
December 12, 2013 

Dear Families, 

Brrrrr…..Students are doing 

well adjusting to the variable 

weather and are getting into 

a groove managing all the 

snow clothes.  The cubby 

space is crowded but we are 

working on some 

organizational skills to help 

keep track of personal 

belongings as well as to get geared and “un”geared efficiently.  I remind 

students that as first and second graders it is their responsibility to 

remember what they need to bring to school each day, but thanks for 

helping your child out with this seasonal transition.  It’s a work in progress.  

On that note, as you are helping with backpack management please 

encourage your child to leave toys, gadgets, and treasures from home at 

home unless it is his/her share day.  Every inch of space is critical this time 

of year. 

After our All School Meeting, All School Celebration, and early release last 

week, it has been nice to be back on a regular schedule this week and to 

really dig into curriculum before our next break.  First and second grade 

word wall words are a repeat of last week (she, away, with, went, 

yes/about, their, there, where, many)as Word Study was the block that got 

shuffled out our schedule the most to accommodate the special events.   

Writing Workshop is moving full steam ahead with opinion writing pieces.  

First and second graders have used their “shoebox” collections from home 

and a variety of collections from within the classroom to learn how to judge 

an item fairly, state their opinion clearly, and to use evidence and details to 

justify their thinking in order to convince the reader.  They have been 

introduced to the idea that opinion writers often have DIFFERENT opinions 

and that they expect disagreement.  Today they considered the idea that a 

review might not always be positive! 



We will be wrapping up our Becoming a Historian social studies unit before 

break.  Students are in the last phase of the investigation in which they are 

guided to consider multiple points of view (Wampanoag, English Colonist, 

and their own) as they make educated guesses about what really 

happened at the Harvest Celebration of 1621 based upon information they 

have gathered so far.  As a culminating activity they will “rewrite” the story 

of the First Thanksgiving highlighting what they thought they knew at the 

beginning of the unit and what they know now.   

Important Dates to Remember: 

Monday, December 23-Wednesday, January 1-Winter Break 

Friday, January 10-Winter Fitness Begins   

Report cards come home in folders today.  Please sign the white envelope 

and return it to school ASAP.   As always, please contact me with any 

questions or concerns at jmacmaster@wnwsu.org and continue to 

encourage your child to READ READ READ. 

Have a good week, 

 

Mrs. MacMaster 
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