As a kickoff for year two of our Jump Rope For Heart fundraiser The Vernon Elementary Tornados 
jump rope team visited with us this week and put on a great demonstration of their skill. Thanks for 
sharing your enthusiasm for healthy activities!



 Simply put, proficiency based learning enables teachers and students to work more closely at defining those things 
that are essential to know and be able to do (nothing new here), but to assess this learning in a different manner.  Gone will 
be the “A” or the “89”, to be replaced by what are assessments based on what one can demonstrate knowing or being able to 
do.  
 Maine is a step ahead of VT in this realm, and so the VT Agency of Education has contracted with the non-profit 
Great Schools Partnership (http://www.greatschoolspartnership.org/) out of Portland to provide support and guidance for 
district-level teams as we move forward with this work.  
 Our middle school students have already begun the work of crafting Personalized Learning Plans (PLP’s), which is 
considered the first step toward fully implemented Proficiency Based Learning.  Our WSESU team, comprised of members 
from most schools in the district, is participating in a twice-monthly series of seminars and work sessions on the topic, the 
aim of which is be able to move incrementally toward the goal of having our current 7th graders graduate from high school 
with a transcript that reflects their proficiency far more accurately than it does at present.
 Much more to follow on this as time goes on, but do visit the Great Schools site and see what our neighbors to the 
east have been working on for the past few years.  ~ Herve

Our “On Campus” Winter Sports group was at it again this week, sledding and snowboarding on the hill out by the pool. 
 Can you tell that these kids love winter?!  ~ Matt Bristol photos


