
 

Upcoming Events 

 

Monday & Tuesday January 6th &7th   

High touch, high tech, Grade 2 

 

 

Tuesday, January 7th  

Principal Chat, “the Common Core at 

Dolbeare” 7pm, library 

 

 

Tuesday, January 7th  

PTO Meeting, 7:30pm 

 

 

Wednesday, January 8th  

Lowell Mills, Grade 4 

 

 

Thursday, January 9th  

(Rescheduled) Community Budget 

Forum, 7:00-8:30pm at Woodville 

 

 

Monday, January 13th 

Student Council, 8am 

 

 

Tuesday, January 14th 

School Council, 8am 

 

 

Wednesday, January 15th  

Community Budget Forum, 7:00-

8:30pm at Dolbeare 

 

 

Monday, January 20th 

No School, MLK Day 

 

 

Friday, January 24th  

Kindergarten Report Cards 

 

 

Monday, January 27th 

Kindergarten Changeover 
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Dolbeare Travels South— 

Welcome back children and families!  I hope everyone had a wonderful, rest-

ful vacation and two extra snow days.   

Dr. Hughes greeted children arriving in snow boots and 

leggings this morning by saying ‘buenos dias’.  It didn’t 

take long until the children guessed the country of the 

month, Mexico!   

Research Corner: Top performers—What are 

schools doing to support advanced students? 

Public Schools across the country are committed to ensuring all students are 

learning and achieving, but parents of high achieving students sometimes 

worry their child’s needs are overlooked for struggling peers.  At Dolbeare, 

we are taking extra strides to ensure each student’s educational program-

ming aligns to their specific strengths and weaknesses.   

Continued on page 2…. 

Parent Survey — Let your voice be heard! 

Thank you to all the parents who have already filled out out the parent sur-

vey!  If you haven’t already, it isn’t too late- click here or visit 

our website.  The parent survey aims to capture a snapshot 

image of what you value about our school and how you think 

we are doing in educating your child.  The survey includes 

only 10 questions and all parents, guardians and readers of 

Dolbeare on the Move are welcome to participate.    

Important Dates —  
Kindergarten Registration — January 27th, 28th and 29th.   

 

Community Budget Forums — January 9th, 7:00-8:30pm 

(Woodville) and January 15th, 7:00-8:30pm (Dolbeare).   

Parents are welcome to attend either. Click here or visit our 

website to see the agenda.    

Passport Program — 

During the month of January, all 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders will participate 

in the first of three global reflection lessons.  Under the direction of Dr. 

Hughes, children will engage in a 45-minute lesson to deepen their under-

standing and knowledge of the five countries we have studied 

thus far this academic year.  Through technology and small 

group activities, we will connect with people around the world 

and learn more about culture, language and geography world-

wide.  At the end of each lesson, children will document their 

travels with stamps in their passport.   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XBM39G8
http://dolbeare.wakefield.k12.ma.us/Pages/WPSDolbeare_News/08506F83-007EA7AB.0/Community%20Forums%20Agenda.pdf


Here are three ways we are continuing to support our advanced students :   

 Scaffolded Instruction.  The CCSS provides a framework for us to personalize our instruction.  All children need time 

to be introduced to new concepts and ideas, however, not all children need the same lessons or supports.  So, lessons 

are tweaked to ensure that students of all levels are growing and challenged.  For example, students who are reading 

above grade level may be engaging in complex tasks requiring them to compare and contrast while peers are still 

learning to comprehend.  Children also need different opportunities and time to master new skills.  Spelling lessons, 

math problems and other assignments are increasingly personalized to stretch and support learners of all levels 

within the same classroom. 

 Intervention.  As new material is introduced, staff monitor student progress both through formal assessments and 

informal daily activities.  Some students need ‘second or third dosages’ of new material.  Other students need to be 

stretched and build upon mastered skills.  Through flexible grade level scheduling, we insert intervention blocks to 

ensure all types of learners  are progressing appropriately. 

 Enrichment.  Throughout the year we partner with the PTO, local businesses and non-profit organizations to intro-

duce various enrichment to further challenge high performing students.  Some enrichment activities include intro-

ductory computer programming, online math league and advanced reading groups.   

 

Join us for a Principal Chat– January 7th, 7pm in the Dolbeare Library—  

In ongoing efforts to learn about our school and perspectives, Principal Hughes invites you to join her 

for an informal conversation on Tuesday evening, January 7th at 7pm (before the PTO meet-

ing).  Dr. Hughes and Ms. Sullivan will be leading a brief 10-15 minute conversation on “the Com-

mon Core at Dolbeare” and then open the conversation to hear parents questions/concerns.  All are 

welcome to attend  

 

 

The ‘Hour of Code’ at Dolbeare —  

Children around the United States and abroad are increasingly being introduced to computer pro-

gramming.  Recently, successful start-ups and computer programmers from Facebook, Apple and 

Twitter starred in a new, free game-like tutorial known as ’the hour of code.’  The program aims to 

introduce students as young as elementary school to the basics of code.   At Dolbeare, we will be imple-

menting the hour of code into our technology class at the 3rd and 4th grade in the coming weeks.  To 

learn more, visit http://code.org   

New Staff Members— 

Please join us in welcoming Kimberly Murphy and Michael Langlais to the Dolbeare staff.  Ms. 

Murphy is coming on board as a fulltime building substitute.  As a Wakefield resident herself 

with two children at the High School, Ms. Murphy successfully completed her teaching practi-

cum at Dolbeare in the fall.  Mr. Langlais is joining the Dolbeare staff as a paraprofessional.  

Mr. Langlais is a father of two elementary aged twin girls and has previous experience as a 1:1 

paraprofessional in a neighboring district.  We are delighted that both Mr. Langalis and Ms. 

Murphy will be joining our school.  To read a brief introduction from both staff members, click 

here.  

Student Council Representatives —  

We would like to congratulate the following 4th graders: Braden Carroll, Shahbaz Anwar, Liam 

Stromski, Mia Dardis,Yana Herzog, Owen McEleney, and Kaylee O'Rourke, who were selected as Stu-

dent Council Representatives, based on their persuasive essays.  These impressive students will be in-

vited to meet with Dr. Hughes monthly for lunch where they will discuss a variety of topics including, 

student leadership, preparing for middle school and the development of a Dolbeare broadcast. 

http://code.org/
//wps.local/staff/Dolbeare/maureen.hughes/My Documents/Hiring/Cover letter_ML.docx


theBUZZ

                                            Visit the PTO website or Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
WELCOME BACK 

 
Happy New Year to our Dolbeare Community!  We hope everyone had a wonderful break  

and is ready to get back to school! 
 

PTO MEETING 

 Please join us for our monthly meeting on January 7th at 7:30pm in the Dolbeare Library. 

                                                                  

                                                                                        REMINDER 

This week is the first Community Forum discussion, Thursday January 9th, 

at the Woodville school from 7-8:30.  The next available discussion will take place on 

January 15th at the Dolbeare School from 7-8:30.  Each discussion will have the same 

format so you will only need to attend one meeting. Please attend to have your voice 
heard! 

 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

Labels for Education 100 BONUS Points! 
For a limited time, Labels for Education is offering schools 100 BONUS points for labels submitted by 
1/31/2014.  Please send in any Labels for Education labels you have or print out the form here that is 
posted on the PTO web site.  You can find Labels for Education labels on such products as Prego, Camp-
bell’s, Danimals, Glad, V8, and many more.  For more products, click here.  Please contact us with any 
questions. 

FAMILY FUN 

Please join us for some family fun on January 29, 2014 at Roller World in Saugus!  We 

will be meeting there at 1:30pm and it will be $5 per person to skate! 

 

http://dolbeare.wakefield.k12.ma.us/Pages/WPSDolbeare_PTO/index
https://www.facebook.com/DolbeareSchoolPto
http://dolbeare.wakefield.k12.ma.us/Pages/WPSDolbeare_PTO/Labels%20Education%20Bonus.pdf
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/

