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Wakef ie ld 

METCO 

Program A Family Friend is a local family 

who provides support for a Bos-

ton METCO student while they 

are here attending school in the 

district.  Support ranges from 

allowing an occasional afternoon 

visit at your home after school, 

to attending a school function on 

behalf of the Boston student. 

Joel Villegas, METCO Director 
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METCO was incorporated in 1966 under the laws of the com-

monwealth of Massachusetts. 

METCO exists in 33 suburban school systems across the State of 

Massachusetts.  The central administrative office is located in Ro-

bury at 40 Dimock Street. 

METCO is a voluntary educational partnership program.  Parents 

choose to enroll their children in METCO.  The suburban com-

munities choose to participate in the METCO program. 

There are currently over 3,300 students enrolled in METCO.  

The majority of these students reside in the Greater Boston 

neighborhoods of Dorchester, Hyde Park, Jamaica Plain, Roslin-

dale, Roxbury, and the South End.   

Over the years, there have been over 9,000 students who gradu-

ated from METCO programs.  Many of these young people have 

since earned higher educational degrees and have enrolled their 

children in the METCO program. 

METCO provides the opportunity for a quality integrated public 

school education for African American, Latino and other children 

of color, as well as suburban children in participating towns. 

METCO programs offer Boston and suburban students opportu-

nities to learn together, to develop an understanding of our plu-

ralistic world, and an appreciation of various cultures. 

METCO provides opportunities for closer understanding, coop-

eration, and sharing between urban and suburban parents, chil-

dren, and citizens in the Metropolitan Boston area. 

METCO is a state funded program.  Each year, suburban commu-

nities receive State funds, which cover the costs related to their 

METCO program.  Funding pays for transportation of students, 

METCO staff salaries, multicultural and other special programs, 

staff development, tutorial programs and office supplies.  Most 

communities also receive funding to pay for additional teachers 

and support staff in their communities. 



Goals of the Family  

Friends Program 
 

Family Friends are Wakefield families 
who volunteer to serve as “hosts” for 
Wakefield METCO students.  The overall 
goal of the Family Friends Program is 
to support the successful integration of 
METCO students into the school commu-
nity so that they can fully benefit from 
available academic and social opportuni-
ties.  Family Friends seek to ease the 
METCO students’ adjustment to attend-
ing school in Wakefield and enable 
METCO parents to feel that their child is 
welcomed and cared for by concerned 
others while attending school outside of 
Boston.  Through the Family Friends 

Program we hope to build a bridge be-
tween METCO families and Wakefield 
families so that all can be enriched by the 
METCO students’ presence in Wakefield 
schools.  Ideally, the relationship be-
tween Wakefield and Boston parents will 
become a partnership. 

Wakef ie ld METCO Fami ly  Fr iends Program  

The Family Friends Relationship 

Family Friends are expected to: 

 Host METCO student so that the 

student can participate in after school 
extra-curricular activities. 

 Reach out to METCO parents prior to 

any school or class event to extend a 
personal invitation.  If the METCO par-
ents are unable to attend a school event, 
their Family Friend can make an effort to 
support the METCO student their ab-
sence. 

 Maintain regular contact with METCO 

parents. 

 Demonstrate an active interest in 

learning about the METCO family’s cul-
ture and home community. 

Serve as an emergency contact. 

METCO Parents are expected to: 

 Maintain regular contact with Family 

Friend. 

 Ensure that their child has all neces-

sities (i.e. supplies for projects, sports, 
clothes, medication) while being hosted. 

 Be receptive to sharing information 

about their family’s culture and home 
community with Family Friend. 

 Make every effort to attend Family 

and Friends Program events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Friends Coordinators will be identified 
at the Greenwood, Dolbeare, and the Wood-
ville Elementary schools and also at the Galvin 
Middle School.  This coordinator will be re-
sponsible for selecting appropriate host fami-

lies for students in the METCO Program.  
When selecting Family Friends, the Coordina-
tors will look for Wakefield parents who are 
willing to make an ongoing commitment to 
being a Family Friend so that you and your 
child may experience a consistent and caring 
presence.  Generally, Family Friends have a 
child in the particular grade as your child.  The 
choice of a host family for a particular METCO 
student is not necessarily based on friendships 
between children.  Wakefield parents’ commit-
ment to the goals of the Family Friends Pro-

gram is the major consideration in choosing 
Family Friends. 

Matches between Wakefield and Boston fami-
lies will be generally arranged during  the be-
ginning of the school year.  If you would like 
to talk to Wakefield parents before your child 
starts school or if you would like further infor-
mation about the Family Friends Program, 
please contact the Wakefield METCO office. 

Children will have the opportunity to feel a 

part of their host communities, learning 

about each other’s interests, working on 
academic projects and participating in 
social events. 

Friendships are strength-
ened and/or developed 

when your child partici-
pates in the Wakefield 
Family Friends Program  


