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     FFA is a national youth leader-
ship organization for students inter-
ested in the science, technology 
and business of agriculture.  There 
are well over 650,000 members in 
the United States, with chapters in 
every state, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands.  New Hampshire is 
home to 12 FFA chapters at high 
schools across the state, with Win-
nisquam having one of the most 
active.  WRMS has the only middle 
school FFA chapter in the Granite 
State. 
     FFA teaches students skills 
needed in every walk of life - lead-
ership, teamwork, communication, 
responsibility, public speaking, etc.  
Students develop these abilities 
gradually, through participation in  
meetings, leadership development 
workshops, conventions and social 
activities.  
     In order to participate in FFA at 
the high school level, students must 
enroll in agriculture classes.  These 
classes are not about farming,  

 

although students do learn an ap-
preciation for this most basic and 
necessary of industries.  Instead, 
classes encompass topics such 
as greenhouse management, flo-
ral design, animal health, han-
dling and behavior, forest man-
agement, aquaculture and wildlife 
management.  
     At the middle school level, stu-
dents are learning about ag in 
small doses.  The group meets on 
a weekly basis, and participants  
engage in fun yet educational pro-
jects.  These may include floral 
design, maple syrup production, 
ice cream and cider making, ani-
mal behavior, and plant propaga-
tion among other topics. 
     FFA has been a life-changing 
experience for hundreds of thou-
sands of students during its 90 
year history.  Members discover a 
source of pride, a sense of       
belonging and a strong purpose, 
all while making friends and hav-
ing fun! 

Students learn about a variety of agricultural  subjects 

through applied projects 



     Meanwhile, Mr. Petrun’s Ag Science & 
Technology classes have been studying live-
stock.  Lessons have focused on animal be-
havior and handling, with trips to  the Swain 
and Dusty Chance farms.  Students were able 
to put their knowledge of cattle to the test dur-
ing the dairy judging event at Deerfield Fair.     
     In Natural Resources, the class has been 
learning about timber stand management.  
Students are being taught about all of the 
equipment and skills needed to manage a  
forest.  In the near future, they will be visiting a 
fish hatchery to gather information about the 
spawning of trout as well as  the technical 
challenges of raising fish. 

 

Participation Info 

      

   Class Acts: High School Agriculture 
     Ms. Rosequist’s Animal & Plant Science class 
has been busy with some new initiatives this se-
mester!  At least once per week, the students 
visit Dusty Chance Farm in Northfield to work 
with the five horses stabled there.  They’ve also 
being volunteering in pairs at the Franklin Animal 
Shelter, to help cover the Thursday night rush.  
In addition, they’ve assisted with a fund raiser 
and are meeting with shelter representatives to 
explore other ways the class can help out while 
learning about small animal care and behavior. 
     Class members are also responsible for man-
aging one of the hydroponic systems in the 
school’s greenhouse.  Students work with either 
the hydroponic table or one of the vertical units. 

     The WRMS FFA Chapter meets on Thursdays 
after school until 4:00.  Students gather in Room 
20 at the middle school and then are escorted over 
to the high school’s Agricultural Center.  Parents 
must pick students up at the Ag Center by 4:00, 
and are always welcome to come in and see what 
the group is doing! 
     Each week a new project is launched, and stu-
dents often go home with a product, whether that 
be a floral arrangement, apple cider, maple syrup 
or a dog toy.  Once a month, the group joins the 
high school FFA members for their meeting and 
activities.  In this way, middle school students see 
how an FFA meeting is properly run (using parlia-

mentary law) and interact with older role mod-
els in a positive, wholesome setting. 
     Snacks are provided to the students every 
week, and field trips are occasionally taken on 
the Ag Bus.  There is no cost to students.  All 
projects, trips, food and activities are com-
pletely free of charge! 
     If your child is interested in participating in 
FFA, please have him/her sign up in the mid-
dle school guidance office. Email Maria 
VanderWoude at 
mvanderwoude@wrsdsau59.org  or call the Ag 
Center at 286-4531, ext. 1400, with questions! 


