
March 6, 2014 

Dear Families, 

Thank you to friends and families 

of SCS who pledged support for 

our Read-A-Thon and to all K/1/2 

students for participating in this 

rigorous Read Across America 

event!  In total students read or 

were read to for over three hours 

throughout the day and, most 

impressively, all readers met this 

goal with enthusiasm and 

determination.  Work begins with 

our Artist in Residence Kendra 

Gratton next week!  A very special 

thank you also to our Read Across 

America guest readers:  State 

Representative Sandy Allen, Don Bell, Bill Hyde, Michele Ricci, and to our 

librarian Mrs. Webster for organizing this school wide celebration of reading 

and good books.  Great job everybody! 

First and second graders returned from break seeming refreshed, healthy, 

and ready to go.  We jumped right back in to procedures and routines and 

even launched two new units this week.  In Writer’s Workshop students 

have moved from opinion writing (reviews) to informational writing with a 

focus on teaching their reader.  In the beginning, this unit will spotlight 

using a teaching voice and writing a lot, so that each page teaches new 

and interesting information which gradually grows in sophistication to 

include the many text features of nonfiction books.  In science, first and 

second grade astronomers have been introduced to the Moon Challenge 

and will be spending the next few weeks thinking about the question “As 

you look at the moon, how does the shape seem to change over time?”  

Part of this exploration will include making occasional nighttime 

observations of the moon at home and recording them in our classroom 

     Moon Challenge Observation Materials 

MMMaterials 



Astronomy Journal.  The journal and accompanying moon books will come 

home on a rotating basis and will be in place of typical reading homework 

that night.  Please keep an eye on your child’s backpack and assist him or 

her in recording this important data. 

Tomorrow is our final Winter Fitness of 2014.  We will be traveling to Head 

over Heels in Rutland for an afternoon of tumbling and equipment activities.  

Please make sure your gymnast  has a water bottle and is dressed in 

comfortable, flexible clothing on Friday, thanks.  Brr…it’s been a great 

winter to keep it moving inside and out. 

Word Wall words this week: first grade-will, little, it, live, him; second grade-

own, who, how, our, home 

Important Dates to Remember: 

Friday, March 7-Winter Fitness, gymnastics 

Friday, March 14-Early Release, noon dismissal 

Friday, March 14-End of Second Trimester 

Thursday, March 20-Report Cards go home 

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at 

jmacmaster@wnwsu.org and continue to encourage your child to READ 

READ READ. 

Have a good week, 

 

Mrs. MacMaster 
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