
Wray School District RD-2 
Board of Education 

March 15, 2010 
 
Dana Hoff called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Members present were Hoff, Lapp, Sullivan, and Weaver.  Meredith arrived late. 
 
Others present were Mark Maksimowicz, Don Crow, Rosie Jones, TC Travis, Jen Witzel, 
Frank Reeves, Art Wright, Cliff Merritt, Greg Fruhwirth, Jeff Collins, Shirlie Freytag, Rick 
Ward, Krystle Jankovsky, James DePue, Nikki Gelvin, Rhonda Gronewold, Dee Blecha, 
Brook Zuege, Laurie Clemons, Peg Jones, Ron Graton, Paula Abbott. 
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Weaver moved to approve the minutes from February 8, 
2010 regular board meeting.  Sullivan seconded.  Hoff, Lapp, Sullivan, and Weaver voted 
AYE. 
 
Under audience communication, Brook Zuege, a state FCCLA state officer spoke.  She 
wanted to thank the board for all the financial assistance and other support they have 
given throughout the school year.  She stated that she would like to use the experiences 
she has gained as a state officer throughout her college career and beyond.  The biggest 
thing she has learned is to not be afraid to ask questions. 
 
Ms. Paula Abbott from Morgan Community College’s (MCC) Wray Center gave a 
presentation on the sophomore scholars program.  This is a program where any high 
school junior or senior can take college level courses for college and high school 
credits.  The cost for a three credit course is $294.50 per student and the high school 
pays for this up front and if the student does not get a C or better, the parents pay for the 
course.  MCC reimburses the high school $500 for facility use per semester.  In addition, 
for each student that graduates WHS with 30 credit hours from MCC, MCC pays WHS 
$200.  These credits will transfer to most Colorado Colleges and the students that 
participate in this program are among the top transfer students.  Ms. Abbott stated that 
she sees this as a long term program. 
 
Ms. Nikki Gelvin came to update the board on the Pennies for Patients program that 
WHS, BMS, and WES participated in from January 25th to February 12th.  WHS, BMS, and 
WES made this into a friendly competition, with the winner getting a reward at the end.  
The high school held several different events where they raised money.  One event was 
to donate money to be able to wear a hat for a day.  In another event, the students 
donated cookies and then they sold them and made $175.  Overall the Wray school 
district raised $3303.21 with WHS raising $768.33, BMS raising $890.34, and WES raising 
$1,644.54.  $2,412.87 of the money raised was given to the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society and $890.34 of the money was given to the Steckman family to help with their 
mounting medical costs.  As a reward for winning the competition, the elementary will be 
enjoying a movie at the Cliff Cultural Community Center on Friday, March 19th.   
 
Dr. Maksimowicz discussed the newly formed student safety committee.  This committee 
was started in November and consists of the building principals, counselors, Don Crow, 
Wray police chief Adam Srsen, Hollie Hillman from the Northeastern Colorado Health 
Department, Kim Collins from Centennial Mental Health, and Jodi Kramer from the Wray 
Community District Hospital.  The focus of the group has been to create an assembly for 



the students and parents that covers sexual harassment, texting, and the various social 
networking sites on the internet.  Mr. Reeves and Mrs. Witzel went to a meeting where 
Michelle Long, the director of the High Plains Sexual Assault Center was giving a 
presentation.  They would like for her to come to Wray and give an assembly for 9-12 
grades that would cover date rape, what consent is, and wired for safety with a kids 
angle.  She would like to use Wray resources, such as the police department and health 
department, in her presentation.  Mr. Reeves said the school would like to have a 
presentation for the adults called wired for safety for the parents the night before the 
assembly for the students.  They would like to hold this assembly in April and anyone 
who does not want to participate can opt out of the assembly.  Ms. Weaver asked if there 
would be an assembly for the younger kids and Mrs. Freytag stated that Lisa Walters will 
be doing an internet safety presentation for her students at BMS after spring break.  After 
April, the committee will be planning on events to hold next year. 
 
Mr. Ron Graton introduced himself to the board as a candidate for Colorado House 
District 63.  He presented them will a list of supporters and told them what he would do 
to limit the government.  He stated he would like their support. 
 
Under Business Service Reports, Mrs. Jones stated that the cash disbursement and 
summary reports have been provided for the board in their board packets.   
 
Under Administrative Team Updates, Mr. Crow discussed the cultural awareness night 
that the ELL will be hosting to meet the Title I funding requirement of parental 
involvement.  This will be held on Monday, May 3rd and there will be a roasted hog as well 
as ethnic food.  There will also be presentations in Spanish, Afrikaan, German, English, 
and a Japanese exchange student will also be giving a presentation.  In addition, Mrs. 
Jankovsky will be giving a presentation on the post secondary options and career 
opportunities in second languages.  As of now, there are 30 parent volunteers for this 
event.  
 
Mrs. Jones spoke about the health insurance coming up for renewal on April 15th.  A 
survey was sent out to the staff to get their input on the type of insurance they would like 
to have.  A majority that have responded stated that they consider it to be a part of their 
wages and the less money they have to spend out of their pocket, the better it would be.  
The district was recently approached to become a part of the Yuma County Government 
Trust to combine health insurance plans.  The businesses that are involved in this trust 
are small employers with high claims and the district is a big employer with low claims, 
so this is why they would like the district to join the trust.  The low claims would bring 
down the average of claims and would reduce the costs for these businesses.  Right now 
the district belongs to a united ppo where all the employee pays for is a co-pay.  
However, next year, MRI’s, ambulance, and CT Scan co-pays will be increased.  The 
downfall of the current plan is that chronically ill patients will have to continue to pay 
$600 each time they are put into the hospital until they reach the $3000 limit.   
 
Under Teachers’ Association Update, Mr. James DePue reported that the association 
appreciates the dialogue with the board regarding the budget cuts after the budget work 
session that was on Monday, March 1st.  The association would like for the board to 
retain the current ratio of teachers to students.  They hope to have an input into cuts that 
are made and will put together some ideas to bring to the April board meeting. 
 



Under Board Reports and Requests, Ms. Weaver stated that the Beecher Island Historical 
Society is looking to get funding and would like for her to write a letter of support to the 
Colorado Historical Society.  She asked the board if they would like her to write a letter 
on the board’s behalf or if she should write it from herself.  The board agreed to have her 
write the letter on their behalf and she will email it to the board members for their 
approval. 
 
Under the Superintendent’s Report, Dr. Maksimowicz informed the board that he received 
the background checks on the superintendent finalists and he would be giving them to 
the board members during the executive session for their review.  There are ten 
applicants for the position and the board met with CASB representative George Straface 
on Saturday March 6th to narrow that list down to a top three or four.  On April 9th at 2:30 
p.m. the finalists will tour the district and the town and at 7:00 p.m., there will be a 
community gathering in the auditorium where the audience will be able to ask questions 
and rate the candidates.  Saturday, April 10th will be the formal interviews with the board 
of education and the two committees made up of teachers, certified staff, parents, 
students, and community leaders.  The week of April 12th, the board will make the 
announcement of the new superintendent at a special board meeting. 
 
Under Action Items, Lapp moved to accept the cash and disbursements along with the 
following employment, substitutes, and volunteers:  Dee Blecha, BMS head track coach; 
Steve Huerta BMS assistant track coach; Levi Kramer BMS assistant track coach; Eric 
Oestman BMS assistant track coach; Susie Allen and Genevieve Cure as substitutes; 
Chris Rose as volunteer.  Sullivan seconded.  Hoff, Lapp, Sullivan, and Weaver voted 
AYE. 
 
Lapp moved to adopt policies AED School District Accreditation, GC Professional Staff, 
and GCA-E-1 Alternative Teacher Contract.  Weaver seconded.  Hoff, Lapp, Sullivan, and 
Weaver voted AYE. 
 
Sullivan moved to allow the kindergarten to close on April 30th for kindergarten roundup.  
Lapp seconded.  Hoff, Lapp, Sullivan, and Weaver voted AYE. 
 
Weaver moved to approve the State FBLA field trip request to Vail.  Sullivan seconded.  
Hoff, Lapp, Sullivan, and Weaver voted AYE. 
 
Sullivan moved to approve the purchase of memorial plaques by the class of 89 for Dusty 
Wall and Janet Rasmusson to be placed in the memorial display.  Lapp seconded.  Hoff, 
Lapp, Sullivan, and Weaver voted AYE. 
 
Under Discussion items, Dr. Maksimowicz gave an update on the budget reduction 
process.  He continues to monitor the budget that the state legislature is working on.  
The most recent update from the Colorado Department of Education is the governor’s 
office predicts the cuts will be 6.31 percent and the Joint Budget Committee in the 
legislature recommends an 8.77 percent cut.  He stated the March forecast will be a 
better indicator of where the legislature may be. 
 
On March 8th Dr. Maksimowicz, Mrs. Jones, Ms. Weaver, and Mr. Meredith met with an 
EWT representative who came to visit all of the U.S. turbine sites.  Dr. Maksimowicz 
stated that EWT wants to sell turbines, but before they can do this, they want to make 
sure their current customers are satisfied and will be sending their inspector to Wray on 



Friday, March 19th to look at the turbine.  After this inspection, EWT will present a plan to 
get the turbine operating and an agreement for the district to sign.  The school district 
will consult legal counsel before the agreement is signed.  EWT has paid the outstanding 
crane bill from August 2009.   
 
Dr. Maksimowicz presented four policies that CASB recommends be revised.  He stated 
that the principals and administrators have gone through these policies.  These are 
JICDA Code of Conduct, JICI Weapons in School, JK Student Discipline, and JK-R 
Student Discipline.  Mr. Crow stated that the JICI Weapons in School policy needs to be 
revised and submitted to CDE in April so the district does not lose accreditation.  CDE is 
aware that the district is reviewing it and have said a delay is okay.  The board will look at 
this policy at the special board meeting in April so it will be done as soon as possible.  
These policies will be brought before the Board for first reading at the next Board 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Collins presented the 2010-2011 BMS sports schedules to the board.  He said that all 
the schedules are more balanced between home and away games.   Sterling, Ft. Morgan, 
and Brush may not be on the schedule after budget cuts are made because these 
schools are looking at possibly doing intramural sports for their junior highs.  Football is 
starting on August 9th, which is a week before the high school and will allow for the high 
school coaches to work with them before their practices start.  This will be done so they 
can get the practices in that are needed before the first game on August 24th.  There is 
only one game that conflicts with the high school in volleyball and that game will be held 
at BMS instead of the high school.  BMS will not be participating in the volleyball 
tournament in Holyoke this year because of the entry costs, but they will still be 
participating in the Goodland tournament.  Wrestling schedules were changed so they 
would start at 4 p.m. instead of 2 p.m. so less class time will be missed and Wray will be 
hosting the league tournament again.  Track will be similar to this year and there will be 
entrant fees taken to help with the costs. 
 
Under Information Only, Mrs. Fecht provided the Yuma County Head Start policy council 
briefs for the board. 
 
Mrs. Travis presented information on an automated call system.  This is a system that 
has been used a great deal by other districts and was started after Columbine occurred.  
Not only can this be used when the school has a weather related closure or delay, it has 
the capability of doing mass emails to cut down on the costs of mailing such things as 
eligibility progress reports and notices about parent teacher conferences.  This call 
system can also be utilized when there is an emergency at the school, such as a lock 
down situation.  In this case, the system would call all of the numbers the school has on 
file for that student so the message reaches who needs it.  The system integrates well 
with powerschool and is updated every night.  The cost would be between two and three 
dollars per student.  There would be a net savings of around $8,000.00.  It would also be 
a time saving feature for the secretaries.  TC would like to test out the three companies 
she has narrowed it down to with the secretaries and see which they prefer. 
 
The school board received a thank you note from WRAC for paying the districts portion 
of the property tax they as they requested. 
 
Mr. DePue received a $1,000 grant from the Colorado Biology Teachers’ Association for 
metric balances.  Mr. DePue stated that the grant was originally for $500, but because of 



the research students were doing they received $500 more.  Mr. Reeves stated that Mr. 
DePue is a finalist for the Colorado Biology Teachers’ Association teacher of the year 
award.  They were out to observe him in the classroom and told Mr. Reeves that they 
were impressed. 
 
Also under information, the board received a letter from State Representative Cory 
Gardner asking for input in budget cuts that the legislature is having to undertake this 
year.  
 
Before taking a ten minute recess at 8:08 p.m., the board set a special board meeting for 
Tuesday, April 13th at 5:30 p.m.  At this meeting, they will announce the superintendent 
selection, discuss the budget reduction, insurance renewals, administrative and teacher 
contracts, and the CASB policy revision of JICI weapons in schools. 
 
Mr. Meredith called the meeting back to order at 8:19 p.m.  At 8:20 p.m. Mr. Meredith 
moved the board go into executive session for the purpose of discussions relating to 
personnel matters as authorized by C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(f).  This matter involves 
superintendent search, selection of candidates.  Those present at the outset of the 
executive session shall be members of the board of education and the superintendent.  
Hoff seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
The board came out of executive session at 10:03 p.m. 
 
At 10:04 p.m. Weaver moved to adjourn the meeting.  Hoff seconded.  All members voted 
AYE. 
 
 


