
October 31, 2013 

Dear Families, 

Brrr…what a change in the weather this 

week! I think we’re all surprised by the 

sudden shift in temperature these past few 

days and I want to thank all who have sent 

their children to school in layered clothing.   

It is cool in the morning when we go outside and (often) not much warmer 

when we go outside in the afternoon.  First and second graders love shorts 

and t-shirts, but at school they need clothing that will keep them warm and 

dry so they can be comfortable all day.  This week hats and gloves have 

been especially helpful on those chilly P.E. mornings.   

On that note, the weather forecast for our Wellness Walk tomorrow calls for 

warmer temperatures but potential rain showers.  Please make sure your 

child has sturdy walking shoes and an outer layer that will keep him or her 

dry.   Unless you ordered a bagged lunch from school, your child also 

needs a packed lunch from home.  Thank you. 

First and second graders are wrapping up the current math unit on 

patterns, functions, and algebraic thinking.  The last two weeks have 

included several 

sessions on 

measurement that 

required students to 

estimate and then 

accurately measure 

different lengths in 

both standard (inches, 

feet, yards) and non-

standard (tiles, head 

strings, giant feet) 

units.  This was a busy 

and “hands-on” series 
     Measuring the playground in giant feet 

          First Snow October 30 



of activities that everyone seemed to really enjoy and understand.  

Specifically, student skills included using a measuring tool iteratively, 

identifying and using objects that represent standard units, and estimating 

and predicting whether the measurement will be greater or smaller when 

different units are used to measure the same length. 

Enclosed in this week’s folder you will find a sign-up sheet for parent 

conferences on November 12th, 13th and 14th.  This year, first and second 

graders are not only invited to participate in conferences but will be taking 

the lead in discussions with you about their learning this trimester.  I find 

that student led conferences help students feel accountable for their learner 

responsibilities and behavior expectations as well as provide a great 

opportunity for them to feel proud of their hard work.  Student led 

conferences also create a positive and natural environment in which 

children, parents, and teachers talk together about setting personal and 

academic goals for the rest of the school year.  I think you will really enjoy 

going through the conference agenda with your child.  Please return the 

sign-up sheet ASAP and I will confirm your conference time promptly. 

This week’s word wall words: 1st grade: see, said, my, are, no. 2nd grade: 

these, when, what, more, name.  Keep practicing! 

Important Dates to Remember:  

Friday, November 1-Mt. Tom Wellness Walk, 11-2:45 

Monday, November 11-Veteran’s Day, No School 

Tuesday, November 12-Thursday, November 14-Student Led Conferences 

Wednesday, November 27-Friday, November 29-Thanksgiving Break 

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at  

jmacmaster@wnwsu.org. and keep encouraging your child to READ READ 

READ. 

Have a good week, 

Mrs. MacMaster 
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