
January 23, 2014 

Dear Families, 

Yes, we keep track!  Tuesday marked our 

89th day of school…which means, believe 

it or not, that we are halfway through the 

school year!  First and second graders 

spent time this week reflecting on their 

growth and progress since August and 

thinking about things they would still like to 

learn or get better at between now and  

June.   It was wonderful to listen to them remark over how far they have come as 

spellers, readers, writers, scientists, mathematicians, and friends and to see their 

excitement to keep on sharing and learning together.  Some first half highlights include:  

understanding what the <, >, and = signs mean, learning that crabs have 10 legs, 

becoming a better writer, and happiness over finding new practice books in book boxes.  

Some goals for the second half include: improving handwriting, becoming a better 

reader, reading books with more pages, learning to tell time, and learning multiplication 

and division (!). 

Thank you for continuing to support your student in nightly reading homework.  Last 

week almost every student read, recorded, and returned their book envelopes and book 

log EVERY NIGHT.  Way to go!  Reader’s Workshop continues to be in full swing every 

afternoon and nightly practice really supports what we do in class.  During both 

independent and guided reading times first and second graders are using strategies 

such as looking for familiar sight words, word families, and word patterns to increase 

and reinforce decoding skills, fluency, and comprehension.  During read aloud, we have 

been practicing bringing books to life by imagining the world of the story and “inventing” 

thoughts and feelings for the characters.  Students get solid amounts of “face time” with 

their leveled reader books and are making thoughtful practice book selections from their 

book boxes for at-home reading each night.  They are also earned credit for the 

Reading is an Inve$tment program that Ms. Webster introduced in Library last month. 

So far, so good…cold and flu season is upon us but last week we maintained (with the 

exception of one scheduled doctor’s appointment) perfect attendance in first and 

second grade!  Students have done a great job washing hands, catching coughs and 

sneezes, and doing whatever they can to be thoughtful about containing germs.  In 

addition, our custodians Frank and Sylvia Brown do an outstanding job keeping our 

entire school clean and sanitized.  If you have a chance, please thank Mr. and Mrs. 

Brown for keeping SCS a healthy place to work and learn.  

    Testing Wind Speed with Anemometers 



Word wall words this week: first grade-do, this, one, up, but; second grade-near, after, 

pretty, large, already.  Both grade levels have math homework this week.  First graders 

have an addition and subtraction fact practice worksheet that should be completed and 

returned by Tuesday, January 28th.  Second graders should complete and return the 

story problem solving practice worksheet by the same date.  Thank you. 

Our Winter Fitness activity has moved inside this week to accommodate the frigid 

temperatures.  We have been lucky enough to schedule Jody Eaton from SoulShine 

Training in Pomfret, VT to lead us in a fun-filled and energetic hour of Zumba dancing!  

Please make sure your child has comfortable, flexible pants and P.E. shoes to wear 

during this movement activity.  Also, please keep sending full snow gear to school every 

day so that we can get outside as soon as the temperature breaks. 

Important Dates to remember: 

Friday, January 24-Winter Fitness, Zumba 

Friday, February 14-Books and Bagels 

As always, feel free to contact me at jmacmaster@wnwsu.org with any questions or 

concerns and continue to encourage your child to READ READ READ. 

Have a good week, 

 

 

Mrs. MacMaster 
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