
October  24, 2013 

Dear Families, 

Thank you for supporting your 

child with reading homework 

this week!  Most students have 

gotten off to a great start and 

have taken on the 

responsibility of reading their 

practice books and recording 

their progress very seriously.  I 

understand that establishing a 

routine for getting the work 

done and transporting the 

book envelopes back and forth to school might take a few days and I encourage you to 

give ownership of that responsibility to your student.   

After an informative field trip to Cold Hollow Cider Mill and the Ben and Jerry’s factory 

last Friday to learn about food production in Vermont, first and second graders 

continued their farm to table investigation on Monday by making Vermont Maple ice 

cream in the classroom using an “ice cream ball” and a whole lot of teamwork.  At the 

same time, individual students hand cranked a batch of Almond Silk non-dairy ice 

cream which we later taste tested along with the Kindergarten’s homemade strawberry 

ice cream.  I don’t think Ben and Jerry have anything to worry about, but we had an 

interesting frozen variety of flavors, ingredients, and textures as well as a very excited 

work force! 

We got lucky with the weather again on Wednesday for our trip to the Marsh Billings 

Rockefeller National Historic Park to begin our Super Junior Ranger program.  Focusing 

on stewardship, first and second graders learned about how the Marsh, Billings, and 

Rockefeller families spread the word about the importance of man and nature living 

compatibly.  We hiked to an historic ski cabin for lunch, making observations about 

“useful” and “harmful” impacts of humans on the environment which students later wrote 
and sketched about in their composition books.  Ranger Marie and Ms. Haley, the 
education facilitator, helped students consider their connections to nature and the habits 

they could establish now to begin a lifetime of conservancy.  The day warmed up 

quickly but thank you for sending your child to school with all the gear needed for a 

chilly start.   

Next Friday, we will be participating with the Kindergarten on a Wellness Walk on Mt. 

Tom.  Starting at Faulkner Park on the far side of the national park, we will eat a healthy 



lunch and then enjoy a 

vigorous hike up to the 

South Peak Summit.  Our 

Wellness Walk will give us 

an opportunity to revisit the 

low impact habits of Junior 

Rangers as well as reinforce 

our school wide healthy 

choices initiative.   Students 

should pack a lunch or 

purchase one from school 

and be dressed to be 

outside.  Please sign and 

return the enclosed 

permission slip ASAP. 

Because of our busy schedule, this week’s word wall words were a repeat of last week: 

1st grade: an, am, you, of, was.  2nd grade: different, which, them, other, people.  Keep 

practicing! 

Important Dates to Remember: 

Friday, October 25-PTO Community Harvest Dinner, 5:30-7 pm 

Friday, November 1-Wellness Walk on Mt. Tom, 11:00-2:45 

Monday, November 11-Veteran’s Day, No School 

Tuesday, November 12-Thursday, November 14-Student Led Conferences (more 

information to follow) 

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at 

jmacmaster@wnwsu.org and continue to encourage your child to READ READ READ. 

Have a good week,  

 

Mrs. MacMaster                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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