
September 19, 2013 

Dear Families, 

Thanks to all of you who 

promptly signed and returned 

permission slips for our trip to 

Liberty Orchard tomorrow!  

Students are required to 

have these documents on file 

every time we leave the 

school grounds, and having 

them in early makes  

everybody’s “out the door” easier on the day of the trip.  It also allows me to 

have emergency contact information in order and readily available should 

the need arise.  The forecast for Friday is sunny and warm, so we should 

have a nice afternoon in the orchard.  Hopefully we will have a rich harvest 

to cook with back at school next week.  Any parent interested helping out in 

the “kitchen” Wednesday afternoon (1:30) please let me know!  Thanks. 

First and second graders got rolling on the first unit of study in Writing 

Workshop this week.  The Common Core State Standards focus on 

narrative, opinion, and informational writing in the primary grades and 

students are beginning their investigation into these genres by writing true 

stories about their lives.  Writing workshop will focus on grade level writing 

structure, story development, and language usage during the writing 

process.  First and second graders will be exposed to a wide variety of 

mentor texts and encouraged to notice and use the writing strategies of 

published authors in their own writing in order to interest or inform the 

reader.  Focused on creating a snapshot of something they did or 

something that happened to them, student story topics this week include: 

watching an electrical storm, playing with a pet dog, visiting a friend’s 

house, going to the store, swimming in the river, and an adventure at the 

fair. 

                  Exploring Growing Patterns with Unifix Cubes 



Word Study also began this week.  This is a short literacy block each day in 

which students explore words, word patterns, word usage, phonics, and 

spelling.  Each week, students will learn common grade level sight words 

that they will encounter in daily reading practice.  I encourage students to 

practice spelling and reading these word wall words at home to increase 

reading fluency and writing automaticity.  SPELLING PRACTICE CAN BE 

FUN!  Write them: in the dirt with a stick, with soap in the tub, on a fogged 

up car window, with your finger on a friend’s back.  How many ways can 

you come up with? Word Wall Words this week:   

1st grade: by, here, look, come, is.   

2nd grade: across, belong, beside, country, much. 

Important Dates to Remember: 

Friday, September 20-trip to Liberty Orchard 

Tuesday, September 24-Picture Day 

Friday, September 27-Early Release, 12:00 Dismissal 

As always, please encourage your child to READ READ READ and feel 

free to contact me at jmacmaster@wnwsu.org with any questions or 

concerns. 

Have a good week, 

 

Mrs. MacMaster 

mailto:jmacmaster@wnwsu.org

