
Wray School District RD-2 
Board of Education 
January 21, 2013 

 
Val Meredith called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Members present were Dodsworth, Lapp, Meredith, Sullivan, and Weaver.  
 
Others present were Richard Spencer, Rosie Jones, Greg Fruhwirth, Kirk Salmela, Julie 
Sumpter, Kent Rose, James DePue, TC Travis, Lisa Walter, Lauren Soehner, Riley Williams, 
Maddie Soehner, Dana Rose, Wendy Keeler, Curt Keeler, Brieahna Keeler, Dee Blecha, Alison 
Barsan, Jennifer Minnick, Eric Oestman, and Bonnie Stults.  
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Weaver moved to approve the agenda with the additions of Karla 
Campos and Renae Dotson under employment and removing superintendent evaluation and 
superintendent contract under action items. Sullivan seconded.  All members voted AYE.   
 
Lapp moved to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2012 regular board meeting.  Weaver 
seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Under Audience Communication, Mrs. Lisa Walter and Mr. Riley Williams gave a demonstration 
on Ed Modo, the educational software that they have been using in their classrooms.  Mrs. 
Walter and Mr. Williams learned about the free software at a conference that they attended 
previously.  Mrs. Walter shared that in her classroom, students are given discussion topics 
relating to the day’s lesson and she is able to learn how much the students gained from the 
lesson and what needs to be reviewed the following day.  Students are also able to turn in 
paperless assignments and take paperless tests as well as receive instant feedback.  Teachers 
are able to grade papers from anywhere there is a computer with internet access.   
 
Brieahna Keeler, a 5th grade student shared that in her journalism class with Mrs. Walter, one 
assignment was to read a kid’s article, create a post about the article and post comments about 
another student’s article.  She shared that it is a great way to communicate with fellow 
classmates.   
 
Maddie Soehner, 7th grade student, shared with the board that Ed Modo offers a place to save 
documents, research and videos that are accessible on any computer with internet access.  Ed 
Modo also offers a planner that shows future assignments that may be due.  Maddie also 
shared that there is a parent log in so parents can see how their student is doing in class and 
may communicate directly with the teacher.   
 
Paige Beckman, an 8th grade student shared with the board via video that she appreciates Ed 
Modo for the simple fact that it helps prepare students for college, as many colleges are using 
software similar to this.  Mr. Williams shared that he is able to store all his media, word 
documents, assignments and other teacher resources in the library for easy access.  This saves 
time in the classroom.  He is also able to collaborate with other social studies teachers around 
the world.   
 
Ms. Alisan Barsan and Ms. Jennifer Minnick, Language Arts teachers at BMS, proposed adding 
a writing period for the middle school students.  Currently, Language Arts consists of 48 minutes 
packed with writing, grammar, reading, and spelling.  The students are stifled in reading and 
writing.  By offering a writing class the teachers’ goal is to have the students read, write and 



communicate the English language comfortably and confidently.  The class would touch on the 
five genres of writing:  narrative, persuasive, instructional, explanative, and descriptive.  The 
writing class would have a financial impact on the district, as an additional teacher would need 
to be hired for the position.  Ms. Rose shared that she feels the writing class is ideal for the 
success of our students.  Mr. Eric Oestman also voiced his support for the class.  He shared 
that he teaches students how to write nonfiction papers during his science class, which takes 
away from teaching science standards.  A writing class would be helpful to all teachers.    
 
Under Business Service Reports, Mrs. Jones shared that the BMS re-roofing project has been 
closed out and final expenditures for the wrestling room project were paid.  She also shared that 
the state equalization payment in December was adjusted from the final October Student Count 
bringing in an increase of $43,000 to the budget. 
 
Under Leadership Team Updates, Mr. Fruhwirth shared the elementary school is testing in 
WIDA, a federally aligned testing for language acquisition.   
  
Dr. Salmela shared that parent teacher conferences for the middle school are February 11-12, 
2013. 
 
Mrs. Sumpter shared that the students who failed the first semester of classes are receiving 
interventions and working toward credit recovering utilizing programs such as Aleks Math and 
Odyssey Ware. 
 
Teachers Association, Mr. DePue shared that he attended the final session of Theory in to 
Practice conference.  He is excited to share the information gained with fellow colleagues.  Mrs. 
Blecha shared that she and Mr. DePue have been asked to be part of the BOCES presentation 
on Monday, January 28, 2013.   
 
Under Board Reports and Requests, Mr. Lapp gave a quick review of the board retreat that took 
place in Burlington on January 4-5, 2013.  The board was able to discuss different practices and 
different topics.  Ms. Ginger Weaver mentioned that she appreciated the time spent visiting with 
the principals.  Mr. Meredith shared that Mr. Spencer’s evaluation was completed during the 
retreat and direction was given by the board regarding goals and other responsibilities.  The 
evaluation and contract approval will be made at the April or May board meeting along with 
other leadership team evaluations and contracts.   
 
Under Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Spencer reminded the board of the BOCES dinner and 
meeting on January 28, 2013 beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Spencer shared the timeline that he 
envisions for the hiring of the WHS principal and asked for board suggestions.    
 
Under Action Items, Lapp moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Sullivan 
seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Dodsworth motioned to approve the fiscal year 2012-2013 Official Budget/Uniform Budget.  
Lapp seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Dodsworth motioned to approve the FFA oyster fry and member fundraiser.   Lapp seconded.  
All members voted AYE. 
 
Lapp moved to approve that the February board meeting be rescheduled to February 25th, 
2013.  Weaver seconded. All members voted AYE. 



 
Weaver moved to approve the designation of board notice postings and the official newspaper 
to remain the same.  Lapp seconded.  All members voted AYE.   
 
Weaver moved to approve the closing the Head Start and Preschool on March 4, 2013 to allow 
for the annual Child Find to take place.  Lapp seconded.   All members voted AYE.   
 
Lapp motioned to approve the first reading of the Graduation Requirements policy.  Weaver 
seconded.  All members voted AYE. 
 
Weaver motioned to approve the early release and snow day in December.  Lapp seconded.  
All members voted AYE. 
 
Under Information, thank you notes from various staff members were shared with the board.  
Mr. Spencer shared the award letter from Kitzmiller-Bales Trust.  The Unified Improvement Plan 
was also shared as a working document.   
 
Under Discussion, Mr. Spencer quickly shared that the wind turbine produced 230,968 kWh in 
December and January production is currently at 184,972 kWh.   
 
Under Future Agenda Items/Other, Mr. Spencer shared that the next board work session will be 
February 4, 2013 beginning at 5:00 p.m. and the  next regular board meeting is scheduled for 
February 25, 2013 beginning at 6:00 p.m.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 


