
September 5, 2013 

Dear Families, 

We have had a wonderful start to the school year!  It has been a pleasure reconnecting 
with my students from last year as well as getting to know the newest students in our 
class better.  I am looking forward to working and learning together during a year filled 
with opportunities for your child to challenge him- or herself in all endeavors.  In order to 
do this, I feel it is important to create a classroom environment in which students feel 
secure enough to “learn by doing” and to take risks. Therefore, we have been and will 
continue to invest time in setting a tone of safety and respect in the classroom through 
team-building games and other activities that allow first and second graders to get to 
know each other and me well. We are also practicing routines and procedures that will 
ensure students’ ability to understand the daily schedule and behavior expectations now 
and throughout the year. 

First and foremost, please feel free to contact me with any concerns you or your child 
are having about school.  You can reach me by email at jmacmast@wnwsu.org or after 
school through the office phone, 234-9248.  FYI, because of privacy issues I avoid 
(when possible) referring to students by name in emails.  Please know that when I 
speak of “your son/he” or “your daughter/she” in an email, it is a matter of formality 
rather than tone or attitude!    

Some housekeeping details: 

Share Days:  We will have Share everyday during morning meeting to give students the 
opportunity to share an object from outside of school THAT HAS A CONNECTION TO 
SCHOOL OR LEARNING, if he or she chooses.  Share is not mandatory and the 
opportunity to share for the week is only on the assigned day.  Thank you in advance for 
helping your child make this a thoughtful part of our school day by encouraging artifacts 
that are meaningful to a special event or related to our units of study in school.  I am 
strongly discouraging toys or electronic devices.  Share time is a chance for each child 
to have the spotlight for a short time.   

 YOUR CHILD’S SHARE DAY IS:____________________________________ 

Specials Schedule:   

Monday-Physical Education 

Tuesday-Physical Education 

Wednesday-Guidance and Music 

Thursday-Library 

Friday-Art 
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Morning Drop-Off:  Our school day begins at 8:15.  Students arriving at or before this 
time should be dropped off at and enter through the MPR where there is always adult 
supervision.    

Healthy Snacks:  Stockbridge Central School is fortunate to receive funding that 
enables us to provide a fresh fruit or vegetable to all students during snack time on a 
daily basis.  First and second graders take a short break each day to enjoy snack 
together and I encourage students to sample and the offered fruit or vegetable.  
Students are also welcome to enjoy healthy snacks from home during this time such as 
yogurt, cheese, nuts, or dried fruit if you choose to send one with your child.  Please 
save any cookies, snack crackers, fruit chews, or less healthy items for after school. 

Water Bottles:  Please send a water bottle labeled with your child’s name to school 
every day. Keeping hydrated is one easy way to ensure students’ bodies and brains are 
ready to learn!  

Volunteers:  Once we have a routine established and I feel that students have a good 
handle on our schedule, I will give parents various opportunities to volunteer when help 
is needed.  More details to follow, but please let me know if you have any special 
interests, talents, or hobbies that you would like to share with our class. 

Homework:  I believe that six, seven, and eight year olds should play outside, pursue 
their interests, spend time with family and friends, and get plenty of rest after school.  
First and second graders will be working very hard at school and most nights, with the 
exception of reading and some second grade math work, can expect little or no “formal” 
homework.  In time, I will send home a reading log for your student to record books they 
read or books that have been read to them throughout the week. 

After School Plans:  If you haven’t already, PLEASE send a note to school indicating 
your child’s typical after school plan for each day of the week: bus, pickup, or 
afterschool program.  Of course there will be occaisional change of plans, but for your 
child’s safety it is hugely important that I know where to send him or her at the end of 
the day.  Thank you. 

It’s going to be a great year! 

Have a good week, 

 

Mrs. MacMaster 

 


