
September 12, 2013 

Dear Families, 

Thank you all for completing and returning the many pieces of paperwork 

that are required to keep our records up to date at the beginning of the 

school year.  Mrs. Johnson visited our classroom yesterday with helping 

hands for all because students and families took their RESPONSIBILITIES 

seriously and we had 100% return!  A reminder that (purple) folders come 

home every Thursday and always contain very important information for 

you and your child, so please make sure to check them regularly  

In addition to continuing to practice routines and procedures while 

establishing a RESPECTFUL classroom community of learners, we also 

began our first unit of study in math this week: Patterns, Functions, and 

Algebraic Thinking.  As many of you know, there has been a change in 

mathematics instruction at SCS this year that makes it necessary for 

classroom teachers to teach both grade levels of mathematics.  I have 

been fortunate to be working with a consultant from the Math Learning 

Center, publishers of the Bridges in Mathematics program, to piece 

together a combined first and second grade curriculum that will support 

whole group instruction and at the same time address the wide range of 

developmental readiness and levels of math thinking within this age group.  

With the understanding that homework and assessment might look a little 

different this year and that solidifying the curriculum will be a work in 

progress now and next year, I am excited to give it a go.   

Next  Friday we have our first field trip of the year to Liberty Orchard in 

Brookfield for apple picking.  As part of a year-long social studies 

investigation into our community, we will have a first look at how the natural 

environment of Vermont influences the kind of work that people do.  To 

further enhance this study, first and second graders will also be 

participating in the Super Junior Ranger program at the Marsh Billings 

Rockefeller National Historic Park.  At the park, students will have the 

opportunity to work closely with community scientists, naturalists, and 



artists as they investigate the history of stewardship and conservation in 

our area.  

Important Dates to Remember: 

Friday, September 20-Trip to Liberty Orchard  

Tuesday, September 24-Picture Day 

Friday, September 27-Early Release, 12:00 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at  

jmacmaster@wnwsu.org. 

Have a good week, 

 

Mrs. MacMacMaster 
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