
Wray School District RD-2 
Board of Education 

May 17, 2010 
 
Val Meredith called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 
Members present were Hoff, Lapp, Meredith, Sullivan, and Weaver.  
 
Others present were Mark Maksimowicz, Don Crow, Rosie Jones, TC Travis, Frank 
Reeves, Art Wright, Cliff Merritt, Greg Fruhwirth, Jen Witzel, Jeff Collins, Krystle 
Jankovsky, Dee Blecha, Lisa Walter, Rhonda Gronewold, Mary Fecht, Kim Latoski, Jess 
Buller, M. Sue Jarrett, and Bernie Jay. 
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Lapp moved to approve the agenda with page numbering 
changes, the addition of Karen Merritt’s resignation, and BB racers volunteers.  Hoff 
seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Hoff moved to approve the minutes from the April 13, 2010 special board meeting, the 
April 19, 2010 regular board meeting, and the April 23, 2010 special board meeting.  
Sullivan seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Under audience communications, Ms. Gronewold thanked all of the coaches that she has 
worked with at the newspaper.  She also thanked the board for its cooperation as well as 
Mrs. Jones and Ms. Ruyle for always getting the board minutes to her in a timely manner. 
 
Under business service reports, Mrs. Jones presented the cash balances for the end of 
the month, the checks that went out for the month, and the transportation report for the 
month.   Mrs. Sullivan stated that she didn’t understand how looking at the checks that 
went out would help the board to be fiscally responsible.  Mrs. Jones suggested a 
meeting be held between her and Mrs. Sullivan so she could find out what kind of reports 
would help her understand the financial situation better.   
 
Under administrative team updates, Dr. Maksimowicz reported that the retirement 
reception that was held on Friday, May 14th had a good turnout.  There were numerous 
awards presented at the WHS awards assembly night.  Mr. Reeves reported that all three 
shows of the drama production that were held on May 14th-16th were fantastic with a great 
turnout for all three shows.  He stated that Mrs. Uyemura should be congratulated on her 
work.   
 
Under Teacher’s Association Update, Mrs. Blecha stated that the association was looking 
closely at the implications state senate bill 191, regarding teacher principal evaluations,  
will have on the school district.  She feels the law was changed for the better because 
more of the evaluation is based on the students longitudal growth.  She said the 
governor is setting up a commission to implement the new law and it will take five years 
to go into effect.  Mrs. Blecha also reported that the Wray chapter received two awards 
from the regional council meeting for increased membership. 
 
Under Board Reports/Requests, Mr. Meredith reported that BOCES approved the special 
education fee waiver that was proposed last month.  This means the district will have an 
additional $48,000 has been accounted for in 2010-2011 budget.  He also stated that Mr. 
Marty Bassett, the new superintendent, would like to set up some meetings this summer.  



He will be meeting with Dr. Maksimowicz and Mr. Crow in June and would like to have a 
work session with the board in August.  Mr. Meredith would like to set up a year ending 
work session with the administrative team to talk about evaluations, finances, and the 
audit along with some other topics.  He would like to get feedback from the 
administrative team to see how the board is doing.  Mrs. Jones stated there is a climate 
survey that has been distributed to the staff and she would provide the board, at their 
work session, a draft of a board survey.   
 
Mr. Lapp reported on the Ag Advisory Committee meeting.  Mr. Clapper announced his 
resignation at the meeting and the committee would like to have some members on the 
interview committee for the new ag advisor.  Several students also inquired whether the 
new ag advisor, if hired before then, could accompany them to the state convention in 
June.  Mr. Reeves stated that he will include some members from the Ag Advisory 
Committee on the interview committee and if a new ag advisor is hired before the 
conference, he would like to see him or her attend the conference.  Mrs. Sullivan asked if 
Mr. Clapper was included in the retirement reception because of his years with the 
district.  Mrs. Jones stated that the buildings hold parties for exiting staff. 
 
Under the Superintendent’s Report, Dr. Maksimowicz Stated that Mr. Bassett would be 
starting the transition process.  He also reminded everyone of the wired for safety 
presentation that would be taking place later that night.  There is also a presentation for 
the students during the school day on Tuesday, May 18th.  He also reminded the board of 
the following end of year activities:  Seniors last day of school May 19th, eighth grade last 
day of school May 24th; BMS awards assembly May 24th; eighth grade promotion May 
25th; WHS commencement May 19th.  
 
Under Action Items, Hoff moved to approve the consent agenda items as presented, 
including the cash and financial reports, the employment of Alex Merritt and Nicole 
Reeves; the resignation of Jay Clapper, Karen Merritt, and Maria Neff; and BBracer 
volunteers Doug Buchanan, Chad Deyle, Maggie Freeman, and Doreen Pecar.  Lapp 
seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Hoff moved to approve the classified staff recommendations.  Lapp seconded.  All 
members voted AYE. 
 
Mrs. Jones stated the timeline for the budget process was to approve the preliminary 
budget in May; post public notice of the budget at city hall, in the paper, and possibly on 
the website; adopt in June to allow for spending.  The district has until December to file 
the official budget with the Colorado Department of Education.  Lapp moved to approve 
the preliminary budget.  Hoff seconded.  All members voted AYE.  
 
Mrs. Jankovsky presented IKF the graduation requirements policy changes that the 
graduation committee proposed.  The committee would like to increase the graduation 
requirements for science by one year, add one year to fine arts, and reduce the elective 
requirement by one.  Mr. Meredith and Ms. Weaver raised concerns about requiring 
students take another year of science if they are not on the college track.  Hoff moved to 
approve IKF and IKF-R.  Sullivan seconded.  All members voted NAY. 
 
Ms. Weaver questioned the JKD-JKE policy and the percentage taken off of the students 
grades when they are facing suspension or expulsion from school.  Mr. Reeves will take 
the policy to the staff to clarify for her.  Hoff moved to approve policies JICDA and JK on 



second reading and JKD-JKE and JLCDA on first reading.  In addition, she moved to 
table JKD-JKE-E and JKD-JKE-R until next month.  Lapp seconded.  All members voted 
AYE. 
 
Lapp moved to allow the code change of the Code of Conduct policy from JFC-R to JIC-
R.  Hoff seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Lapp moved to make the code for the Student Withdrawal from School/Dropouts policy 
be JFC-R.  Hoff seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Hoff moved to approve the Peer Counseling Retreat and Elitches trip request, the state 
FFA convention/camping trip request, and the Boulder Boulder racers trip request.  Lapp 
seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Hoff moved to approve the out of district student request for Kate Kamla to attend 
kindergarten in Wray.  Lapp seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Mrs. Witzel stated that kids at BMS had voted to change the colors to purple and she also 
received an overwhelmingly positive response from the staff and parents to change.  She 
said the only expense would be to refinish the gym floor, which is under an insurance 
claim, and the changing of the sports uniforms.  Mr. Collins said the transition would be 
made over a five year period, one sport at a time.  He also stated that the district would 
benefit with the fundraisers that are held because BMS parents would want to purchase 
the purple eagle apparel to wear to the BMS sporting events.  Hoff moved to approve the 
color change.  Lapp seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Dr. Maksimowicz discussed the race to the top phase II grant which the state will be 
applying for later this year.  The school districts will be required to agree to everything 
the state proposes, but if the district does not agree to it, we can withdraw from the 
process.  Hoff moved to participate in the race to the top phase II grant.  Lapp seconded.  
All members voted AYE. 
 
Hoff moved to approve the Head Start continuing grant application.  Lapp seconded.  All 
members voted AYE. 
 
Mr. Merritt informed the board that there is a bus engine that will need to be replaced but 
may be under warranty.  He is working with them on getting this expense paid. 
 
Dr. Maksimowicz gave a wind turbine update.  He and Mrs. Jones have been talking with 
the school district’s attorney regarding the new agreement that is being worked out with 
EWT and the district.  Mr. Wright also reported that there is an issue with the computer 
with blade two of the turbine. 
 
Under information only, the board was provided with a thank you letter from the Wray 
Chamber of Commerce for the district renewing its membership as well as thank you 
letters for the board for the staff appreciation water bottles.   
 
Mrs. Witzel reminded the board about the eighth grade promotion and stated she would 
like them to meet at 6:30 p.m. at the middle school.  Mr. Reeves stated that the WHS 
commencement will be on Saturday, May 29th at 10:30 a.m. and he would like the board to 
meet at the office so he can give them a list of who they will be handing diplomas to.  Mr. 



Meredith and Ms. Weaver, as the president and secretary of the board, will need to sign 
the diplomas.   
 
Mr. Crow reported on the third grade CSAP report/school preference framework.  He 
reminded the board that these were not official results for the CASP.  He stated that the 
biggest gap was reported between the minority and majority students.  Ms. Weaver 
stated she was surprised at the results, but Mr. Crow stated he wasn’t overly surprised.  
Longitudal reports will be included once the official results come into the district. 
 
Mrs. Latoski stated that the WHS FFA crops team had qualified for the national FFA 
conference in October. 
 
Future agenda items include board/administrative team retreat (schedule a date), 
handbooks approval, and accountability committee reports. 
 
At 7:12 p.m., Hoff moved to adjourn the meeting.  Lapp seconded.  All members voted 
AYE. 
 
 
 
 
 


